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*1b.p.s. ſaid oy ne typify, Chriſtianity . 
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1 74 the words of eternal life l; therefore is maſt. 
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are mere:expletives, not to our Authors purpoſe, 
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underſtood; which muſt ey be the: ſole 


rue Ganon of Chriſtians... i 
= But lefb. $1. Paul's Teftimony, „ tho. correla 
=_ =. and explained hy our Author, ould not. ſatisfy 
1 every Rrader; Jeſus and bis Apoſtles are ſun- 
10 , all tagetber - who. do frequently and 
em empharically ſtile. che Books of the Old 70. 
ſflament the Scriptures, and refer men to 
them as their Rule and Canon. Aud raaſon 
- goods Fur "till the Boats f the New Teſta- 
ment were aurote, tiay vere the ſole true 
Canon of Scripture: a it had been abſurd 
to call am thing by that title, which was not 
arote and generallß known. But it antuckih | 


that „ 11 


2 Saat ef the Old : 
an one Boat of the 1 New. Teſamcas wa | 


— 


= C —— 
in TDI: abet Ir 


2 be ns 55, whe 3 5 bir Authorities. | 
3 bs, prove that we have no Canon but the. Old + 1x8 - 
_ "Teſtament, he obſerves *, *, That our Saviour Ib. > 1. 
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1 ' "and corrett their miſtakes about, that Religion, 
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| E teach the world. And what was Worſe, they 
wo did not joyn them together in one Volume, 
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, -overfight ! - whereby Books 25 they wrote. 
2 1 Authority and 55 uſpiration,. became 
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| Thoſe Seriptures, _inftead of exciufing, rather 
7 avi ' 2heir- Ane lief. "But © this was Not 
e only. ay , F Feaſont "with Jews: : Uher 


and of Proof dere Gn ed on, aud More in- 
het for their condition, "Jo Proofs i 
en out of {hg Ol Teſtament „n was ve- 
\ cuſtomary . with our Saviour,” when "the 
ws di i/puted bis Mi Mon, 70 "appeal 10 the 
_ + Miracles be bad ne among them; „ A if 
i 7-7; oa "aiked a fi boy Me "to Tefer wem 10 
= Future e efurretiion, as "the 
ea and moſt | Ae Proof they © Were 
s erpect. MEAS wk? ew inſtanges to bew 
te ie e laid on is fort. Wy R il 
| "bis, rea ning "201th them. N 404 
hen the Jews Took? upon him, as a B, 
4 2 
beer rather than a Prophet, for pretending 
3. To. forgive fins; what "method did be take to 
at "fp of "Them 7 Thar 'ye may know 1 
on of man hath power on e 12 2 t 
ive ſins (be fad unto the fick of the 
Halfte) I tay unto thee, Ariſe,” ang take up 
. N Fee and g into tine hdule. And 
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Se. John, who") ber tür mot 5 
Krcount v "the N 14; Cri + whe the 
ews: about bis *Miſhon, © "generally" "repreſents 
Vin afpealing” 1% bis: Mirackes i in' bis juftifica- 
Hong nor' as works forerold to be done! dy 
the leſiab but "as bre, which bore wit- 
nes him that the Father * "had ſent him. 
There is one Tyſtance which deſerves particular 
wotiee: John x. 24, Ec. The! Balg, geliſt rells 
#3, the Jews. . Jeſus, ani — How 
tong doſt theu make u 706 uber?” If 
tho be the Chit tell 1 9 n 
y der Chrißt Fate to © Pu Fe 
were” ver 2. The 2 chat I do 
mm my Fathers Name, they bear wirneſs 
bf me They Being eided ind, him for 
calling God bir Furhrr, be replies ver. 
338. I 1 de not the works 12 Fa- 
ther, beliede me hot: But if I 40, though 
ke = Helieve®) vr” "me; row nd ve oh: works: 
ye my 7 1 N — we 
e N 
b Diſcourſerbere is Mer 
ths Ola * Teſtamer 1215 Miraches N 
er i vn, 2 they; as ſufficient e that 
Be 1 wits "rhe" Obrift. And ibis renfontvg prs- 
His — — 4 4. 
Many. "reſorted" unto him, and" laid; John 
did no miracle; but all thin Fache John 
ſpake of this man were true. 1 
VBeheved on * there. 1 
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they argued. with —.— from the. Old Fe 
ment andy, it would not follow. that allegorical 
reaſoning was the only-. 2 Yoning Lk with 
them z. becauſe . 8 % 7. 7 5 a0 FA 

3. The Proofs taken. out of the Old Teſta» 


ment and urged in the New are not alkitys 


pical or. allegorical. I thint this propoſition 


77 proved in the three laſt...Sermons. A. berein 


12 7 particularly confider' d the points con. 
os 5 the, Jews, the prejudices. they pretend- 
£d to Bk, taten to Chriſ from the Old Te- 
ſtament, and obſe thas the paſſages ap 
Fealed to b Chriſt. and bis. Apeſtles,. ta remove 
thoſe. prejudices, were firictly applicable tothe 
purpoſe, not in a ſecondary, or typical, or 
my ſtical, or allegorical, or enigmatical 
ſenſe, or in a ſenſe different the obvi- 


ous and literal ſenſe which they y bear in 4 : 


ON Te Hament. Our Aut bor, nw aſſerts the 


2 though be found occaſion 10. mentits 


ticular prejudices of the Jews; het, for 


0 rea ons. beſ . known to himſelf, never thought it 
40 take t notice of the Prophefies' cited 
2 Cini and. is Apoſtles in remove thoſe n- 


ices, or to proue the application af them 10 


te typical... One. would have. thought theſes. ra- 


ther than any. other, ought 10 have bern-panti- 
1 la 5 conſider d by him 3. becauſe- they are of 
conſequence. in the debate. Neuents- 


e has . totally * the wou chyfng 
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"Ki 150. But this. bas not been done, or any 
bing like it. His Argument | by Induction 
therefore, after all poſſible allowances made, is 
altogether inconcluſive”; the Prophefies we ap- 
"2 l 5 as feri6 ly applicable to the purpoſes 
- of. Chriftjanity remain unconteſted, in direct 
 tontradiftion 30 bis bypothefis, © That © Proofs 
taken out of the Old and urged in the 
New Teftament are typical or allegorical 
. Proofs... I will nou proceed to à particular 
; confideration of those few inſtances. he has 
Mer d in defence of bis typical ſcheme... "And I 
Hope io prove, that there is not one of thim to 
* purpoſe 3 | D e 
4. That be 5 not N ane inflance of 
a typical or allegorical Proof azſed at any 
time by. Chriſt or his Apoſtles For the con- 
vickion of. unbelievers. . More than this 1 
hint need not be done. to prove, that bis ac- 
count of the Grounds and Reaſons of Cbriſi- 
anity is entirely falſe and groundleſs. Me wy 
_ allow, that there' ate paſſages "of the Old 
Teſtament cited and applied to Chrift, and 
maiters relating to him, which in their © obvi- 
aus and primary ſenſe had reſpe# io other 
matters; and that ih Evangeliſtt take notice 
a the courſe. of "their Hiſtory, | how © ſeveral 
Sayings. of the Old Teſtament, /poken in the 
Perſons of. orber men, and having reference to 
ther _ events, were W N wifilled or veri- 
0 Joe” through Chrif... they: bad done 
Ibis upon 10 other 3 than that current 
. wotion f the Jews, that ſeveral events were 
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ſome "analo y to other a ſhould 
come to pals in the » Meſſah's:. dar they 
. ronald not he ſaid to have atted i 2 
Provided, they laid no ſtreſs upon ſuch applica- 
tions for the conviction of | unbelievers.” 7 
is the matter in queſtion not whether there 
are any typical pt ores bat Whether 
ſuch typical ap hy TAN Age are inſiſted on, 
as \*convincing Proofs in confirmation of 
Chriſtianity. 20 determine this paint it May 
be proper to conſider every Inſtance. alledged by 
Our" Author to —— fide of the —— 
Inſt. 1. Sr. Matthew, giving an. account © 
ho conception of the: Virgin Mary, and of . 
Prog of . 8 That by this avout 
e Jaying 0 aiah, vii. 14. was Ile 
Behold a Virgin ſhall be — rags q 
' ſhall bring forth a Son, and ſhall call his 


name Emmanuel. Upon which our Author 


Fays *, The words as they ſtand in Iſaiah Ib. 5. 4. 
do, in their obvious and literal ſenſe, re- 
late to a young woman in the days of A. 


baz Kin og of. J Judah. And does th Evange- 
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1 ſay e contrary. ? Hie does not ſay thats the = 
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#20" him, than was ftriftly and literally 22 
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—_— be juſtified." ?-Qur e Jays: 15 Thus t 1b. 5. 5. 
Holy:Gh yes 80 We with child Id b 1 

Ghoſt, c: Nidiculuus , Hin | 
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not the 'Micefhah, becauſe be was, kern of 6 
22 aud conſequently it could nah; mad s 
Proof) 0 phe Old 8 SAX" eb 4. 
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Dany of 7 to ren peſo” was nor 
2 "help us. * ork is this tafs 70 ab/erve, 
hr, oth befure and under the Tegal Piſa. 
iin there was aways a view But e one 
More per fecz, in whith nor only-Jeves l G 
Ties a1/o Pould Be nd. war not iupro- 
_ Babls therefore, that God, 2 _ an 
"expreſs Revelations concerning ir, fb Tas 
Meß nam e to bear ſome rem. 
7 Nurs mg. l 
/e to be fo exp refed by Þi "Prophets, 
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ex relating 10 e den the ee 
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of eſpecially. to. Jews, | among whom. that.opi- 
vg bad. been. received long before the coming 
of. our Saviour. And 1 think a more iban pro- 
bable. account may be given, bow they come by 
ſuch a potion. Sometimes they. found a particu- 
Jar. ſtreſs: tenon circumſtances, wh which with 
our ſome further view might. be recton d wh 
immaterial. Such Jon that particular charge 
} os in killing the Paſchal Lamb (Ex. xii. 469 
1 er 8 5 ye break a bone thereof. 
5 * this: circumſtance * was required. ar 
1 obſerved upon thefirſt ft celebration of the Paſſi- | 
5 2 147 nj 7555 the . \ Were 3 2 


al c. - yet. we nn 46. 
46 ee a any 
ph i ey ut con- 
- a//over, as ha N 
/ 2 e af ona ving 
om. 1 ge 0 iniquity, when Chriſt. the 
Lamb ef doe ſhauld be. made. a ſacrifice. for 
aur oa rg ben due can account far that. adder. 
charge, Shore, of hip. e, | 
0 on | e Heron 


Lad a fur * p > F . 857 given 1 
Ahaz — | be, Prophet Ifaiah "n 07 4 725 eli. 
Vverance ſoon, after the birth HF a child, which | 
is Prophet , ſhould have upon. an immediat 
mar age. 5 3 of this child is in 
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nt to be an inſtrument, but on 73 fat» "the 
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Brain too high for that occaſion: 5 bath. they 
found a fares Prophet or ret Ph Noten . 
f under the name of one. Mar Bau beer; 
from L white rags 1 ra _— that 
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® Ibid. : Apoſtle "fixing upon n0 particular Prophe ec, 4. 
im Ae to chuſe: the beſt. he could to Bis 

| purpoſe. | And allowing him this liberty, % 

- meed nof doubt his ability to furniſi us with 


allegorical reaſoning enough! To palliate it a 
i fittleg be — 8 5 fre e e What 


foundation is there for St. Paul's arg uli 


from the Old hat 
* whe en t Tel ws. 


day, but by an all egory. of. 


Jonas 8. (rh three days and three nights 


in the Whale's belly? Rea 7 enough, with- 
8 au the help allegory. E 4 the $ 

: beſpeak ibe fact, WOE. 8 ; to any - 
1 2 JO the perf ormance nr i AN | the 


ke. his ſoul an offering for 
4 an, he ball 1 his ſeed, he ſhall . 
s. days, and the pleaſure of the Lord ball 
"proſper | in TON.” . I will divide hi; 


portion with the great, and he ſhall die 


| uthe ſpoil wilt the ftrong,.. becauſe he ha 
See Serm. poured out his ſoul unto. death F. After 4% 
ri. p. 182. 25% Apoſtle --35 not arguing with, unbelievers, 
2 + 1. ho were io be brought to the Faith of 
Chriſt, or "with perſom that . queſtion d. the. 
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we ili. 10, 12. Wien : 


ara F this. particular article; . but is ſpeak- . 
Weg who embraced. the. 'Go FT 45 


- be eved, this article of. it 3 4s appears fr rom theſe = 
-words, I declare unto . you the Goſpel, _ 
which you received. and wherein you ſtand; 


. Ma © op hd jp, oh oe 
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wing the rest; that 'Chriſt"'rofe © again che : 
third: _ accordin 2 the Scriptures 
aft. 4. Jeſus ſays of John the Baptiſt 
(Mar: 215 Is.) ThE is Elias "that was for. 
to come: Wiherein he is ſuppoſed 8 
fer to thłſe words of Malachi, iv. . Bes . 
hold Iwill ſend you Elijali the Prophet A 
before the coming of the great and terri- 
ble day of the Lord“. t ig this to bis. Ib. 5. 47. 
purpoſe? lis buſinsſi Garin give ſome inflans 
ces of Proofs taken out of oy Old and ur- 
ged in the New Teſtament! Bar Jeſus 
is fo far from urging the Profthicy of Malakhi 
as ia" ba . e conſiderſ t as an gbjetti» _ 
on. made by the Scribet, thut int ron,t dot es 
the Meſſiah,; berauſt Elias i was enen 
perſon: Nu remove this obhiectian, be Carre, 
the common inter pretation vf the: Pro ana 
tells: bis:Diſciples «pon his om Authority, IF 
ve will rebeive itz this is Ea which wins 
to c me. Aud his Aubority it ſuffitts = 
ent reuſom for Vbceiving is hut Jaying bis A. 
thority ade ; we are abie to juſtify" it, as'the 
moſt rational interpretation. fur ibe Jews 
ue ver eee of* as old Prophet I c 
ming again; but. they: frequent: inſtances 
in\the Gi Teſtament, where a future Fru 
phet ag promiſed under the name of à precrt 
ding one. Tue Meſfiah uus offen promiſen 
er the name of David and yet they: never 
expected Navid ſhari come again von bu 
they any more rea ſom to enpect Elias in per, an. 
It is uſual not only in the Jewiſh hut in n 
bm 0 to W ns one e ner, 
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en, ſu ae” 2 condub# agrees thereto, \The 
til therefore ab beſt is but a poar ane; and 
| cuban is. worſe, i has. uo foundation. - For the 
auharactar if not given to the Jews in Ifaiah's 
ima; but alſa to their poflerity till their ut: 
der emirpatom + The (Prophet asking, ver. 1 f. 
Lord, how long is anſwer'dy: Until the 
_ gities: be waſted without inhabitant, and 
the houſes without man, and the er 

| utterly. deſolate; 3s $5 bu l 
de theſe: — has bought ft 40 4d 
= 00 more inſtances of typical Proofs taken out 
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Now" weave" nr f rea, 22 ' 
Wore" in a fonſs' . "befope " the: Limes 
of Antiochus. „bur expedient war „Feri 
Bis ravages at Jeruſaſem, to make an 
end of ſins and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity?” * or when,” or by 


SUSE ee 


li 


— W intrbducd ? 
ua the moſt» holy (ebe & io len) e 
anointed. Vo war Meſfiah | the, __ 
that did. appear au was cut off, befure the 


the Prophecy. to the times of Antiochus. 
| i made 


wiſe ſerve 4 


muſt begin from 
_ #he Jews and riot Refonation's andthe Jewi 
Fate thus reſtored was io continus at leaſt till 
* expiration —— Yiu 490 Jerry 2 2275 
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people of the Prince ( Autiochus) came to 


os Ahe-ttwnd ſandtuary? Fefe are 


difficulties we cannot get over in referring 


Beſides, tbe Outrages of Antiochus cannot 
to anſwer in point of time to ibe Pro- 
Phety: The ſeyenty weeks mention d by ube 


Prophet caunot bei ſuppoſed to mean Weeks 5 
days; "becauſe ſuch; a compaſs: with be too un- 


r mo r 


Intended 5 nor lt Joch a computation: in any 

ö purpoſe of ibem vb refer 2 7 
to the times of Antiochus. Meels of Narr 
therefore maſt. be imended; and the compuruti- 
on of the. 490 ar ſeventy ; Weeks: of?) "years 
from fome decree granted in favour: 0j 


wo 17 — all aſe allowance! in 


— hs of them, who refer the Prophecy to 


the times of Antincbus; let them tale out of 
the*four Decrees to reſtore Feru/alem, which 
they Pleaſe; f the ſeveral computations of 
then in uſe, let them | follow that w rh 15 
booth 105 Kei purpoſes Tet: r de- 
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almoſt a fourth” part too faſt for the Prophecy. 


their purpoſe. But from ibe fir Decres 


all poſſible allowance made, rbere i is A deſiciency 
Prophecy 10 the times of Antiochus. : There- 
kfaretelling the. deſtructiom of Jeruſale 


pect tothe deſtruction by the Romans. 


and moſt effettual | Decree granted to Ezra, o 


. z within that time a very extraordi 


apheurtd, 
Meſffiab, anainted- by b Holy bot. t 


be was cut off, according” 10 the Prophecy, 
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| Tu the other: hand, within. 490 [or ſeptruy 
weeks of J years, from that moſt rematkable 


reflore, Jeruſalem, au . expedient was affen 
to finiſh tranſgreſſion, to make an end of 
fins, and to make reconciliation for iniqui- 


not di Ae r account Une . run 


granted iy Cyrus, to the end ef the Outrages 
committed by Antiochus, were at moſt ut 
379 lunar, on \ſborteſt years. S that after F 


F It years in their accounts abo peer tb 
fore the expreſſions taken from thenee; as 


cannot be applied to any thing done in the tim 
of Antiochus; and upon that account cannot 
be.y aid: to have only in a ſecondary ſenſe 
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ver. 26, 27. And ſoon after, | even. before that. 5 
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City aud the San z who lite @. 
flood wade 4 f end thereof, nor . — 
war determined ##f with utter deſolatiom. 
Theng and wat ill then, was the Prophecy ful- 
felled; nor will; the expreſſions taken from 
thence by Chriſt, and urged by him as 
foretelling the deſtruction of Zerufalem by 
the Romans, bear: any orber application.” The 
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Prideaux's. Connection (Hol. I. p. ee 
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Deut. xviil. 18, 19. Ibero God ſays to: Mo- 


ſes, I will. raiſe them up a Prophet from a- 
5 hu their bret hren, like unto. — and I 
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Mall "ſpeak unto them all that I that COM» 
wand him. Andd it ſnall come to paſs, that 


put my words in his mouth, and he 


Vhoſoever will not hearken unto; my words 
my name I will 


" That: famous paſſage i in the P 
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b oe ina 


gurative, 
<Mllegorical joy. of ie”. Far abs woterfivich 
© and literal ab mal. e the 


. more 


4 a „ 7 n 


'e 


70 Moſes. And 


nei 7 a rn 


E40 
ore. vill being 9 * 
particular Prophet is ſpoken of ; be was i E 
of their biethren, lihus a Iſraelite) ſo 
SE may bt uyplirable ro any de 
22 yi 1 bnd he Jewih Dj 2 
jon. Bar the words which follow contain 
very remarkable refiriftion, Like unto th 
he dots 4 in ee ee g of 
4 it te in duly 
See de, fond gene, Mole in os or 
dinury Fur it Lg w__ rs 
who ontlived. the lates. 
aroſe not a — in * nova ks ohh 2 
et whom the Lord knew face to fad, iti 
All the ſigm and the wonders which the Lord 
ſent him to do. They Were not lite to Moſes 
: in this; nor is any 3 
Try had no ſpecial. Commiſſion, 't 
. how Lau, no new: inſtitutos f N 
z nor had they nſually any error 
been Fa # Diviny' Commiſſion. Then 
IT r 


jo rg 2 Wake uſd | 
And yet much mam nproper un, 
it be to ann) to them — additional chardier, 


* 1 my words into his mouth, and 
ſpeak unte thech all that }thall 
756 ö mmiand him. HDi. pt plainly ſup- | 


poſes an rainy; Commiſſion 


10 publiſh, 
N 4 ah 


AS 


Fi * 3 « a REFER 3 N L al NN 
; 454 l Haun ve) plain from: the Contexty. 
hat there was a direct and particular: view 
FN n f ſome Neu Diiſpenſation. 
es having told the people, that God: 
woul 2 them up 4 Prophet like unta 
m, ver. If. and calling to mind hum much 
they were terrified. at the hearing the vaire ft 
Gad, and ſecing the great fire upon the Mount; 
* rh. Law. as given; he tells them, thut 
bad regard to what then then: defired,: 
Ming, Let me not hear again the voice of 
the Lord my God, neither let me ſee this 
great fire ang more: That therefore inſtead 
of, SHOE, the. ſame-zerrible . method in giving. 
4:NeW. Revelation, He would raiſe them 
has => Propher,. put words into his mouth, 
a we n. unto them all 9 
Wy 1 DR, > bo — eee, i 
Makes had been ſpea bing only of the 
in anhich the Lam ſhould afterwards hes — 
rated. En ſucceeding Propbers. It couid neven 
Laus enter d into the thoughts. of. any man to 
P that Cod would continue to teach tham 
ſame thing over and over again, ir dhe 
. terrible. manner. Bur, ſunpoſing the ro- 
Pet io be ſpeaking, with . 4% New, Res + 
velation, ihe caution. was plainly. neceſſary d 
Becauſe, without it - ran vonld' have appres... 
bended, that the New. One would de irre, 
. 45 the Ole Out Goo been before it. 
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6s, by. — 4 Neu 3 Howe F 


that. bey were ee e — ly. of a 
ſucceſſion. of Prophets, it. will notwithfland- 
ing appear, that they are juſtly: applicable to 
, and. without the help of figure. or at- 
legory afford à ſolid angument in ef e z 
of bim and his Doftrine.” + (_ > 
J hope it will be granted, that in this Jati- 
tude..che wordt are at leaf ab, 5 | 
os * any one -of "that. p (a3 a of 
Prophets -/uppo/ed-70 be meant thereby. For 
be: Hows 46 ay, 0 ob: 70 y NL phe 
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8d not om 225 


po bl 2 2 | 
Fane" : 


was. * . ee Beg 
N bat did Elijah — wt Hr did not 
ena oy eben thterll 2 Whit —— 
4 — 2 reſembu 
ö a was beber juſftifiea,: 8 
Le , 2 e Fon 
(ver. 21, 22.) for rue from 
the fi , 22 fo than He was ? Bid Hv nor, 
. Moſes tequired; give rbemen 2 
aſtoniſbing fm, 5 46 10 Prophet ren gave ? 
And tas not that fign, unuſual aud unlike 
8s it was to rome to piſs,  tomipletely verified ? 
Did not Cod alſo futther juſtify Him according 
to this Prophecy, in puniſbing be would | 
voor bear hen to Him, as He ſaill n 
uch, af would not bear ke 1% \that: Prophet, 
om be ſhould fend Did nos rut ge 
which: condemned him, ſafer in tbe muſt 1 
muntable and er manner And do not 
5 their pofterity, *who fill continus to reel him, 
H fi l the ole —.— How july 
Pp : 8 might the Apoſtles, in their-reafon- 
| 1 ings with the Jews Abe 1e re word f 
Moſes? Tate them in which: ſenſe von mull, 
weh bar rejel# bim._"#te wan - thereby. 
1 Take them in a ſtrict /en/e, as Den 
purtitalar Pyophei, and tbey ars applicable 10 
itude f 
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none bur Cbriſ. ue l 
 Spnification; as: poten indefnitely of a ſfuc- 
Feffion of Prophets, and this way Chrift ** 
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ei, 
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n — Moſes can. » i Pg F 
Thore is but one inſtance — 
"het: #0 ſupport. his charge, That Jeſus and 
- eat or allegorical- Proofs,: Ii in taken: from 
_ the. uſo which-$1. Paul mabet 
Sc.) of ſome hiſtorical. fat#s- cone 


anity to the Jem from the Old Teamensr. 
\' But an otditary- — IN: atien- 
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"be inchided 3: nor vw: Fr be: excluded, with- 


ant excluding ali the. Prophets. that Tent le- 
7 — bins, and thereby waking. #he Prophecy 
—— | Te fate this 3 the | 
ron in ſuch a —— . 


* 


9 - 
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. nd 8 3 


ged. by dur 


Chriſtianity on: typi- 


Gal. iv. 21, 


#6. Abra 
» ham's-two ons, Iſaac and Iſhmael, and he 


ſeems tranſported with the aptnaſi it to bis 


the ſiteral ſenſe in Geneſis, to Abra 
bam's two Sons, Iſaac. — 2 gnificd 


the Two Covenants? Does not —— Paul 


himſelf call ſuch interpretation allegorical? 
And can ſuch a ſeeret, ſpiritual mtaning of 
d plain a piece of hiſtory have: any orher 
than divine — ? New 

bis triumph is overs there may be r ie ak, 
what is ibis Inſiance to his purpaſe Ae 
St. Paul Argutnent to prove: Chriſti- 


d may e EY a 


+ 


* 


purpoſe. Is there the leaſt ground from * 1b. p. 93» 


engen 


Perſe out; abs cede, e e 11. ths — 
4 FA — directe to — to de · 
termine 4 Queſtion, which had occu ſioned In, 
difference - among "them. - The Dueftion 
Whether the ceremonial- Law continued 
ro oblige men under the Chriſtian Difpen- 
fation. I hate ver reaſoning” 1 therefore the Apo. 
fl" ufes on" this Head is not to" our Anthor's 
purpoſe; which vag to ſhew, not what" me» 
rbods the Apoſtles uſed to reconcile differen- 
ces among Chriſtian, as what methods were 
raten to make Chriſtians 5” what arguments 
they" uſed 10 eftabliſh Chriſtianity, where it 
was not; and not ſuch as were uſed to remove 
doubts and ſcruples, where it was admitted, 
Let the Apoſthe's reaſoning therefore in this 
place bg what it will, it will not follow by any 
meant; that this ſort of Proof was ever mau 
ws to prove Chriſtianity -ro- the 'Jewsy, 
To ſs, that''rwas ſet up as the only prov 
— reaſoning to bring all men to the faith 
of Chriſt, p. 94. 7 SIPS. ĩ Ft. TIS wad 5 
J might"therefore juſtly difmife the Objettion 
P But pet [hope 16 mate it 
appears that #he Apoſtle bas pat no ſecret my+ 
_ meaning gon har plain piece of hi. 
ry, referred to by lim is bis Epiſtle to 1b 
| Galaviatieh" that be argues from the plain fact 
tte, and not from any e meaning qu. 


13 


+ + © Poſed"to le coucbed under it. The — * 


D, ig not very obvious; but à due — A 
tion of tbe hiſtorical: fatts, to abich it refers, 
8 * actes, where the Apoſtle © 


*. ae arguss 


PDE FA 


nes from the. ſame Topick, "ill ¶ believe) 
mute it both yr ra art Mens, NN 
Lb piece 'of biftory, referred to St Paul 
in this and other Places, is to be mei uith in 
be book of Geneſis. When Gad called bra 
ham 10 ſend him into a ftrunge laud to ſojourn 
there," be made him this promiſe I will make 
of thee a great Nation, and I will bleſs thee, 
and make thy name name great, and thou ſhalt 
bea And I will bleſs them that 
bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee: 
And inthe}: . em 1 
de wil eaſily „er 5\ af eme 
ie — 10 2 Family, 
— his deſcendants fbould become à great na- 
n; aud ſhould be hleſſed; the latter part 
ee the families of | the eurih in general, 
that they ſbonid be bleffed iu him (that ic). iu 
bi ſeed, as it it enplained Geno xx11118 In 
thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of rhe earth 
be bleſſed! ¶ e go on to enquira, upon what 
conſideratiun this gracious promiſe”; was made 


and confirmed 2 bmabank ; the' Hiftorian tells 
, Gen. xv. 6. That he believed in the 


Lord, and he counted it to him for righ- 
teouſneſs. In proceſi of time i ſhmael d 
-boriz to Abraham f Agar bir Bend. woman, 
Gen. xvi. 15. und Abraham ſeem d 10 
"wore, but 2 t the Promi 0. 4 


2 Bar Cue jp — 
-bis n e Frame, Houudun depend 155 


n 


8 da * 
My Covenant will Naters n 
v. "en? In Iſaac hall 5 & fa . 


XI. 122 K enn 


— ef the Prom 1G% nrg rmumediately' . 
ſpeiting- the! naturul deſcendants of 
dia 1 fo : 


muſt their clad be to the | 
— Javier 
without 


t diflinttion..:. ir. e Shall all the . 
—— wongre went: bl be abs 
Al's drgoment 4; Rom. bs; | "5, the. 
army —— * 4 
Abraham ave excladed:-For they are 8 
c 11K 
cauſe they are the ſeed of 
they all children: . all thy food 
be called. That is, they which are Chil 
of the — cheſs arc not che Childeem — 
vr of Gul but the Children. of the Pro- 
— —.— — — 
9 ritke. thereto. | The 


Pro- 


PREFACE 


is —.— ow nor Greet, Wend i 18 3 
Bend nor Free, there is neither Male nor 
— for ye" are all one ee e e Jeſus, 
4 to the condition - 


ay 


rib 
brig thwey' 5 — 3 
fwirh that tho promiſo was made, and it is eu- 
prefſily recorded' of bim, That he believed — 
God, who counted it to him for Ri 
ouſneſs. fron" ibis manner we f Sr. Paul 
arguing from this Hiſtoriral Batt,” Rom. iv. 
x3: For the promiſe, that he ſhould be the 
heir of — was not to Mrubum, or 
eee g 3 — 
c ſieppoſe, bx cs Ford 
Al my fo mankind 


N % 24s it re- 
ange, ver, 2, 24. 

3 . a 
; impute TS: im z but for 413" 
whom it ſhall be iputed. , be bad fad, 
i" war ricorded of "Abraham's faith; what 
rat impusud tü him for righteaufneſi, What 
—— ne%. r6ay rovuray" 1 
. 0 7 
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| « ewhew.the: promiſe made: 6. im tro - faith. 


cc ould be. fulfilled, aue tbr faith might ber 


3 come partakers of it, aud thereby righteouſ- 


neſs might be imputed to us alſo. 2 i 
queſtion: Whether circumci· 
fron, and the obſervance of the Moſaick Las 


As to the grand 


(being both of divine appointment), were not in: 
tended to ùe neceſſary. conditions of obtaining the 
latter part of the promiſe-made to Abraham? 
The . * is, That E 8 
Hiſtory, that therefore the. Jewiſh — 
were to blame in inſi hing thereupon. Thus 


find St. Paul arguing, Rom, iv. — 


ay, that faith was reckoned unto Aura, 
for righteouſneſs. How was it æhen rechen 
ed 82 when he was in Ciraumciſion or in 


Uncircumciſion Not in Cireumciſion, but 


in Uncircumeiſion. Abraham therefore 


by faith winbout Circumciſion Pleaſed God and a 


obtained the promiſe; it is not. improbable, that 


they alſo -ſbould. obtain the; bleſſing promiſed | 


who: walk-in 


Without Circumciſion, the ſteps 


of that faith of our Father Abraham, which 5 
he had yet being uncircumciſed; uin. 


And the ve 
with reſpe 
ober vance thersof could not be a neceſſany con- 


; ' ſame” IJ 


will hold god 


dition. of obtaining the general bleſſing promiſed. 
Accurdingiy eme find the HApoſtle applying it, 
Gal. iii. 17. This L ſay, the Covenant chat 
_ confirmed before of God in Chrift 
. ed ſeed) the Law, Which was: 
undred wy thirty years after, cannot 

ould "ms. „* 


| — elfe. 


eK 


lite this appears in 


reaſoning: 
10 the Moſaickx Lato, that the 
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But e hut 58 n a 3% 


| made u eteſſary. condition without diſannulling 


the Promiſe ?* To hieb I anſwer, That ube 
nature of the Lato itſelf will determinesthis 
gueſtion in the negativs. Becaiiſe it was alapted 
to #he particular circumſtances of the Iſraelites, 
ronfidered ©as u ſeparate People It was given 
with defigy"to keep them ſeparate, during the 
corrupt idolatrous flate. vf the Gentile Worid. 
It Was added becauſe of 'Pranſgreflions . 
(with which the world abounded) till athe 

deed / ſhall come, to whom the promiſe was 
made, Gal. iii. 19. And till then only, 16 


very evident; becauſe. the cuntinuance f 4 
Law defgned to keep them ſeparate; under a 


diſpenſation intended to unitè in one body: both - 
Jews aud Gentiles, and to make: both par- 
takers of une common bleſing, is abſurd and 
ridiculous. * The Very. bs ano of- ſuch 32 
Lau, exiſting i in its full force, and to be con- 
tinued always, would neceſſarily exclude. either. 
Jews or Gentiles from. their title to that cùhm- 

mon bleſſing." promiſed: egually to both. Fur it 
would he abſurd to ſuppoſe one neceſſary condi- 
tiowof a. common Covenant 10 Je ſuch, a4 

obliged: them: to hade no Communication with 

one another. Therefore (as the + Apoſtle argues; 
Rom. iv. 140) If they which are * the 
Law be Heirs; (as ſuch) not on faith is 
made void, at alſo the promiſe is made of 
none effect: Becauſe the Lam, which vir- 
tually forbids; Union 'betwixt\ Jews. and Gen- 
tiles would exclude the: Gentiles from. inhes. 
"ting the — th them. un vice 
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2 - Hemet de is; that Sr. N A es 
_— Gal. iv. 21, &c. wn A 
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= — rope Frome 20 
w | tho' he was the Seed of n 
4 bond- woman; ad the ſon of 


bond -woman was not to inherit with — 
3 The — 
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is ane body, and mate 
\a co mon . bleſſng· 9 
: 2 4 natural imperf 


_— wat 


and Iſhmael, 


ing, that any 
| . 5 under that plain piece of Hiſtory; 
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ion, h which. Iſh- 
el was Je do in .4be latter, there 
moral one, by; avkich;»the Jews exclu- 


gualiſied ta partake of A Covenant,. which: in 


* , i gf 20 ſeparation 
4 6 
. mother. their ca, 


Ihilf the- Law therefare was their 


that of Iſhmael, 8 of the 


led the 4 in 
#0 draw. + eral 


between the. one ca an 


| tbe other, Far from ſayings Thai by. Iſaac 
in the hook of Moſes, vere 5 


meant the tao Covenants ;. far. from Suggeſt 
ſecret ſpiritual meaning wa. 


be argues es is uſug]frow' one parallel cafe 
#0. another, and illufprates the caſe in 


by . its .carre/pondeney. 10 4 | known caſts 2 
oats” out F diſpute. e 


- Accordingly . the Apaptts's, meaving. may te be 
explojued ius: ver. 21. 1 


2 Yeu, duo . defere 10 he under the i wo | 
c acquainted with it. ver. 2h. "Gonfider 7 
Abraham's 


& 2hew. yhat is written cangerting 

8 rue ſons, Magc end Ihhmacl, eng of aubich 
© ie had in o bond en, the. gther by 'n 
ct free: wm. ver. 23+ Ahe one excluded from 

« inberitivg, as ſon-of ab 


venant, 


my faſt caſes there 


2 mſelues 3 for tying themſalvet up firitt- - 
. = to their. laws. of ſepardtieny they. were diſ- 


might juſtly: LY, comparad'to . _ 
bebe mer, LNG 

who (as ſuch) bad nq title..to inherit. This 

no befare as, 


and- moman ; the other, 
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. 3 2 * a A 0 Promiſe. v. 24. This 
4 alle coed may" (y a figure 
uſe 10 0xpreſs one thing 
c ade to repreſent) the two" Covenants : "The 
one from” Mount Sinai, viz. The legal” Co- 
which the unbelieving 
1 are fill in a ate of bondage, by its Laws of 
de Separation ſhut up, and during 
8 — diſqualified to inherit the general bleſ. 

"166. eng. Their caſe therefore through 


t nen 


- $6 venant, thr 


E F A C k. 


bs kae is pa- 1 
- avith\evhich 
Y another) be 


Jews 


their ſuhjection 
the Law is 


elite that of Ihmael through Agar. v. 2p. The 
=” "fate then of Agar and ber ſon anſawereth to 


the preſent ſtate of Jeruſalem Formed upon . 


he legal Covenant, for through it ſbe is in 
bondage with ber children. v. 1 But Je- 
de ruſalem which®is from above, or the 'new 
fate formed upon the ſecond Covenant, is free, 


nuberein there is no diſtinction of families, 
0 Jaws ef ſeparation; bur as cemmom pa- 
t rent of us all, takes in all nations, all the 


families of the-earth, as Heirt o 


k oe! bleſſi bf 15 8 
e rolling 2 lorious increaſe of the E ure 
liy. 1, &c. 3 forth, and 
i ſays, - Rej dice thou barren that beareſt 
dee not — forth and cry, thou that tra- 
66: yaileſt not: for the deſolate hath many 
. ae more children than ſhe. which hath ih 
6 an Husband. ver. 28. Wo then, Brethren, i © 
embrace it througb faith, a 

«© Iſaae was, are "Heirs according 0 promiſe. 
. ver. 29. But the unbelieving Jews reſemble 
the eucluded ſon in all reſpects; for as ben 
e, bat mas born Ken 1 


f Goa, chap. 


dt and all that + 
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. Wherefore 1 


8 


ane Com- 


cuted 


2 R E E A C E. * Judd 


Jacob, that was born after the ſpirits 
. «fo. th | valuing ' themſelves upon being of the 
5 «ſeed of 32 according to the fleſu, are for 
0 1 maintaining ſtrictiy their laws: of ſeparation, 
and wt]! — exclude you, .to. whom' the 
40. Promiſe equally belongs ; but by that very 
meant Be, are ſtill in — ſtate of bondage, and 
& eaclade themſeluss. ver. 30. So that what 
4 the Seripture ſays with reſpett to Iſhmael, 
“ js juſtly applicable to them, Caſt out the 
bond-woman and her ſon: for the ſon of 
cc the bond-woman ſhall not be heir with 
cc the ſon of the free- woman 
This is the allegory, this is the application. 
of There is no myſtical meaning /ought for, nur 
 ſcrued out of the plain words of Moſes. The | 
x which the Apoſile makes of them in this 
aud ;other places, needs no other conſtruction, 
bi the literal. and obvious one. His deſign 
5 hes: #s.t0 illuftrate one caſe by another parallel 
to it. And in this he is not fingular, but is 
- juſtified. 265 by,the common rules 'of rea- 
Job a) 1d - diſtounſe. and: by the frequent pra- 
- -» Ftice of the moſt firitt philoſophical i | 
argument by example is drawn up more firiftly 
£1 ohm to ſcholaſtick rule, than our Au- 
bor s by Induction : For he argues a fortiori, | 
Ja natural imperfection excluded Iſhmael, | | 
ibo of the ſeed of Abrabam according to od 
the fleſh, nuch more may 4 moral one be 
Idee to exclude others of the ſame ſeed. 
I have' now confider'd every Inſtance alledged 
14 our Author; af whirb there is not one 
that can be called à typical or allegorical 
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inſtcad of endeayouting. ro. cftabliſh any 
one 1 truth, and giving their own 
maß intimate bought — ſhould 
have laboured to puzzle every thing of im · 

ortance that came in their way with the 
lane arts, the quibbles and ſophiſtry of a 


wrangling diſputant ? Whether it had been 


a good ule of their learning and penetration 
(in which they bad not many ſuperiors) if inſtead 
of ſpeaking- their own minds freely on all im- 


portant . in. Philoſophy and Theology, 


lite Mr. ON, ü had employ'd them- 
ſelves in makin; | 885 collections of all the 
weak G 4 ons of Philoſo- 


phers and Divines, tiſhing them to the 
world in the moſt ludicrous manner, with 
deſign only to expoſe thoſe Writers. and 
their Subjects, not to improve their 
Readers thereby? Whether ſuch great 
7 would : mat more virtuouſly and 
re gien, as well as more HonoRABLY, 
bave employ d their time, if they had turn d 
themſelves entirely to the heathen Hiſtorians, 
Poets, Orators, and Philoſophers, ſpent ten 
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for every, p ae capable 2 
on, picking out. ſcraps." of Sw 1:4 oy 11 
ken unconnected p ages, half expreſſions, 
and putting them together to give the 
Reader a falſe idea of Religion, and the 
Scriptures. whereon tis founded? Or if 
they had thus ae their ſagacity and la- 
bour, whether a juſt apology for Mr. Wi- 
ſton, for free bong free [profeſſion "and 
communication of notions, for teaching others 
what a Man is perſwadelly of - himſelf, could be 
ee an apology for ſuch men and ſuch 
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| \ faculties, and the'inſufficiency | I 
h of bare naturalreaſon to guide " 
, direct us in matters of re- | 


ths onvince us of tze 
Hecellity of a divine revelation to give . 
; us! further light and ſatisfaction there- 5 
F in: ſo the thay different and contra 
| dictory pretences, that haye been made © 
to inſpiration, and the great diverſit y 
of opinions, which have been taught 
and receiv'd in the world, as doctrines | 
| from God, may convince us N 
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1 2 wo attention. bl ſiſt Ny ww ex 
mine ſug pretences, an as the Apoſtle 
exhorts at the iſt verſe of W Chapter, 


Try the ſpirits, whether they be of God. 


Je. 4 0 A MASS. we are = 
e falſe, 10 ineo are 4 
wich E. that A cannot 
come from God, who is a God of. 
truth and can in nd wiſe: contradict 
himſelf. 5 
And as of the mock 
quence to us, that we know. the win 
quence, that we. e and follow 
it, ao revealed and made known to 


— us; 10 n 1 8 4 poxtance, that 
we be a = the ror. — 
the wicked, 81 u — 
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culiar marks and'tokens up- 


grant us any revelation at all. No fevela- 
tion whatſoever would ſignify any thing, 
or be of any ſervice to us, unleſs we could 
have ſome certainty about it. A revela- 
tion coming from God, unleſs i it could 
be known to be ſuch, is in effect the 
ſame as having none at all. To receive 
ir. ——— — n pars s'of 

ivine original, w not e 
125 a groun dei credulity, bur ifs 
leave us liable to all manner of impo- 


ſture. What method therefore ſhalt a 


ſincere man take to avoid ſuch a miſs 
carriage? ſhall he embrace the firſt re. 
ligion, that offers it ſelf ta him; and 
without ſt any further ſtick cloſe 
to the prinei principles 'of his education? II 
this were oh. then all the contradicto- 
ry notions, that are in the world would 
be equally fafe and true, and there 
conld be no fuch thing as 4 falſe fell. 
ow ton, or the ſpirit of error any where. . . 
this will not be admitted. Ts'trurh 
then confin d to any certain country, 
or to any particular fer of men? No. 
But if it Were, ſtill there would remam 
this difficult „ to 8 to. chat 
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ona reve coming from him, 48 . 


1 long d. If this were all the rule we 
L 
would be partial to his 'own country, 
and to thoſe mem he is beſt acquainted 


by a ſincere impartial uſe of our rea- 


inſpiration, the nature and tendency of 
the doctrines taught by them; which 
ſeem moſt worthy of God for their 
author and to have the cleareſt marks 
of divine Authority ſtampt upon them. 
Ibis is the advice our Apoſtle has gi- 
Ven us, Beloved,” believe not 
rit, but 7 the ſpirits whether they 2 
of God. Hereby plainly diſſwading us 


without examination; and as 


that method is, the Apoſtle has Tuggeſt- 

ed to us in the following verſes. For 

tho in the zd and zd verſes he aſſerts 
| den of — Every pr 
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had to go by, every man (no doubt) 


with: And ſo the principles of educa- 
tion muſt prevail every my inſtead 
of trac religion; 75 7557 7599 oft v4, 
There is therefore no pofſible way 
left to diſcover truth from error, but 


fon : examiining;”according tothe beſt 


of our judgment and abilities, the dif- 
ferent pretences of men to truth and 


from credulouſly receiving any 6+ 0 


ing, that there is ſome Sc 
diſcerning between doctrines coming 
from God and thoſe that do not: What 
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rit, Pre confeſſeth- Jeſus yy 1 SERM 
be come in the fleſh, is of God; and e- |, 
2 jÞi rity that confeſſesh not that Fe- NN 

fins: Chrift is comè in the fleſb, is not of 
Cod yet he does not do this dogma- 
tically, expecting to be believed upon 
his on bare 7 but at the 5th 

and 6th verſes proceeds to give his rea- 

ſons for that aſſertion. They, are of the 

world (meaning them that denyed 

Chriſt and oppoſed the Chriſtian doc- 

trine) therefore ſpeak they of the world, 

and the world hearetb them, that is, gu 

are acted by a: worldly, principle, and 

their doctrines are calculated to ferve 

worldly- purpoſes. Me are of God. 
| (ſpeaking of imſelf and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles:) have no worldly views, 
de ance but on God, he that knows „ 
eil Gad beareth uc (bęcauſe our docx . - 
trine is wortliy of him for its Author) 

he that it not of Gad heareth nat us . 
(becauſe | it is not ſuited ta warldly. ſen⸗ 


would juſtify his aſſertion in the 24 and . 

3d verſes; and therefore adds in the. 

words;of the text, Herety know. we, 5 
, truth and the. ſpirit Her- . 

rar. The force of the Apoſtle s rea- | 
Joning 1 in this 258800 may pages imme- 
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to contain his — ; about. 5 bs fi 
ir Dru? aud tbe it of error. . a 
therefrom, which 
eaſily to diſtinguiſh b uren — Pririd 


error, And, 
' Firſt, 1 ſhall endeavour 10 explain 


the Apoſtle in thoſe two-verſes:: 
are 2 oſed to contain his teaſ 
Pirit of truth an 


-of 


foe 72 


rit 


the world, Fherefore 
world, and the world heareth them. 
Who are meant by them, that are of 
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are ſuch as r 
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"OY world (in thefe reſpe 
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theſe . 


may ferve as Rules 2 


—— His rule for the diico- 
very of impoſtors is this. They are; of 


ſpeak they of | the 


»he worth, is not difficult to be under. 
egard moſt t the 
this world. W hat they are, the 


which are ere — 


is fond of 


is the ſouree of all iniquity; 


to ſerve werldiy put IO! 
(fays de) of 


o& men; therefore earthly ang ſenſugt 
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the leave of the Father it not in him. 


eauſe the love of theſe things, - | 
of. engaging men in the ſervice of God 
in ndeavOurs to promote His Honour 


and 2 de on the Congtrarv e age 
men in pürſuits u mwörthy 
and themſelves. The ove Fiheſe: *. 1 


of all e 
miſchiefs and confuſions that are in the 
world, of every thing that is hateful to 
God," and debaſing to hurnan nature. 
The therefore: might juſtiy ar- 
perſons, acted and governed 

ineiple, were not of God: 
pidlly if it appears, as he obſerves 
father, that their doctrines alſo ſavoii- 
red of this principle, were were calculated 


werb — that 5 bey Gait their 
ehenſions 


ſalted to thefr vicious ho undd coun- 
"mg amo. al practices 1 

am- face no r mind can doubt, 
dere ſuch ſymptorns-as Theſe * 
but there muſt be impoſtare at the 
E — any aan 


3 Gut e 


The reafon is plain and obeious s be. vs | 


ten ebe eee trine b 
; imm ate revelation from God. ik it 
Wappears that he has ſome worldly ends 
to ſerye thereby, that his doctrine 
calculated to win upon the vitiated 
part of mankind, to ſooth nd coun- 
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| ma; ſafe Without 
7 be rejetted — an impoſter. 
By this juſt and rational obſeryation;did 
our ; Apoſtle explode the pretences of 
that impure ſect, who ſetting them- 
ſelves in oppoſition to the! Apoſtles, 
| 3 70 be f God, to baue fel- 
| with him, to know him more 
; —— than other men; yet indul- 
.ged — and followers in all 
manner of licentiouſneſs; tau ht that 
Chriſt had purchaſed ſuch a l rty fo 
us; that men — deny him in times 
of perſecution, and for their preſent 
aer conform to the practices not only 

1 of mn but of Gentiles likewiſe: How 
Were * the world, that they ſpake of 
<the: world, and that they Who heard 
them — as eee wm 
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which they aſſumed to themſelves with- 


out foundation. For at the roth verſe ww 
of the preceding chapter, he had given 


the marks, which diſtinguiſh them that 
are of God, from them who are ny. ; 


N In this (ſays he) they are mamifeſt, be 


that - doth. not righteouſneſ5 is not of 
God. Leaving us to conclude on the 
other hand, that he who doth righte- 
ouſneſs, who makes it the ſcope: and | 
aim of his actions to be upright and 
without offence, to deal equally by all | 


Z men, that would not for the gratifying 


of any private paſſion, or for the fake _ 
of his own worldly intereſt; do a hard 


or injurious thing to any, is of God. 
And his reaſon for this concluſion is 


given at the agth verſe of the ſecond 
Chapter; — backs men act andi be- 
dare CA: children of God, 
ü 8 ving the ſpiri/of: Goda- 5 


his — ag — to be li bim, 
and as be 16, % are ibey in this uu. 
For God is righteous. And as the 
Apoſtle argues, If ye know: that he ir 
righteous, ye know that every) coo 
geh righteouſneſs: is born of” bim. 
"ik In Lor the principle the. je 
2 upon, is the beit L ſafeſt we b 


can 


oy ” 


Sr At. can take in matters of 1 
WY ons as we can of the Divine nature, his 


to make the beſt 


9 private paſſi 
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35, to get as juſt and true — 


attributes and perfections, what is wor- 
thy of him, what moſt — 
be — oa to ſuch a Being; an 


erſons pretending to he from him; 


by 2 their conduct, their docs 
| henſ 


their deſigns, with our appre- 
fthat great Being, from whom 
they pretend to derive their authority 
char pears, that they act worthy of 
— in endeavot 


e be 


— intereſts, the 
ſcope of their conduct if the doctrine 
they teach have nothing in it unworthy 
of God for its —— that 
2 to * ne encourage 


— 
t we can of 


ſter from whom they pretend 4 


ſture 18 rem Wer 
God wil be-ncined to give = 


poſtle argues in favour of chriſtianity, 
and che firſt publiſhers of it; that it 
was a doctrine worthy of God, agree 


him den derbe apprehenſions of 


Piri of truth, and the: ſpirit of er. 
ans whether thoſe rules have any 
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that therefore _ — knew 


on examination appear. 

of God for its author, and a 
to juſt and true 
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our direction in Ju BY - 
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So foundation in reaſon, and m 
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queſtion, which will not fall wir- 
28 o en qu vice; what i 
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SYN think, would make this his firſt ſtep 


b ſider the doctrine propoſed to es: 
ends and purpoſes prop 


ſhould find a — deſign; A great anc 
Yood « end purſued thereby, a new and 


enquiry, UC. f 
. an im 


able opinion of it, and 1105 ink. 


in ſuch an enquiry. He would « 


ed to be ſerved 
der. next the Au- 


hereby; he would co 


thor to whom it is aſcribed, Whether it 

be worthy — Being-and ik — -ſuch a 
tand Being, and likely to pro- 
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upon enquiry he 


| tual method diſcover d for 
promoting at which: hadeither eſcaped 


the notice, or was above the reach of 
human capacities; and upon the whole 
| nothing g inconſiſtent with, or unworthy 


2, righteouſneſs, 


and; other: known. ing attributes of A. 


J app peared ro — en afhis 


Ic ONS muah; at 
1avea jones pres} 


leaſt be inclined to 


ibed in this Chapter. Every wife man, 


ons thereupon, which may erde © 2 Rules , 
to us, whereby we may be able more 
eaſily to diſtinguiſ between the ſpirit 
of ruth; and the ſpirit of error. And 
J obſerve, that*the Apoſtſe f uppoſes 
che aſe. of Our natural dedonne 
tordiſtinguiſh à revelation' cöming err 
—— from he 87 lun a oe : 
Rule preteribe m for the 0 
. they be of God 82 5 
is tb That We "COMPTE, their "doc- 


Hons we fines God. mig phinlz 
Fippoſes that we Gught to have Tre 
Jult and true ap Prebenlfone of the di. 
vine nature, before we c alifi 
(according to'this Rule) to judge of a 
revelation ce 
are theſe apprehenſions of God to be 
acquired? Not by” revelation, it is Plain; 
becauſe they are refequilitets the trya al 
of revelations. The exiſtenee 6f God, - 
and in a good meafure his attributes ad 
Perf ions muſt be underſtòocd 1 
before we can expect him tore Ve Him- 
elf to us, before We can 5085 Whether - 
the doctrine revealed be wort by"of him bim 
In this caſe thereforenatural re nut 
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ning from him: How then 
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= x. be our guide; what that teaches upon 
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There cannot (I think) be a —— 
reflection caſt upon a religion, pretend- 
ed to be of God, than to repreſent it, 
not as founded in reaſon, but — 
on the ruins of it. It Was plainly the 
ry, thr their teachers of Chriſti- 
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taught any thing unrenſonable? and if 
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to Which I appeal; 5 do vou not 
— hes He ras tus Ju — true 

ns is diſpoſed 
to act ſuitably thereto, his judgment 
and inclination. will move him to hear 


trine is ſuch; and the true reaſon why 
you reject it is, becauſe ye neither 
ny. 1 
nature. en , 
poſe, that men were capable: by ta 
— uſe of. natural reaſon. (oven aun. 


epilile, to the - Rem. i 1 10 7 
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Alling their hearts with food « and Had. 


VA wager meaning that from theſe continu- 
al inſtances of 25 rovidence exerciſed 


towards mankind, they might, by: a due 


uſe of their natural faculties, have come 
at ſome right and true apprehenſions 
concerning him. And indeed it was 


neceſſary that men ſhould have mad 


ſome progreſs herein, before they c 
be capable, with any certainty, to judg go 


of a revelation, coming from him. E 


_ they ought to have examin'd the 
rine pretended to be revealed, be- 


888 with any ſafety con- 


clude, that it was worthy of God for or 


: — author, and likely to have Proceed- 


d:from him. 0 
Ro 9 -e- therefore. the aſs. of, a 


reaſon is neceſſary truly to 8 
a reyelation coming from God, 


that which does not, we may obſerve 


Seconaly, That any doctrine, which 


5 contradids the eee or de- 
ductions of reaſon, ought not be re- 


cane, as coming from God; but to 
be rejected as 2 oceeding from a {pi 
ere are certainly ſome 

neceſſary. to be receiv d 5 de- 
* as true, before: 499 ſuch 
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8 for e "that dne : 197 God, 
and that he is a Bei 
truth and veracity. 
of both theſe at leaſt, I have no nvths 
to look for, or depend upon, a res! 
velation from him. And the only 
courſe I can take, antecedently to Re· 
velation, to eome at the A 
of theſe; is to conſult my Reaſon: and 
all the certainty I can have about 
them muſt be ſuch, as my reaſon is a2 
ble to furniſh me With. If therefore 
depend upon the evidence of 
— I. cannot depend upon the 
truth of theſe two then ifitions; 3 nor 
i non upon Truth — a re- 


1 am ſatis 


K A plan — chat to queſton | 
the- evidence of Reaſon, is to render 
Revelation equally queſtionable; and co 
receive any thing às a revelation c= 
ming from God, which contradicts 
the evidence of reaſon," is to under⸗ 
mine the very foundation of revelation 
it ſelf and to leave that groundleſs 
upon which we build the truth of the 
doctrine revealed. No doctrine there. 
tore. which Zotra lite: the e 
of en can — 'A ny --tojerable 
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18 Diems Mr ions 5 
S's « m:grounds ' be-kdmitted;” as a Revelatioft 
I. coming from Gl]. 

> © Which wil appear yet further by 
cConſidering, that. the very ſuppoſition 

of wo a Revelation is utterly ground- 
leſs. We are very well end that 
Goa is the author of our and 
all our faculties: and we cannot on 
acknowledge, that our underſtandi 
is the moſt Excellent faculty he has gi 

Sanne e ee 
that periſh; and it was p 
given us with this intent, that by a 
due uſe and application thereof we 
might diſcern truth from etror; chat 
which is juſt and fit to be} done, or 
obſerved by us, from that which 
not, This 

upon as one way, Wich God bas ta- 

ken to diſcover his will to us. Should 

we therefore admit any ching © as 4 

Revelation coming from him, which 

eontradicts the evident dictates of our 

pa we ſacrifice ' one revelation; 
- „ e eee, "oy 

very beings, beings; to make ay for another, 
wich is inconſiſtent” wi it. Ik is in 
effect admitting, that the j ent of 
dur own minds is in ho enfe to be de- 
pended upon; that the faculties theres 


oh 22 e eee, has 
; given 


A 


2 — miſt Be lockt 
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| Doctrines come from God, VV 
md which do 40 . Ker. 1 0 cannot 

| ictates 

reaſon, Haw can 1 the b. aſſured, that 4 
15 doctrine is a revelation dome from 
od? If I receive it without conſult- 
ing my reaſon, - then for ought I know 
it may be an Impoſtufe, and I am & 
very way as liable to embrace an er- 
ror, as the truth. But if J embrace it 
upon the tryal conviction of my 
reaſan, ther tis Ladmit the PR 
ciples of -reaſon are to be depen 
upon; which if 1 do, I cannot vr 
ently- admit any ching 8s. hag at which 
contradicts it. 

The truth ef the eule is dis, 
Revelation. was not intended tb 
deſtroy the evidence of reafon, where 
it might be had; but to ſup ly the 
__ it, where it row d 1 — 
2 ' we are capab in many t 
2 come at certain Wels * 
due: eation of our natural foutties: J 
yet there are many things, which gur 
reaſon of it Telf is not capable ger- 
— 4 to diſcover. It was with an in- 
dent to ſup pply this defect of our reaſon, 
| | 12 Nr times Interpo- 

C2 
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Sona el to reveal himſelf to us; not in fuck 
I. a manner, as would render both Rea- 
* ſon uſeleſs, and the truth of all Reve- 
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lation doubtful; but in a manner agree- 
able to our natural faculties, which 
helps to confirm the eyidence gf rea- 
ſon, ſo fer as it reacht, and in many 
other inſtances ſupplies the imperſecti- 
ons of it. That in ſuch a 3 
ſhould be ound many things not diſ- 
douerable by . human reaſon, many 


| our e 
ſonabiy be expected. But to ſuppoſe 
God the . — — of a revelation, wh ich 


things that - ay without the reach of 
aculties, mi ight very rea- 


_ .contradids; our natural; knowledge, is 


33 


effect ſuppoling him to deſtroy the 


very end and uſe of his own. Werk- 


manſhip; and leaving us without any 


ꝓoſſible means of knowing what Do- 


-Etrines are from bim, and what are 


not; which would be overthrowing 


E all manner of certainty whatſoevexr,,:. 


Another obſervation I ſhall; 
from the Apoſtle 8. reaſoning, Which 


may ſerve as a Rule to diſtinguiſh be- 
teen the iris of truth. — the pi- 


vit of error, is, That no Doctrine, 


Which contradicts ONE: Fo Notions 


and apprehenſions 
4 to be received as comi ng fron 


6 


hut W's to be cee as ende e * 


from a ſpirit of error. This Rule (as 
8 have betteoblereed) was directly in- 
dended by the Apoſtle in thoſe words, He- 
that knowerh. Gd. hearethius.- Where 
he ſuppoſes men to have ſome juſt and 
Proper apprehenſions of God antece- 
dent to revelation, with which they 

compared the doctrine pretended to be 
of him, and finding it agreeable there; 

to they received it. I have already 

taken notice; that we are capable, bx 
natural liglit, to come at ſome juſt and 
true apprehenſions: of God. Whatever 

therefore contradicts theſe apprehen- 
ſions of him, ought not to be received, 

as a Revelation coming from Him. 
Men could have no other way to jacks | 
What was worthy of him, or what 
was likely to proceed from him, but 
by theſe" antecedent dictates concern- 
ing him. Should we once give up all, 
7 that natural reaſon teaches, us, concer- 


ce ning his Being, Na ure and Attributes, : 
h Her give un ry foundation of re- 


- Velation 1 1 ſelf, and the means of di- 
* 1 it from error and imf — 
e, ture. A Divine Revelation neceſſari- 
vs i iy ſuppoſes theſe for its foundation, 

and can ( think)” have little ins, 
7 * upon us, unleſs they be firtt 
ub „„ 8 - known 
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SER M. known and aſſented to. Unleſs. I am 
I. firſt perſuaded of God's, goodneſs and 
Niobe to mankind; and his-providential 
Care of the world; how can I believe 

2 expect, that he ſhould regard men 

ſo much, as to make any revelation 

of himſelf to them Without ſome 
apprehenſion of his truth and faithful- 
nels, L cannot be ſatisfied,” that he re- 
eſents things truly to us. H 
queſtion his Power, I cannot depend 
upop his promiſes, or much. regard his 
threatnings. If I doubt of his Wiſdom, 

T ſhall hae equal reaſon to doubt, whe- 

_ ther it be my wiſdom to be govern d 

py his directions. Thus neceſſary is 

it, to have ſome know! God, 

his ART and Porſeings, efore 

a revelatiom can upon, 

or be of-ſervice to 9,255 and conſe- 
quently it muſt be abſurd; to receive 

any. thing as a revelation from him, 

VVTbich is repugnant to our natural no- 
= 1 and a apprehenſions of him. 

But here. it 0 0 askt, what wal 

5 they do, who thro' inattention, or 

1 = Nds or an evil education, are poſ- 

ſeſſed with wrong notions concerhing 

bim? They ſeem, 1 — Rule, to be 
under a neceſſity of being deceived, 

1 Bene if * ber 10 Doctrine 
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r it was ee 
the. Es. reaſbn, 10 correct 


their falſe notions and apprehenſions s'of 
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Sek nc4bin therein, ſeeing he is Lord of all 


N bands. Ty et in Teig made "with 
"< /N h 4 erein argui a no- 
tion they had; as J ene confi- 
ars certain place, from the ab- 
| n of ſup pr that the great Au- 
| thor, of all whoſe dominion 


mes to all 2 ends of the creation, 
thould be limited or circumſcribed as 
1025 imagined. 'He goes on, verſe 25. 
ther ig worſhi ipped (or ' miniftred 
} 8 hands, . tho + 1s a | 
; 4 ' any 2 7 ſees E vel to 
; Life aud EE 24 Ek Here- 
mn arguing, from his unive 4 provi- 
dence in propiding for che ſupport of 
all;: that he could not ſtand: in need of 
mans affiſtance, to provide for him 
ornaments and meats and ſacrifices, 
which they did for their idols. To 
 _ which he adds, ver. 29. Fg even 47 
mee are the of</prong- (or Workman- 
hip) of God, de oughi not to think 
5 5 the Godhead i is 1 gold, or Aver, 
* one, grapen by art or man's de- 
vice. Herein arguing, fromthe notion 
5 5 # had; of our being his creatures, 
5 that the "Author of ſo excellent a _ 
| could not be juſtly repreſented by 
piege of ſenſeleſs matter, tho it ad | 
A the art gas. man can beſtom upo 


is, Adele n manner, we fi 

8 ecorrecting à falſe notion I. 
d Jews had of God; who conceived \ 
him to be partial in his care of them, 
without having reſpect to the Gen- 
tiles: arguing with them from Reaſon, 
that The ame Lord over all is rich 
unt all that call upon hin. Thus 
rar were the Apoſtles to prove the 
eonſiſtency of t ir doctrine with juſt 
5rehenſions 'of God: For which 

n they made it their buſineſs to 


BY. correct, and reaſon men out of, their 


„% e fOS. a EI 


— 


WWW 


n 


— 


Fulle notions of him, in order to make 
them converts to the Chriſtian Religion. 
From the two forementioned obſèerva- 
tions we . . mother | equally 4 
certain, 
- of ene no Doctrine, which conchy any 
© . wicked: in it ſelf, or that directly 
tends to encourage iniquity, CT «be 
admitted as aRevelation coming om 
God. This will appear by conſidering, 
_ Firft;that the Laws of right and wrong, 
juſt and unjuſt, good and evil, have a 
neceſſary foundation in nature, and are 
E — emerge ome Nea TE 


mn 21 this . 
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8 of — wy airs cir. 
: cumſtances readily JEnt 
Ippon it, whether it — — 
be done, or not. And tho 
out ways to ſtifle this. Igment; 
the guilt is their 
obſerve them quiok-ſigt hted and Skilty 
1h, Wien a. eng are — an 
: cor (unworthy. action. 
. duties and their ob» 
ligation have ſo-cerfain a fqundation 
in Reaſon ; ſhould we admit any ching, 
25 a Revelation coming from God 
which is aA them, and tends 
to overthrow t obligation; Wwe 
ſhould then admit, a8 Revelation 
tradicts the — dictates of . 
— it has been proved already, 


1 ie — con oP be 
- dictates Reaſoo, on to 
received | e Revelation: trom God; 


mmands any thi WIC mics 
or: cha tends: to encourage iniquity, 
ought to be received as a Revelati 0 
. Secondly, As God is 
Perfect Being, juſt and holy, free from 
temptation or will to commit i 
it is impoſſible to + CONCEIVE: (com: 


Mendy with * 


po by _ 
„ T — 2 1 
2. * 37 F. 


bim) chat he od — po 3 
TCourage any thing that is wicked. Þ 
That which is his Nature muſt WW 
be diſpleaſing to him. 
vious to- 2 that what is dis- 
ple: wm ng cg uſt he diſcouraged by 
0 


1 and 1 5 
8 * envy or 1 | 4 DI 
there wanls then rl 


we 3 once ſup-- 
zor encoliraging 


or brings in W eee any A ky | 

8 ST ought. 8 be 

t as a Re on coming from 
8 uently no Doctrine, which 

realy. tends to en- 

ught to be received 

as pro- 


 ceeging from a-Spir3t of error. 
*.--Theſe- are 4p Obſervations I pro- 
you to make upon the Apoſtle's rea- 
ng concerning Lee 16 ap Fare 
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With care and ſincerity, would 
| "ke ſerved e to have diſco» 
vered all the Im — 94 ſtures, that have 
ever yet appear in the world; 
Which we; erally find to have been 
mixt with fome thing abſurd and ridi⸗ 
x gulous, unworthy © God, or elſe de- 
ſtructive of moral virtue and goodneſs; 


On the other hand 1 think a wiſe man, 


who is heartily diſpoſed to ſerve God 
in the moſt acceptable manner he is 
able, would hardly ſcruple to embrace 
a Doctrine, hilt upon a careful exa- 
mination appeared to him te have 
nothing in it inconſiſtent with his beſt 
55 on EC, of the Di- 
vin F. n an have. manifold 
it appeared to have ' manifold 
e e an ebdgefpf d 
viſible” deſign to diſcourage- vice, to 
promote virtue, to reform and perfect 
human nature; to abound — « argu- 
ments and motives wiſely calculated 
to-promote this end, not Juil 


uited to the 
ate paſſions of particular men, but 

n general to the Reaſon and Under= 

ung of mankind; as he could not 

but think a Doctrine of this kind wor- 
bo of God for its author, he could 
ot, without doing a ſort of violence 
gment, reject it as an wn] 5 
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10 "Yer — we conſider Nabe Wer 
capacity in ſome, and. — — want of 
attention e to diſcover that 
internal excellence, Wirk ve ny | 
luppoſe always; accom 2 Do- 
ctrine coming we ob- 
ſerve likewiſe a fort 1 "Frailey in bu- 
mane nature, which is e 
more affected with ſomething that 
raiſes the admiration, than what tends 
to inform the judę inſtances 
| of po er, more 1 with 430 Kr? | 
wWiſdom; it;16ems if not 
neceſſary, that a Divine Revelation 
ſhould have ſomewhat more, than the | 
bare intrinſick excellence of the-infti 
tution, to make its way in the world, 
and procure it a general regepti 
That God ſhould interpoſe;7 by 
Power, to awaken the attention, ass 
Well as by his Wiſddm;-to-oonvinice 
the underſtandings 'of men; and by 
ſome outuard Viſible impreſſions of 
bis Authority, add a farther) weight | 
to the internul purity of the; doctrme 
tevealed by him. rejudice and par- 
tiality ./ to — notion and. Or 
pir ions are not always conquered 
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Sun R. the cleareſt reafoning. nden and 
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Uperititions 


all the groſs 


World, ; Jong. bakure tome? of 
ailed, and men ere en pers. 
SS ns 
gree. i dt TEAS. de. 
vinced_'1 i rg con. 
cerned: "And honors: Goa. has: we 
uy thought fit 10-42ccompany che 
ſeveral Revelations of — to. 
with viſible demon of _ 
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;f God for its Authorg no way calcu- 
q ated to ſooth the 5 ions, to encou- 
the vices and follies of men; but 

_ wildly -contrived for the more effectual 
encouragement of univerſal. 1 bd 
nest, to promote the g eneral go df 
mankind, Pede hap pinefs and a — 
ment of human 3 A Doctrine at 
firſt delivered to the world in no-ordi- 
nary way; net by men that eguld be ſuſ- 
ected of guile or worldly deſign; but 
do be che Son 


el Cn 
or Cod With power IS rStuxxecti- 
on from ee, 255 Afterwards 
confirmed unto us by em that heard 

God alſo . | 


ns" and "ond 


- — | 8 8 4 ” 1 % * * 7 . O% 5 - 
eee e cee hv SIR, 
4 - . 
n 2 N * In EPA , Oy | 


3 
1 * A 2 1 
; ** 


* . x: .* 
Ke! * 4 > 4 * 


Pe it 
1 * 
; 

#3 : $ ate v5 


Sha 

„ -; 
3 . 
838 4 
2 95 8 e 
OT 


85 T*7 £8 <4 
4 2 4 5 * f . 
x” * 


18 1 a el 


"31 T3 0155131 hrs oat FOOL £ 


3 . . 


— 


10 * 
= 5 - 1 7 4 % *% + , F BY * 1 #* * 33 
2 2 ans 


4% * - * 
2 11 * P *. 1 
\ LEES 

"_ I 4 g 


6 Op 
* 


* 
4 
mY 
* 


7 Ss * £ 


8 9G OR 
you \conviniceth me 0 
ſay. the trut „ why do) 
"me? He that ts 0 


beareth God's words: - Te ther, dre 


; ; hear ys not, becauſe > are . 
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Ane igion is 2 matter of great 


rtance; as it is the du- 


8 


and intereſt of every m 
far as he is able, to ge 
right Information therein; 

aid a great Satisfaction likewiſe to a 
7 mind to uſe able to give a ot 


„ Wegen 


E LI many ſe ee, 

chat are made to truths and inſp 7 
I endesvonred in my laſt donnie to 0 

lay before you ſuch © Bale as ſeemed 
to me both ſafe and peceſlary for —4 
direftion 3 Making. this enquiry. 
in the firſt place I ablerved, | 

that. — Reaſon, which Was given 
us for aur ens of life, the matt in- 
tally to be conſulted in an en of 
Has nature: becauſe withont it we ane 


e 


2 aw-ñ]“ e pin 
to > e choc. Ede += 


dur onrhe bo 1 2 7 oceec 
ing fram ſpinit a error. 4 ſerved | 
Anrtner. that in a e | 


THT ATC Mg ren = renal 
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34 be internal Excellency 
Sent. 1 mean ſuch a knowledge of him, as 
I. may be ors — a due uſe of our 
natural faculties. Fo 
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J Exrellenc 


-ult r unleſs we were 
"Capable by Reaſon, independently of 
the helps granted by Revelation, to ac- 
quire ſome juſt and ſettled apprehenſi- 
ons of God; it would be impoſſible 
for us to form any good judgment of 
à Revelation coming from him. lt is 


4 
2 
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by theſe only, that we are capable of 


judging, whether the Doctrine taught, 
be worthy of him; whether the end 
intended to be ſerved thereby, need- 
ed the interpoſition of ſuch 4 Being: 


whether the manner of that interpoſi- 


tion be ſuitable to the dignity of his 
Nature, and will ſufficiently diſtinguiſſi 
it ſelf from the impoſitions of ſeducers. 

And in this enquiry alſo Reaſon muſt 
be our guide; not only to direct our 
judgment in acquiring juſt and proper 
apprehenſions of him; but alſo in 
= nparing'the doctrines pretended to 
ons of him, and in judging whether 
they be worthy of him or not. And 


infer, that any doctrine, which contra- 
dicts our natural notions and apprehen- 
ſions of God, ought not to be received 
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him, with thoſe apprehenſi- 


from hence therefore it was natural to 


Las proceeding from a Spirit of 
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3 F for: another equally. gertain; that 
no doctrine, which teaches any thing 


wicked in it ſelf, or that direct y tends 


to encourage iniquity, ought to be re- 


ceived as eoming from God. Becauſe 


ſuch a doctrine is not only entirely 


repugnant to juſt and ſober Reaſon; 


but alſo org of God, and quite 


CO ntrary to our natural ane 


a bim {AL 1 —2 4 
ar che other r hand: I obſerved, Tat 


. Lays wc gr voy or g hg End, 1 net 


in any wie to ſooth and encourage men 


in their vices, but to reform and p 
fect human nature; and for that pur- 


poſe to have diſcovered ſome new and 


more effectual method, which had ei- 


ther eſcaped the notice, or was above 
. reach of human ee if it Ly 


10 have noch ng 


een nN "As 8 good 4 
neſs, righteouſneſs or any other known 


attributes of the Almighty; nothing 


that ſavour'd of worldly policy, or that 


ſuit the purpoſes of crafty deſigning men: 
: N no adler man eould [have any 
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een opinion of it, if not obi. 
c thereby to conſeſs it to be of God 


Having dom theſe Rules for 
the tryal of doctrines, whether they 
be of God or not; having ew the 

_ reaſons upon which they ave Tound- 
Va, und the neteffity of applymp them 
m order to diſtinguiſh with any ſafety 
or certainty, between the 


ruh in vhe ſpirit of ofrov: Tal 


d to exe the Chrühan de- 


Rs i, or of 
or 

ts a A dofrine Tome from Ge 

1 cantiot but think N a juſt 

in -fivonr of Chrftinhity, 0 ende 

the firſt teuchert of it, nt IfAſtin 
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c y miirtioles, Ge.) of their Aioide 
Wen but upon the meer 
_ Tellence of the YoRrine it ſelf. on 
ig frequently to che unde 
men, making 1 — ſudges of the 8 
cue taught by them; whether it Was 
N agr. o Fight reaſon; We 
ef Gdd, and entirely Seiffert 7W 
= e and mot rational approtes 


lions | 


by theſe Rules; whether _ 


ty on he refer proots (by prophe- 
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any ſueb fſymptoms as theſe Ae * 
fmould de re 48 e 
way a mark given by our B 


5 5 or advantage z - 


| of that. God, from whom he. pred 
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of Gn 1 sri vir v. 37 


| ling kewiſe AS, to 8. B * 
nw own enge „ whether it bad aux II. 
ſuſpicion af guile gr hypocriſy, or > 
worldy deſign in it; u e they | 

4 as men, that had any || 1 
Dong ends to ſerve. thereby. 


they ta x end commanded, t 


Jahe. vii, 18. te ag wh A h: 
of himſelf, chat he / 


8 that. ie 
who- ſought." his glory that fart bs 7 
r bw ga bad. 40 1 AR 2 . 
7 H oly hy We hearers 
judges, Whether he. had cd worth 7 
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ed a commiſfen z. or whether be {paks. 
and taught like one, that Wn © 
1% SP ds in VIeW 4 Wha, by. icing - 
H and his doctrine, to the vitiate 
e br worldly minds, ſgught iQ 45 
bliſh his on intexeſt, rephfat ion, r 
advantage in | this world,” lkewile 
in the yg rgſenting | Ra ſome 
warmth and vehemence the Bag 
of the Jews in rejecung din 0 
they had no ground 9 SY J f bis. 
oonduct or e, tO him ma (Rö 
an "Impoſtar, 15 upon chem do 
"1 3 mer 


1 The ternal Eren) 


SE RM. ſhew their reaſons (if they bad any) 

II. why they did ſuſpect him; if they 

ha 85 to ſubmit (as "reaſonable 
mien) to the ſuperior” force of 'reaſon 

— truth. Y/hich of if you Convinceth 

me , © ſm ? and if I ſay" the truth, 

why do v not believe me He that is 

"God beareth' God's wordt; ye there. 

hre hear them not, betauſe ye are not of 

Cod, Hereby plainly low; ing, that if 
| they could charge his doctrine with any 
thing ſinful, or an) 7 that tended 

to encourage ini uity; if they could 
prove, that he had any ill deſign or ſi- 
niſter views, in teaching it; that then 
they might be juſtified in rejecting him 

as an The ſtor. And the argument 
urged, 5 they ought to receive hini, 

is, becauſe the doctrine he taught was 
1rreprovable, no way repugnant to 

Ex: or reaſon, but worthy of God 

for its author, 'and agrecable' to juſt and 

true apprehenſions of him; therefore 

they who were of God, that is, were 

ſincerely diſpofed'to do his will, heard 

and 8 Ey it; but others who /a- 
vorred not the - thin s that be of God, 

but minded earthly 4 did for that 

very reaſon reject it, From the words 

thus explained, I ſhall TP in 
9 thereof to ſhew, © 
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| , Firſt, That the great End and e . 


tional, wiſe, and good, tending to im.. 


was rational, wiſe and good, tending 


ſent him to. bleſs us, In. UP HING -4Wway. 


given to his Apoſtles aſter him was of 


turn hem fra | are 10 


fi CHrIST ANI Ex. 


n of the Chriſtian Revelation was ra- I 


prove and perfect humane nature, and 
worthy. the e ee of Almighty; | 


1 
5 ":Secandly,. That all its Doctrines — 
wiſely caſculated to promote that End, 
are very agreeable to Reaſon, and wor- 
ys of, God for their Author: OY 
Firſt, I am to prove, That the BA 
and Deſigir 4 of the Chriſtian Revelation. 


to improve and perfect human nature, 
and Becke interpoſition of Al. 
mighty God Our Bleſſed Lord tels 
us, that his Lelign in con ding into the. 
world was, 70 call ſmners. o repetts 
tance. ” And his Apoſtles give us the 

f. n, that G 


every. one. of us from his in go 


that, he was manifeſted. to deſtroy. the 
works. of the devil. The commiſſion 


the ſame. import, that repentance, and 
remiſſion of ſins Jhauld. be > preached: in. 
bis name among all nation; or as 8 5 4 | 
Paul explains it, 70: hep mens eyes, bo 


hr, and 
Satan dv Cod. The | 
op. 


40 Th, eee, 
agnes there was of ſome extrao 
. inter ſtiort 0n-this acecunt was 
SV vifible. 80 great was —.— corruption 
EE. of mankind every where, ef] = 
14 . the Gentites, to whom the Got- 
5. pel revelation was, in a more pevitiier 
— intended, to give and 
flvation. It is confeſſed on | Hands, 
hat their ignorance and corruption, 
eſpecially itt matters of à religious na- 
ite, were as groſs, as could well be 
itmagined. The very firſt 8 
Religion were either wholly loſt, or 


miſerably corrupted by them. As 

ö . form Obſer ves, 137 aq changed 
ile glory of the ihcorruptible God, mio 
* mur [rhe to corruptible man, 
and #6 birds and four-foor and 


— Bing. So th * 
1 8 that they wor- 
e, ond 


rd the creature more 
Bar the creator, who it bleſſed: for 


ber. And theſe grofs apprehenſions 
about the objects of worſhip led them 
Ihto as 1 * : braRices in the worſhip 


Fer their Gods were made 


Wantoti fancy could ſugge to. | 
Thus the Gviſpel found t 
N th Phehr min 7 5 


4X 


g — of the blinduoſs I bein heavrs, 


worthy of his wiſdom and his 


obligations, f which his INS] had 
Had enn always r ef r 
cloſely purſued the dictates of it; it 


8 nch * degree 
had — Atem But "tis — 


befor Hi... AR. „ < MC i. ES. ts. . * Saf! + I” = _— 
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ot Cizrs TIAWITY. 
their andes ſtanding darkened, d g= 


themfelves over tu — 
225 ee alben, wb gre 


"Let any one jadge therefore; whes = 
ther it was not wound: of — 5 


— 


ey ade man — lach A 
erate eſtate, to renew in him a 


gteat ends for which be was 
— and of the ſeveral « — 4 
* 


2 * 
isn 


- por him. 


reaſon intire, ane 


does not appear, 
| —_— 


that any extraordinary 
fition had been Probably hae 
Am would 


Ne N he — — 
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I. 


gainſt the Author of their Being, bo 


V created them for other purp — and 


whole perfect nature could not but 
diſapprove their * That i in this 
caſe therefore ſome remedy was need- 


ful, to reſtore human — 2 to its 


primitive deſign, is not to be doubted. 
it was a work, that plainly re. 
quired m more than human means. Rea-. 

had greatly failed therein; nor 
could it — — that mere hu- 
man — ſhould be able toredreſsan. | 


evil, which it could not prevent. Very 


neceſſary therefore was it, that ſome. 


more than human means ſhould be ap- 


plied; very needful on man's par 
whole capacities had been by 


ſome abuſe diſabled to promote the 
ends and purpo 


ſes of his creation. And 
it muſt alſo be acknowledged to be as 


worthy of God, to interpoſe for the 


5 9 his own deſign: worthy .of 
im, who firſt | gave us faculties for 


— purpoſes, to reſtore them, / 


when corrupted, to their primitive 
uſe: worthy of the Author of our 
reaſon to enlighten it by revelation; 
and of him, who at firſt made us, to 


; 2 the; failures and corruptions 


ept into his bern 
* ; This 


of CTIA TIDY: 


This i is the End Dro doſed by tf 
ſtian Revelation, to refor 


n and Patfedt: II 


human nature. This End is rational. 


wiſe and good, it plainly needed, and 
— worthy, the interpoſition: of All- 
hity God. nd? dmg n. 
econdiy, It will a appear that the Do- 
x antes of the Goſpel are wifely calcu- 
| to promote this good End, and 
are worthy of God for their Author. 
Here it will be proper to conſider, 
Firſt, What the Goſpel has propo- 
ied, as the ſcope and aim of our acti- 
ons; Wb ther it be ſuited to our na- 
ure and perfective of it. For if the 
End be not worth our purſuit, the 
Means will not be thought worthy our 
attention, or our practice. I obſerve 
then, that the gratifieations of our 
ſenſual appetites and paſſions are —— ä 
End propoſed to us by the Goſpel. 
And it is certain theſe are not fit to be 
the aim of rational Beings; they do 
more properly belong to an inferior 
order of creatures, whoſe faculties are 
ſuited to them _ and who do (no 
doubt) enjoy thei in Sreater per- 
fection, than we can But they 
can never truly ſativfie the Mind uf 
man, which, being of a ſpiritual na- 
wy 1 —— refined 


| 


WV — capable of knowing « 


acquainting our ſelves with bis — | 
perfections, to make us happy in a 

more perfect enjoyment of him. And 
that not only: in (conteniplating- his 
great and unſpeakable ins x in 
receiving — fr diſcoveries of 
his glorious attributes : in admiring tbe 
glory, the greatneſs, the infinite ck, 
the wonderful and exactneſs 
— bis — de wiſdom: of his 


Jefion it 


—.— —— Ge GU — ever — 


him, and living in yo Pre ſance: hut 
alſo in being made like him; Uke tm 

inthe: — and: diſpoſition of our 
minds 5 Tree from all inordinate — 

vile affections; not oppreſt with fear, 
—— ported — 7 25 „ nor rackt 
with envy, nor hurried by revenge, 
nor depreſt with grief, nor carried 
away” by fierce unruly paſhons after 
things which cannot ſatisfie: but, filled 
— the more Godlike and delightful 
gaſſions of peace and love and univer⸗ 
1 to be both happ 


y in 
8, and well with the 


5 de others; dern and do. 
"IC 
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mol Seen combining ber A. 
to, all that is n our power. VN 
Tor as we ate focial, as well e | 
tional creatures, the happineſs pr 
| BY ro G18 the Aim 3 ee 
not the olitary enjoymert 8 
to our ſelves alone; but thi : 


3 


9 . "This 18 dat PA TR y Ye 1 © 

1 tea . e 'our . 
% Perfe 0 

| a we © have Te En 0 


- The internal Exoellency. 


Sz M. ing delight therein; we perceiye that 
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this knowledge of him is capable of 
continual improvement, and that the 
pleaſures thereof increaſe with our im- 
provement therein. It is no leſs cer- 


tain likewiſe, that God has made us 
cCapable of ; imitating his moral Attributes 


by. We find 


and Perfections, of growing up {till 
more and more to a likeneſs With him, 


and of improv F happineſs there- 

as We are ſocial 
creatures, our happineſs much depends 
upon good will, benevolence and unity 
o eftion towards one another; Mat 


- theſe, {principles of ha amines are ca 


ble of being improved by us, and t 


wie were deligned by 1 7 for dach 


World, and to fix their attention upon 


enjoyments. Hot 18 therefore in this 


End propoſed to us by the Goſpel 

nothin -unworth) Mie of = 
unſuitable. to our Tally nothing ab- 
ſurd or diſagreeable to * 3 but 
plainl 45 a view to take men off from 
worldly and carnal. urſuits, which are 
the 650506 ation of all the inconveniences 
and miſeries and. confulions of this 


ſomething. more worthy their aim, and: 


more likely. to engage. them, to live 
ſoberly,,righteouſly, and. 1 50 bk this 
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the clear, conſiſtent, rational account S „ 
en us hereof, as one of the pecu- I | 


, giv 
Wo excellencies of the Goſpel. For A 


2 heathen world in general had but 
ry faint A 3 of a future 

3 the 

wayer ſometimes in the belief of it. But 

they were more at a loſs, when they 

attempted to deſcribe it. Then every 


man, as his own fancy led him, paint- 
ed it in ſuch colours, as beſt ſuited His 


own. taſte. So that the Belief of a fu- 
ture State, where it was found, inſtead 
of encouraging men to purſue it by the 
paths of Virtue and Goodnefs, encou- 
raged | many of them to follow their 
own vain imaginations ; hoping to find 
an Zly/am, a ſtate of Happineſs here- 
after, ſuited to each man's particular 

fancy and diſpoſition; But thoſe future 


rewards propoſed by the Goſpel are 


plainly calculated for the encourage- 


goodneſt g without Which, we may 
: plainly ee that a man cannot be qua- 


ed for the-enjoyment of them. And 
as the End propoſed by the Goſpel is 
rational, ſuited to the natural faculties 
of man, worthy of God to offer, and 


eſt of them ſeem'd to 


ment. of univerſal righteouſneſs. and 


of man to Weep: as the to bemade | 


the ſcope a 


TT OO OI Secondy, 


n cs” : l ä * r = 
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im. For e cbr propa 


II r — 4 
nt of r, are wifey adapted to the 


End propofed, are worthy of divine 
8 and tend to ſhe per- 
ſection of imman Nature. The fit 


en by rhe were far the per- 


ing human Nature, and for pro- 
moting the happineſs of it, was to ar- 
quaint as with the Nature of God, 


His Attributes. and Perfettions; that 


by. u better dcn ESE 
es or a more periect 


e TFT ſelfith or 
OL he can never 


ecncy or Jatisfaction in Sian; if partial 


» "this n F en 
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theſe th + Fmt — * I. 
to have poſſeſſed 5 minds of men 
before the Goſpel. 


thods unworth 3 both of themſelvès and 


aliens and ſtrangers. 99 


e ee the Divine Being 
as will render him, to evyconflicriiun 


bim and agreeable to R 
love and eſteem of him, to raiſe in ds 


oſpel. The eſſect where! 
of was, that they conceved a Aiflikey? 
or averſion, or elſe they propoſed! to? 
recymmend” themſelves: to him, Sy'me® 


him. To theſe were towing the ar- 
barbus Sacrifices of their own ſpe dies 
among the Heathen; and the hard 
heartedneſs and cruelty of the r¹. 


The Goſpel has given us ſuch an 


xrſon, the Object of hisadmiration and 
love. In his Wiſdom and his Gd 
neſs infinite; unchangeable\in'his Tratly 
Faithfumneſs; hatitig nothing that 
he has :made' 3 50 felpeeler off Pera 
fors but, bas common Father of all, 
is god to all, that : ſincerely enden 
Vout to pleafe him. Theſe pprehen- 
ſions of God, as they 8 


they proper to beget in us 1 Peine 5 


a deſire of pleaſing him, and of- mak 
ing dur felves acbeptable to a Being 


1 — his Nature — 
e, 35 0 
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. we us. — And theſe afectong as 
ards bim- are — to prepare us | 
Im—==} 
- contempating a W Itte 
Perſeftions we nat eſteemed 


cations or 


deer _—_— 
ent ot an ounde upon 
glory — vr For this 


reaſon the Scriptures are ſo careful-in 
of be Ni Ro the amiable: parts 
; vine aracter; ulring us to 
_ our ſelves in Akio and 
ham by Pry praiſes, in conuerſing with 
fires. frequently. ted up to 
>= — by doch exerciſes as .theſs, 
we may acquire à ſettied love and 
eftcem of him, which: will greatly 
contribute to the e af en joys: 
ing him more, erfectiy hereaſte. 
Another Means propoſed. by: the 
Goſpel, for the ren From of aur 
nature, is the Imitation of God in alh 
/ his'imitable PerfeRtions ; in his Purity 
and Holineſs-im his Juſtioe and Truth 
iahis Patience and Farbearance, Meroy 
and Goodnebs, with: the like. T8 5 1 
doth: xg oro. Happineſs, Pr 


nad e ee 

gor Ane 5 10 II. 

Vntribute to our Ha ame He 
_ perfe@ our nature | 
fill nearer hs xs 


wy Truth, his Mert 
and L de to mankind, 90 


they Are aun 
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— |” Methods the e 0 1 As. 
to advance and perfect our Natures, to 
lead us en gradualhj to the end of our 

calling; till we are made compleatiy 
happy. It wiſely requires us, to ac 
euſtom out ſelves to, and improve Our 
ſelves in, thoſe” divine and heavenly 
diſpoſitions; which make us like God 
_ Himſelf; which fit us fof the enjoy. 
ment of bim; Whieh have a natural 
A connexion with true 
ppi 1283 in the yigorous exereiſe 
hereof the Perfection ih our Nature 

Muſt conſiſt. N 

And pet further, Teſt too Seni 
_ follicitude;or regard to the gratifications 
and enjoytnents of tens world, ſhould : 

divert or hinder us in this progreſs tot 
effeRtion ; left the ſamie cauſe, which 
feſt: aliefiated: the mind of man from 
God the Author of his Being, and 
from the End, for which he Was at 
deſigt ed, ſhould Kill have cheſams 


we wean our affections, as mu} h 
we] from” the 11 ela '6f 


W 


II. 


be oveèrr-fond of t perithi adva 
Es ug of this work, poking a 


8 to dhe ſe th 


5 tryeſt happineſs does e d. 


fore we are told. that 4 carnal. 2 
16 . God; that the love 
af the, wor ian, al Fr love of- Laan are- 
inconſiſte 0. An 

arg erhortt 

A which. 9 15 / 
fetch Affec tions on things 
a lings of the earth; th 


or profits, or pleaſures, h 


cauſe they are apt to withdraw the 
Mind from other more neceſſary. pur- g ; 


ſuits, to flacken the attention * things 
of 1a — ates, to {edi 


rational and more reined gh 
which are propoſed by the 


al e tir wh '% * 


. which we = 
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che ſcope and am of our 1 i) | 
IH. We conſider now, how Juſt, a | 
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tra _ inconſiſtent; ſchemes, which 
hdd deviſed by men, and were 
allowed * and encouraged in the pa 
gan worſhip; we cannot but admire 
mire the wiſdom and excellence of the 
Goſpel ſcheme: wherein there is ſuch 
a harmony between the End and the 


Means, and the plain deſign of botli is to 
de us en on to true. ee 


gere is ſomething yet more pecu- 
lar to the Golpel, w ih remains to be 
conſidered. - That is, the Motives and 
Encouragements it affords, to engage. 
= Beten N . End and 
it. certain, how great 
ſdever the End, propoſed by the Goſ-. 
— rn 3, or how Faitable neceſſary 
er, the Means preſcribed for the 
attainment of it ; yet if the End were 
unettainable, or the Means impractiea- 
ble, the excellency of both 5 5 by 
loft to us, and neither the one or the 
When would be of any advantage. 
2 we conſider therefore the frailty 
fection of human nature, 
the- 8 of our judgment and 
the obliquity of our wills; we may 
ealily-c0 ye, that after we have bal 


a — and excellent End MEET 9 
E 4 us. 


life u ah - compare, them with 7 . 


Sa and proper Rules p ſcribedfor the 


attainment of ne If An muſt be 
ſomething w ting, to ſupply the de- 
ficiency 0 — 8 — to at- 
tone for paſt offences, and to enable us 
more effectually to purſue for the fu- 
ture thoſe neceſſary ſteps, which lead 
to true Happineſs. Here the wiſdom 
of the wiſe was confounded, and all 
the devices of men were found to be 
of none effect. The Goſpel only has 
truly undertaken to ſupply this defici- 
ency, and that in a manner worthy: of 
: 8 and ſuitable. to our nece ties. 
Hir, With relpect to "the: — 
nd miſcarriages, which thro' the frailty 
and corruption of our nature, we daily 
commit, and cannot expect to be en- 
tirely free from in this imperfect ſtate, 
the Goſpel aſſures us, that we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
te righteous, who was made a'propitia- 
tion for aur ſis. Wherefore: we are 
_ _ God by in Chriſt reconciling 
the world unto himſelf, not imputin 
to them their ee, — wr 
Vim fi ſm ve at 1 ſin, that 
ome righteauſne ſr 0 
Cal 122 That . — 9 
ow a Saviour is is e we 
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10 ſatisfy the Juſtice of Go. 
by our iniquities; nor — we — XN 
Our ſelves of pardot GN cate © | 


ſome atonement. made: Natural Rea- 


ſon indeed might e us to con- 
-ceive the Divine „ and 
ready to forgive; mankind 


Was at a loſs to know — what methods, 
and upon what terms, this forgiveneſs 
was to be procured. Uncertainty 


herein put men upon. trying various 
Ways; the uſe of Sacrifices was intro- 
duced; ſong theſe, as they could not 


1 37 * — ſins, ſo neither had 


in chan _ ſinn X. 


— — love to — 5 
1 8 — begotten Son; W 
the dignity only 85 Nature, and the ac- 
eeptableneſs of his Perſon to the Father, 
Was capable of becoming a ſucceſsful 
W <diator on our behalf. His ſufterings 
2ad, as they 


bo maß be ſuppoſed available in the- Ag 


— God, to procure that pardon Wwe 
ſtood in need of, ſo alſo do they ſug- 


gelt to us one of the greateſt diſcou-· 


kagements to ſin imaginable; ſeeing 
1 -choſe-rather, to lay dite bunden ” 
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IF dhan ſuffer it to go unpunihed. And 
2 this diſpenſation 1 is 10 far from claſhing 


with our beſt and trueſt apprehenſions - 


of God, that every Attribute and Per. 
fection of the Almighty: 
diſplayed” therein; his Goodneſs and 
Forbearance and Love to mankind ; in 
that, whilſt we were enemies to him, 


he gave ſuch unſpeakable proof of his 


concern for our welfare, and his great 
deſire to reconcile us to himſelf: hit 


Wiſdom: and his Juttice, in contriging 


ſuch an expedient, whereby he might 
forgive fin, without giving any en- 
couragement to the fut iſſion 


of it: Who, in the 5 . fiep: $ he: took - 


tor reconcile usto bitnſex, gave 
. ent demonſtration” of his hatred of all 
_ Iniquity;' and made uſe of ſuch a me. 
thod of propitiation for it, as might in 


agement 10. Boy whence ire 


1 — 
0 God nen nature, e, . was highly 


it in every reſpect nf of | God. 


For therein bis Juſtice and his Mere 
his Righteouſneſs and his Goodneſs, — 
> * Ain and * of mankind; are 
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If there be any thing herein unworthy 


of God, deſtructive of the Happinel S 
and Perfection of human ok any 
thing that ſavours of worldly policy — 
deſign; any thing that can 2 


erve the 
ws- of ſelfiſh men, or that 
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tends to ſooth and encourage men in 


their vices, inſtead of reforming them; 


ſure it as an Impoſture, and to et 
it, as unworthy the regard of reaſona- 
ble creatures. But if no ſuſpicion of 


this kind can be fixt upon it; if it be 
viſibly calculated to promote ſuch Ends, 
as are worthy of God to promote; if 
the duties and obligations of it are en- | 
tirely agreeable" to Reaſon, and | 
fective of human nature; if its Mo- 
tives are not contrixed to work upon 
the corrupt affections and carnal luſts of 
men, but are wiſely "ſuited to the ne- 
ceſſities of our nature, and muſt in reaſon 
very needful for the 


upport and encouragement of virtue 


and goodneſs; there can then be no 
reaſon to fuſpect, whether God Was 
J its Author. But we we conclude with 
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mination of the delten Ba. 
Grins der it be of G 
or not, and undertaken to 
lay before he the ſeveral 
cir Is: of Proof, which have been ur- 
and inſiſted on in its favour: I 
wught-the firſt and moſt neceſſary 


| ep, that could be taken to ſatisſie a rea- 


ſonable enquirer, was to examine the 
een it ſelf, the nature and ten- 
| = _ 


| of f its voter but the 5 
trinfick excellence and value of it, its III. 
_ coniifiency with the beſt and trueſt ap * 
peetienſions we have of God, and with 
Hig Need mankind 1 E ſome 
me interpoſition, ta ſerueſt 
| which are directly d 15 1 
be ſerved and — by the Got a 
pel, would have a great weight with | 
alb ſerious thinking perſons, that give Ii 
themſelves ticks — 8 it in this 
View. W 
'-oF6 this end l endes wurd ad hom - 
bam reaſonable) it is in it ſelf; how; > 1 
_ vibly deſign d to diſcourage vice, to = 


A #44 


— tue, to reform rg: 1 
an nature; what freſh : El 
and} motives it has offer d for th A 
pales: not ſuited: ty the *ivate i! 
Reaſon, elbe 18 1 


and of wiſe . be influ. 
: 2 by: obſerving that ſuch a BU 
Grine, attended with fuch viſible in 
— of wiſdom and gocdneſs in be 
Dei gu af it, and no way inconſiſtent 1 
with ar any known Attribute of r ii 


abmankind, wor bn „ 
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| Sura” "This fort of argument, 28 it is rea 


III. ſonable in it ſelf, fo we find it much 
infiſted on by Chriſt and his Apoſtles: i 
They fre vently e HOIELs Do- 
Arie, an tot eaſon of mankind, 
to to ju ebener it were worthy of 
r not. And indeed, if there be 
_ ker — thing ng, as an Aa winks Proof 
of a Divine Revelation, this is it. This 
is that argument, which ariſes out of 
the nature of the Inſtitution it ſelf. All 
other kinds of Proof, whether it be 
drawn from the completion of Pro- 
phecies, or from the Working of Mira- 
cles, is external atid — And 
the force of both is founded upon this 
ſuppoſition, that the diſcovery f 
things and, Commiigenss, and: the: 
working of Miracles, are inftances* 
Divine interpoſition 3 that therefors 
the Religion which bas theſe — 


unded Aer e 
e mz, eee: — been told, 
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It ſhould ſeem, that the raiſing of the S&RM. 
dead is at leaſt as manifeſt an inſtance III. 
of Divine Interpoſition, - as foretelling ws . 
things to come. For if any one „ pH 
Auppoſe. a Prophet raiſing others, and od | 
himſelf alſo raiſed from the dead, * ; 
had been juſtly-condemn'd for- 
Aut; ; we may as cally ſuppoſe an = 
gk in his life character, an : 
iwering' all the characters of an NO 
Prophecy. And I think no or 
character could be too hard Fn oy Man 
to counterfeit, who could do the Mi 
racles5 that were done by our Bleſſed 
Lord, and his Apoftles after him 
be et; as if the many remarkable 5 
erpolitions of Providence, recorded 
Fe -Faftification: of the Chriſtian 2Do-. 
ctrine, were of no weight to engage, 
or confirm us in the belief of it, we are 
referred to the Old Teſtument, as the 
only Rule to make a juſt eſtimate of 
Chriſtianity by: And by the;prophecies 
thereof, and their complet ion in Chriſt, 
| to: þ bone. —7 whether he was of God 
hilſt the Miracles of his life, 
is Reſurrection, © and + oth 
ſeals of his commiſſion are tepre ſent. 1 
ed as things impertinent, not to the 3 
purpoſe, nor of any moment” in the 
determination of this enquiry. To this 
029 bs Pu | 
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fons of the Hef from rapes; i ſbould ſemm de- 


Heils Hitute of other, or external argumente. 


b. . . Ihis being the: foundation, an which 
Oy Jeſus and bi Apofiles built it. + But 
"_ there ſeems to me no manner of truth 
or reaſon in alf chis. For when out 
evidence confiſts of feveral branches, 
Why ſhould the whole ſtreſs be laid 
upon one onyũ? Or if Chrift and his 
Apoſtles built only upon this, to what 
purpoſe: were thoſe t an wonders 
and diner: 'minacies aud gifts af "the 
Holy Ghoſt exerted? If they: added no 
weight to their authority, "why were 
Soy, „ "—_ Were they- one 
10 — * to this . abe old; chat 
Ie reaſon why they were wt 


Zh were: 5 


a n argument loſt its "wal * ag bog 
STOUT being 
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and recorded is, becauſe Tg 1255 a 


proved _ MIRAGLEs. 


being made a. part of, a Brother! e 
What Knol. progi wes ts; . wn II. 


part o a rophecy.... ay in- 
tended it, as an . E = 


being ſent b him, as we find {hg EO, 
iu. Is Oc... he I/rociates recein'd;. it 3 
ſucb, and were convinced: hy i as 
you may perceive at the zoth and zuſt 
Ferſes of the ſame Shader And tbe 
free. then: had, it xrainly ſtill cons 


wt ly. 
venges: that when: it was \ firſt applied 
men had only natural reaſon; ta Jang 
of: 5h6. fares of that-praok;. which: 04 
given, by: Micackss but. allowing 
is. became roof. confirm d by che 
Authority of God it being preſerihed 
thereby as à proper Proof ta conſimm 
the 1 of a true Prophet. Maut 
in. zu, 12. — 4 tis urgeds. that 
by us Minacles qugbt to be conſiderecd 
mn "and. exaitly confer 
tant to, (rk robe ſs er A the 
Meftah. Mery true: Rut will this hin: 
der me from 1 them, as they 
are in themſelves, and the evidgnas 
_ wriling from them, in caſe they-had W. 
been toretold 5 the Ou Taſlament I 
| can confider ie of. the 


Genule 
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en * 11 * 


Suns. Gentile world, from the groſſelt Ido. 
II. -latry, to the worſhip of the one only 
ww true God, as an event foretold in the 


Old Teſtament: -5/ and” tho' of an extra- 
ordinary nature, yet exactly fulfilled X 
thro? Ehriſt. I can alſo conſider it as 
an Event entirely Wworthy of God to 
countenance, wfuch, not only with- 
out, but againſt human means vigo- 
rouſly employ'd to ſuppreſs it, was in 
the moſt furprizin g manner effected by 
the Goſpel. One can (I fay) thus — 
ider it, abſtracted from the 2 9 7 
that foretold it, and think xhe Ge 
greatly juſtified thereby. I cannot ſee, 
hy any Proof ſhould loſe its 7. 
force, by being made a part of God's 
word. One would rather ſuppoſe, chat 
Miracles did naturally carry ſome vi- 
dence with them of a Divine Com. 
miſſion, for which reaſon they were 
fixt upon, as marks to diſtipguiſ a 
Prop net by; than cor lude merely be- 
eauſe God has fixt upon them for that 
p purpoſe, that therefore of themſelves 
they could be no Proofs at all. 
But tis ſaid further, That ele | 
Sing PF wrgeth his Miracles to prove 
hit being due | Meſſiah, in that ſen ſe 
on, as fulfilling the fayings of the O/d 
L Fur wy e che UE: 
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it #72 two” of bis-Diſe les to: bin, 
50 know whether. he wur the Meſfiag; 
Chrift declares bimſelf to be:the Meſs 
fall by ſhowing, that the characters of 
'Meſliah agreed 'F0: him, in theſe: 
| pes Go ſhew John again thoſe things 
which ye 40 hear and ſee; the blind 
receive their bt, the lame dall, 
the lepers are c * uſed, the deaf hear, 
the dead:, are- 57256 Up, and the poum 
have” the Goſpel preached: unto; them. 
This is the palſage gited: but how 1b. 2. 8 ö 
Joes it it prove, that Chriſt ur . 
Miracles, only as the fayings E. the 
9 Teſtament were fulfilled thereby 2 
Here is plainly. an- a peal to his Miras: 
They! 298 Conduct, but no Prophet 4s 
EX xpreſly” {Ned as. N we 


19 more © that noi to 2 ue in 5 
this opinion. The Euange! 
1 5 take notice of the C tion 
tought in many by a ſight of his Mi- 
paCles,: not ar works foretold 70 be dons = 
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and confeſſed him to be the Son of 
God, becauſe he knew what 
tween Philip and him in their abſence, 
| Nicodemus believed him a teacher eome 
trom God, becauſe of his Miracles; 
not becauſe they were foretold, but 
3 be thought 20 man c, df 
toe Miradlet, which be did, extepr 
Gad were: with him; We find St. Paul 
converted by Miracle, notwithſtanding 
the prejudices be had taken to Chriſti- 
anity from the Ol Teſtament. 
not at preſent 8 1 0 whether theſe 
Perſons placed their E aith a 
dation. Ar. Was a Fondation 
plainly Allowed and ap pproved by. Chriſt 
me his Apoſtles. $4 is therefore falſe 
lags they grounded. Chriſtianity up- 

n the completion of Prophecies: only. 
[= Bleſſed Lord frequently inſiſts, up. 
on his Miracles as a ſüfficient proof of 


his Commiſſion; not 2  foretold | 


in the Old Feſtament, but as 


wick, of themſelves | manifeſted the 


paſt be- 
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% Af all men were partial, and ſinc we 
and arrentive Enough, in Sabin 


ne, that i be Father bath fem m. Fes 
fay s to his Diſciples, 208 that'Þ 


wes or elſe”! beheve me for: the' ery. 


works ſake. (chap. xiv. 110 The Jeu, 
who had re Hed him, notwithſtande 


ing his W he:condemns as — 
excufable-for; this reaſon, becauſe 
had done aw 
none. other mar did. (Chap. XV. 240 To 
them he appeals in che "words af, tlie 


text, as works, which me 


if -my Father, believe ne nüt. Put if 
1. do, 2 1 balieue. nit me believe tbe 

This point therefore being ſet+ 
tel, " That Chriſt and his Apoſtles: did. © 
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Divine Commiſſion : I ſhallproceed to 
conſider the Need, the Uſe, the W 4 

of ſuch de in 1 of 
coming from God. > 4 2 8 


very prob 1 able, : chat t the internal ex- 
eellence of à Doctrine cbming from - 
ng f er bebt it ſelf {uſficient, to 
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Sg niet its Author. But whether this 
a WE obſervation be: true or not; this is cer- 


bin (conſidering the want of capacity 
= Res in ſome, want of attention in others, 


and the fore of prejudice, 1 in moſt, 
which are a great hindrance to the clear 
= diſcovery: of that internal excellence, 
Which we may ſuppoſe always e af 
— Aanying-a ecoming; from God:) 
5 hat ſame »external, ſenfible evidence | 
is .needful for the more eſſectual con- 
: vittian of men; whoſe prejudices (ex- 
perience tells us) are nor uſually: to be 
cnquered by naked reaſoning; but 
to be (as ĩt were) extorted from them 
by ſomething, that makes a ſtrong im: 
preſſion upon their outward ſenſes, the 
. ee Which they are chiefiy go: . g0- 
8. ths e greateſt influence. upon their judg: : 
: nt. $2.4 A „ 1385 : Ni 120 B 
We are! ready to ow]n, that, this 
: Proof by Miracles is external, not 
founded upon the nature of things 
ttsemſelves, nor upon any natural re: 
; f 2 that we know of, between Mi- 
„ racks. and r — can we 
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wers exerciſed, by one taking 
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, M. enger of God, are ſuch, a8 32 
. but God could convVey to him; Or 
elſe, — they are ſuch, as God wand 
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theſe ä be found true 
the Miracles wrought! in confirmation 
bo.” any Doctrine; then the inference 
eaſy and natural, that! 
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and taken, 48 mitances 0 be col: | 
enance given to it. And here in the 
Fir place," it will be neoeſſary we 


ian Doctrine, webe 


mould, be ſatiefied, chat the extfaordi- 
nary works appealed to, in juſtification 
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of them by natural means. or if Fre 
be any w 2 is e, of un 


natural faculties if there be but dom 


ro make à probable oon. 


ſuch po may Dna 
natural mn Fats eech n never 


quites 


fo. unuſunl, and Inſtances thereof never 


 fotare;>yet, as We are able to accor 
for it, there is ho occaſion or rec 


dns eines to che umme or ex. 
F ghty 


Ae to, as an in ance of his parti= 
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Art. The man that had an ir 


chirty eight years, become helpleſs-to 


the. laſt degree, was preſently enabled 

at his Mu to take up his bed and 

walk. Daily and hourly were — 
cures he ht in this manner, 
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they heard of his coming; 
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* 0 2 and — beliey' % 10 
Was it done unto them, And when 


his healing word could not be 
tain d, thro the multitudes that throng: 
ed ut him for relief, t 


even — touching of him Was a fowe- 
reign. medicine; and if they 
lay hold of —— off garment; 
they were made perfectly whole. If 
he was diſpoſed to fend five — 
. dee er it ng mark how: ſean» 


1 — remain, 
after-all; were filled, were more than 

Ter, that at firſt was prov : 
1he Elements: were fubject to his 


Con J. For dat his Word, the 
7 — wine; at his Win 


7 L ported him, walking thereupon, 
1 ty ground; the ſtorms could 
*® not: withſtand his powerful N and 
een the Winds and ſeas obey 4 

er \fter.a-courſe of aboye ow! genes 
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1 the? land, and his 2 1 III. 
came -unqueltiorfable'; he at laft 'ſub- GR 
mitted to as publick a death; that (if | 
poſſible) his Power might be yet fur- 
ther known; in triumphing over Death 
4 ſelf: He died by the hands of his: 
enemies, that his Heath being an 228 


flionable, there might be no OO to 


bring the Miracle of his Re) | 
. queſtion. He died as a malefactor 
and impoſtor ; that — Hght have — 
eater- rtunity of vindicating hi 
ee atone, big 5 him 
again om the dead. Andi the alice 
of bis enemies promęp ted them to watch = 
him even in death, to expoſe, cho it 
could not prevent; tllat malicious ſtory 
of his Diſciples ſtealing him out of the 
grave. But „ h i 12 
tence againſt him, their care 
bel. and cheke Zeal, t fü P ns. 
owing fame, Were all fruftt te 4 +4 
Hat unparallel d Miracle of His Reſur- 
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without ſufficiently” expoſing it. 
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3 far exceeding man in wer and 
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interpoſed to give them ſuch m 
countenance? And here one mou be 


zuntain” of all power,” to whom all 
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greater thoſe extraordinary effects are, MW 
the greater character they bear of di- 
vine power, and the more we are in- 
clinꝰd to believe them to be from him, 
of whom tis ſaid, chat be doth on- 
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ſuppoſe God interpoſing in a miracu- 
- lous way to countenance a Revelation 
coming from him; but it ſeems need- 
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attention of | mankind; whom. 
% nly--find,” more affected "with 

; - inſtances of Power, than with thoſe of 
Wiſdom; and to need ſome outward 
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wicked ſpirits, who are under his rer 
ſtraint; than what he will certainly 
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But it is impoſſible to fix any ſuſpicion 
of this kind upon Chriſt or his Apoſtles. 
They diſcovered themſelves in all their 
conduct to be the moſt difintereſted, 


of making any private advantages to 
themſelves, of that eſteem and reputa- 
tion they had procured thro the won 
derful works wrought by them, they 
both refuſed and deſpiſed them. 1 


ences of life, expoſed themſelves to 
continual hardſhips, not only of hun- 


baving no certain dwelling places; but 
to all the: frownis' and diſcourageme 
bf this world; to perſecutions and 
_ tryals — mockings and ſcourgings; 
to the cruelleſt tortures and the eruelleſt 
deaths; that the malice of their. Ene- 
mies could invent for them: On 


With the utmoſt humanity and good- 
will ; never! ſecking; to revenge their 
vii dong, or to redreſs ith pine 
but ' with meelneſs —— forbear: 
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mark out a Prophet coming from God, 
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commiſſion to act and teach as ſuch, 
Nay you may go further, and argue af. 
ter the ſame manner gainſt the Au- 


chority of God himſelf: For his Au. 


cannot render à foundation va. 


Lua, that ig in it- ſelf invalid; cannot 


male 4 falſe inference true; nor prove 
thing to be What it is not. There ig 
no man, I am am perſwaded, but what ib 
e give a ready anſwer to ſuch 

ctions, by telling the objector, chat 


dis ſuppoſition is ablurd and ou t not 
to be granted. Phe ſame — 


fore Will ſerve us in behalf of the Mi- 
acles wrought in confirmation of the 


(for reaſons already 


given) that God 
great, ſuch | 
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eited Miracles 40 be wrough 
himſelf a character, that did =o — 


long to him. We do not pretend that 


Miracles Will Prot a n to be what 
it 
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tt t th 


ready to own, that we have no valid 
Proof in defence of ( . 3 


ve are glad we have not. 1 


I beg leave to make one obſervatien 
more, which. L — will effectually 
clear this point, vu. Phat our Au 
thor's ſtate of the cafe is not ſtricti 
true: For the grand fundamental A 


eie of Chriſtianity is not, bat 


was. the Meſſiah preuicled in the or | 


Teſtament; but that Jeſus was a Pros 
phet, Or a Teacher COme from "Ge | 2 
and one argument, uſed to convince: 
the Jetus that he Was ſo, Was by bone 
ing, that che characters of a "Ate Mal 
or great Prophet promiſed in the O 


Tefamant, were fulled' in him. Hie 


Miracles were a diſti 
afdertion of Pr ophelies”« complex 


berfeetly roncluffue Proof(ashe'c C 
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will not prove contradictions; we are 


tom this, and did, ee we 
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I woke froth: Bull ven "chav , 
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SER N. finally be reduced to this of ee 
I and cannot ſtand without it. 
Wee. are told, That it ir 4 Revefſary 


method for new Revelat ions to be uit 


and grounded en precedent Revelati- 

* Ib. I. 20.045. * ; that therefore the truth of Chri- 
ſlianity depends, es. it ought, am mung iem 

| Revelations contarned in the Old TFeſta- 

+ w. p 25; ment f. Now ſuppoſe we had proved, 
that Chrifttanity 22 ae and cleatly 
juſtify, all the parts 1 Chriſtianity 
fromthe Old Tag, fo far; that he, 
who r or the ia, would be ob- 
d by ſtricteſt reaſon to _— — 
New Teſlaurent to be of God: 
would not anfwer the purpoſe es 
| Toe 1 3 whether the Chriſtian 


2 faking, "that 
che Ou 7 33 was nd 


tuton. CC 
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queſtion would 
know the Seriptures of the Old Teſa- 


ment were of God? I this allo bs 
compared, 


with. which it o 
and by which it ought to be juſtified; 


ught pgs 
we muſt 


ny” about the "motto and e 
1 Tp that 
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that Revelation likewiſe: x nd ls muſtSx R N. 
ſuill run the chain backward, till we WV. 
come to the firſt Ink, to a firſt Reve- wu 

lation, which had no preceding one, 

whereon- it could be founded: and 
there we ſhall de obliged to look our - 
for fome other Proof, than what out 
Author has inſiſted on, as neceſſary in 

the Fes be a For Nat 

could not uilt upon a preceding 
Revelation, could not be juſtified' by 
arguments drawn from a iu pe 5 


Book. © When therefore he ſhall be 


to tell us, what Proof was re- 
Wiles what Arguments were ſufficient 
that firſt n Revela- 
then we- undertake to prove, 
Lon 0 Chriſtian Revelation had that 
Proof; is equally capable of being ju - 
ſtified thereby, and conſequently what 
he infiſts on, as a nerefary merboi;” is = 
needleſs in it ſelf, as tis tedious in the 
plication. I will venture therefore 


from: this — to bay down the 


following pre 85 
That che ( briſtian Doctrine nad (i: 
penn. 'of tte Old Teſtament) as 
od Proof, as any firſt fundamental 
Re poſed to-have; 
therefore to deny the Validity of 


i ; would be to overtfirow the Founda- : 
. H 4 tion 
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—S = 3 beſides the 5 excellenceof + 
the Doctrine it ſelf, muſt be from ſome + 
external. interpoſitions of Providence 
(duch as Miracles are) in its favour. 
And if ſuch miraculous interpoſi 
Vere then a ſufficient Proof of. Div 
Countenance, what: does hinder, but 
they ſhould be ſo ſtill? Had the firſt 
fundamental Revelation greater-inſtan- 
Les of this kind, than the * Goſpel had ? 
- Yar: otherwiſe, We appeal to our ad- 
verſaries in this caſe. Let them name 
tdbat preceding Revelation, which had 


| by ſuch inſta Ces of - Power exerted in its 21 
Aavour, or any thing like them. If they + 
Lan do this, they are excuſed by our 5 


i . "Bleſſed: Lord from believing on him. 
Hie tells men freely; that if he had not 
dee, the ure, which none other man 
F dia they that disbelieve him would be 

+ -- _" -—_— — But if the Proof he gave 

: f this kind exceeded, what any firſt IM | 

fundamental Revelation, could be ſup- 
poet to have; if it could have no o- 

5 Proof * ; What V the 5 

conſequence of denying the Validi Y 

Sf it? It muſt in ſhort, be this, That 3 

the; foundation, upon which the firſt / 

me ee we wala. And if — 0 
| or 
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ber want of ſufficient, Pg 
che ſucceeding ones, built upon 1 
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one another, mult; fail, with it:. 


e equentliy our Author's nece / 
jay — 2 willing: every neu Re- 
Vvolation upon à prereding one, is by 
himſeif invalidated, by endeayouring to 
- invalidate - the Proof by Miracles, 
which is in; ear the fundamental 
"oa rt f it. 1601 FEW 

I>?1 ut if a firſt We . 
- 'Nabliſht,. | and D confirm d 
© withour an a Re- 


| b juſtification of it, and — * to have 
en admitted as valid Proofs; then 
yo! iI they be as valid Proofs in juſtiſi- 
cation of a neu ſucceeding Revelation. 


And if che new! one has the ſame Proof 


— better of the — 50g than the Old 
50 cog can be a0 neceſiity (at del 
that the New ſhould « depeng alpah 
90 vw 4 ; pol he,who admits the | wag 
* dation, upon which the Old is built, 
th - cannox without manifeſt inconſiſtency 
. reject the Neu, which has, independent 
is of "the: Old, a better foundation of the 
13 it. | Bw; rin Alice: 108 "F 
a one Were ar ing wit 
fo T as wiſe as our ging. om 
hg he Tra Who 


of Ohriſ nn 
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Spa ti ſebeme mould inſiſt that Chrisi. 
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t to be founded upon 

A I he ſhould be — ae 
5 this, would he reſt here, or would he 
not go on to queſtion us about the Au. 
thority of the Ola Teſtament? ? It is na- 
tural to think he would. And then 
we muſt either find out ſome preceding 
Revelatzon, by which it may be ju- 
ſtified, or elſe have 1 to the 
it Þ reference to ſome eding 
Rally it by he would han: pig | 
bout the Authority of bat likewiſe; 
and ſo on, till we came to a firſt: and 
then he muſt either ſubmit to the 
Proof before mention 'd, or elſe unrea- : 
ſonably inſiſt on ſuch ſort of Proof, as 

the ſubje&'is not capable of. But if 4 
t he allows the Validity of it, then 
de only ſolid foundation, that, on 
which we muſt ultimately depend; 
is the fame which Chriſtianity has; in- 
he; ck mu pit — ang. eee 
rine is not 
9 to — and that it had the ex: 
ternal Proof by Miracles to confirm its | 

Divine Authority, <4, 1 
I ſeems to me therefore: 4 vel. 
range Paradox to x At, "Thar . 


JJ o³»¹A ² ⁰ 6m 


_ Proofs whereon 
ded.” And to me it is one of the moſt 
#ſeholaftick ridiculous Rules of reaſo- 


ent 


* 2 true in 0 20 ; that inſtead of rec 5 WS 
ring the New upon the Authority ol 
the Ou, they received the O upon 5 


1 


the Authority of the New TePament. 
And it was the” eaſier and more ratio- 
na? way, to convince 775 firſt of the 


truth of Chriſtianity; becauſe the 


| Proofs Bide ere gre eater _in_them-. 
ſelves, nearer at han A 


ad better to 
Gentites, thati the 


be perceived by 
vdaiſh was firſt foun- 


king in the world, to prove a propoſi- 
a medium, le le fs clear and cer- 


res, we ſhall fin 


of it we allow; the i 
bility. of it is ſafficiently d 


* F N b 3 
24S 24% 4&0 "Thi ? 1 Ti . 
4 


; 1 by confi the 
h 2 "that 
& nuſt be difficult, if not impoſſible, tu 
iT 5 e 25 22 5 civi. 
ized: "ountries are bred up in the be= 
me reel Religion) 4 re-. 
gion wholly new, or ſuch as 
rente to a preceding: dus fat i. g. 25 
im- 


bn i of C — pa 
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-A1 of ee Therefore | x th | 
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SERM. ſtianity let it be acknowledged, thro! 
W. what great, and . Pes ing) 
inſuper ie difficulties, it evailed 

3 WY * Over the moſt civilized - Parts +0 
the moſt civilized States, e 
and Nome; to whom it was a, Reli- 
gion wholly new; a Religion that had 
no reference to any preceding one re- 
_ ceived. by them; but; directly contrary, 
to theirs in all reſpects; . which decla- 
red theirs to be not. , 6p. corrupt, 
baut falſe from its original, never to 


have pros Re from- God, but from 
the De vil. Vet this Religion, ſo — 4 


ly new to them, ſo clean contrary to 
theirs, did ſpread it ſelf among them 
in a moſt aſtoniſhin manner, not only 
without, but agai human means vi- 
gorouſly employ d to ere i it. And 
dhoꝰ it combared the paſſions, the pre- 
judices, che intereſts, the luſts of men. 
| 85 every 3 ,ching, that could. wenne 
N WE, 'more than any Iyer, „5 ay 
all Theſe, to Boy, it As. greas 
5 Prion, as perf A. Novel elty may. 
I as e 72 al . ſtitution, 
Wn OG was ſuch, and as. 5 uch was 
: it repreſented to the Heathen, St. Paul, 
= both at yea, and at Athens, preach». 
18 it va pe WE 6680 
| 0 the 
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Thin; nor the Mierenegs * une 
ty theteto. He argued with the up- 
on the principles öf Reaſon (for f rati- U 
onal they were, and this Was alk the 
difpoſition they had for Converſion) 
Agamſt the Religion - they 'embriced: 
And to eftabliſh the Doctrine He ta 
be Mga A Miracle himſelf, and 


Iiſtead: 95 deren them abut 
:6ding Revelations or the Divine 
he” tells" the” Athenianc, that tin 
the times 'of- heathen ' 12norance God 
bein ted ar, but now! e all 
men every here 70 repent; Becauſe he „ 
| bath appbiured a dan, in the b be 
will fudge the world” in A eon, 
by that” nan uon he'h ordeined; 
whey eof he" bath gi ben aſſurance unte 
all men, in that he” hath raiſed him 
on the dead. So far from attempt> Ads xii. 

ing Ste: convert them firſt to Judas fon 

that he never mentions that Religion | | 
to them; but endeayours at onceto es. | 
ſtabliſh Chriſtianity upon the prineiples 
of Reaſon, and by the Miracles wrought 

in confirmation” ef it. And this me: 


w. 


Ty + 23 


king Gentile converts, I Ns proved, 
| _ be valid,” and that it cannot b be Over - : 


"thrown, 


mod, ohſerved by the Ap oftle in Mar; 5 5 2 


1 yo 12 13 8 
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owing the 
Religion 1 


8 2 A je was rye with reſpect pect to the 


Was the Founder of their Religion. 
4 «+ 5 conſiſtent Jeu would deny the Va- 


thority, than the eib 


em chey cla 


I detain: ou with inſtances of the 


Jeu likewiſe; becauſe the Chriſtian 
evelation has. A | the ſame Proof, 
and greater in its | Fg Divine Au- 
Religion, and 
conſequently that every ſincere conſiſtent 
ow! ob 2850 to receive it, For Miracles 
225 eſlament allowed and 

zaled[ faofs of a divine com- 
lion,” -Lhele, were the credentias 
their Pro E By vertue of 
the belief of the peo- 
e, and for their work's ſake, their 
ine was received as true, and ac- 
to be from God. I need 


Jeui Pr 82 that one of 
Moſes will Mag oh all; becauſe: be 
For 


ldity of that gy upon which he: 

rceives his OW ene % be 
Funded. Ws Fg: 
When God firſt called Moſes to 


ſend him co. the children of Ne 


| with his Authorit 


EPS 


and Commiſion; 
hold I ex wor 


Moſes gy 


take it agai in, he di 


more, that if the firſt 


ble Proof from the 5% {rigs that 
Miracles were .delign'd by God, as ab. 
ſolute, valid Proofs of. a. Divine Coth- 
million. They Were the, Foundation 


run, 


4 18 1 4 
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him. He bid aſt his tod upon 
the : ground ; he. i ie on the ground, 
and it became a ſerpent. He bid hin 
d, and it became a 
Are Miracle 


rod in dis hand. 
. 4 proof i Pe OO, 
57 720 ie ve l. 4 the, 

God of ee Bat Fathers bath. 42 bare 
bre Fhee. To this were ac A two 
led,” theſe 
t give them fullconyittion (v. 8. 9.0 
{ oſe.s Went e ly, - 00 | 
55 was a 


2 


Here . 8 a” plain and unden 


firſt built. And their. great Prophet; 
2 whom. it Was revealed, was to de- 


Pon. this . of Proof in con- 
firmation | 


tis Mſn, e 


. 3 I 


47 remove "his "whe nei and to _ 
vice thoſe, to whom he Was ſending 
2 that he 1 [appeared unt 


vrought, it is ger z be gaht brhieved, = 


©, 
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SER. PID of his” million. Upon his 


IV. 


_ fingle conſideration therefore I would 


— ask, How could a Jeu, conſiſtentſy 


wi ith. his own Religion, which was 
founded on this Proof, of with himſelf 


(if he receiv'd it, as it was at firſt\re- 


commended by God) reject our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, ding ging with him the ſame 


Proof, but far engel hg that, which 


Moſes Trop ht, both in the number 
g. of the Miracles done by 
him? The Mirkcles wrought by Mo. 


and 


ſes. Were not e F in any 
antient boot, could not be 


conſidered by: 47th as. fulfilling the 
a of ſome preceding Prophet, 
Thott, natural Reaſon” not any pecu- 
Har motive or circumſtance attending 
them, engaged the Hiaelites to te- 
d them, as inſtances of divine coun- 
tenance, piven to the perfon, by whom 
And if they were 
admitted, as actin confirmation of the 
ei Religion; I believe it will be 
ard to give a Reaſon, why. they ſhould 
eig wh in juſti. 
*herefore 1 
think” it Abſurd to make the Ola Te 2 


they were wrought. 


not be allow'd'the ſame” wei 
fication of , Chriſtianity: ©” 


neus the. {ole foundation of the 


Wei we baxe (excluſive of the Provfs 
en rom hence? gfe 


er and furer 
evidenc 


241 Ferrit iS: 


„„ cd ores ofo cnn tFR coca. 


2 


1 


FFP 


ys becauſe | it was the Proof fixt 


8 ir owt fy 1 that the. 


44% for ever, 1 i. admitted of '# 
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ſation to 1 it, had told” ti 
Phet, like unto bim, 


= ſhould 25 75 


Aeg 61 * Truth aud ORs 1 2 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, than We RY 


haye of the J7ewiſß Revelation, both &V 


from the Nature of the Revelation it 
ſelf, and from Lec N „ 


a Retſe further. e ee 
The Jews. N not Gita OM | 
fiſtency deny the Validity of this proof 


by "Miltactes in Juſtification” of Chriſti-- 


in their Law, to try a Prophet 
bys: ys ho! ſhould come unto them in the . 
F the Lord. Their Lawgiver .. 


change, ingraftment, or new Diſpth- | 


that God would 7ai/e them. up ©, ©) 9 


hir mouth, who ſhould. ; 
very of his will to them. But that yh 


promiſe, and the expectation ai 8 
ſed in them thereby, might not e \ 


ofe them to the falſe pretences of Im 
bltors, he went on 5 tell them how... 
1 1 5 


the kalle 
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BE * himſels ar to ſorptell ſame extraor 

* be event, which: ſhould Be Se 
favor, . as. an inſtance of divine 

a given to im; and accor- 

cling: as the Prophet failed, or ſycceed- 


el in this, they were to 77 or re. 
ject him. Put what conſtru 1 Jo 


will ypan this Greig. 
fic vr he try 4 1 


S4 
_ confirm 


ok 
gien 5 iven A ih bot! 
po 1 won a 2 S af 
divine ee ww OT. any: Progh 
tended to give in 
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ly on thar-ſabjec, bad ſtarted the dif- 
culty himſelf, and put the caſe. by 
gf Faution to prevent their being de- 
caved : plainly fling, that this 
was the beſt and: fafeli experiment 
could make, that it might of it ſelf be 
depended upon, and ought to be ad- 
Mitted by: them 2 a fuſlicient juſtifica 

Prop et, {peaking o them 
in the: nate of the RG 5 


he Oli Leſtament, therefore, i i 


lain, inſtead of invalidating 
by Miracles does in the moſt < 
nner eſtabliſh its, not only by pre- 
4 — a juſt and valid Proof:of 
+ Diving Commillion ; Dot ebay: reſt· 
ing its o Authority thereupon. .So 
that a conſiſtent Jew is obliged to ad 
mit che Proof, 48 U valid one, or "Elſe 
indigent i hard n too wants. 
a jaſt foundation. 

775 ut 10 . the ne little from 5 
is oliar ge of Inconſiſteney, and to 
tarniſh. them wich ſomething like a 
Gur Rleſſed Lord, 
N we. 2 
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a upon him to n S 
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Ss ER *. * not to regard ſuch Mira- 


cler *. This is a won erful fo — 8 


A vation! very inſtructive]! and of 
* 14.2. 3a: Uſe, to diſtinguiſh true from falſe P 


phets! As much as to ſay, do not fig 
eve a falſe pretended. iſfion to'be a 
true and real one upon any pretence 
Whatſoever. But what need had our Au- 


thor to cite the Ola Teſtament in juſti- 


fication of this #/e ful caution! There 
0 much 2 truth Wy it; that 
«<q dare ſay) y would have diſ- 
ted it iy blade: if he had 12 
neither Argument nor Authority 
lupport it. . it has none, 
his own: therefore ſet him take the 
credir of it to himſelf, and not thfOw 
it away upon AA ſes, who bas no man 
ter of title itt. 1 
The words of. Moſes referred t to, as 
containing -7 this? excellent a0 vice, are 
Deut. xil. 1, Sc. If there ars among 
© you'n Prophet and giveth. thee a ſign 
or a wonder, uud the ſign or the wan- 
der come to paſs,' whereof” he ai uh un- 
to thee, ſaying,” Let us go after. other 
Sue Thou: ſhalt not Hearn len to the 
Vordi of that Prophet. Now take 
_ this direction of Moſes according to 


the natural year oe of the words, 
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might, till they were ſet right in ths. 
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a general rule. He does not ſuppoſe, IV. 


that God would ſuffer more or greater. 


Miracles to be done by a Prophet, at- 
tempting to ſeduce them from the wor- 
ſhip of the only true God; but ad- 
mitting, that ſuch a one ſhould be per- 
mitted to give a ſign or a Wonder, 
leſt unwary minds ſfiould be ſurprized 
e gave them this ſtanding 
Caution, never to regard that ſign, nor 
the Prophet giving it, when his Do- 
Arme tended to Idolatry. The excep- 


tion we readily admit of. The Chriſtian 


Hocttine is 5 free from it; and 
Conſequentiy the Miracles w wrought in 
its fav our are ſtill, according to the 
Old Teſfament, unexceptionabſe Proofs 
in confirmation of it. But the natural 
conſtruction was not to our Author's 
a urpoſe; h Was therefore tempted to 
put a new gloſs upon it; by which 

he has given it ſuch an unlucky turn, 
8 makes * neither rule nor excep- 

on. F -- 8 kn Nr N IJ CS 
But tis Added oh That thei Jews® 1K 36: 


7 . of the Old Teſtament , 


. ſly re, ject Jeſuu, aſſerting 1 M 
Miſſom and 7 Dotrme with Miracles u 


n other | perſon, who in vertue of Mi- 
7 _  rackes, 
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SN rl, would leed:thew into; Holarry. 

Woo Now J think he might, with more bo- 

neſty, more coneluſiveneſs, more cun- 

ſiſteney with himſelf, have. fad, That 

1 had, in vertue- of. bis: 

authority to ſet Un -Fews: right in 
their -interpretations of the O T 

That fill 
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ment: than he could tay, 
they were ſer taghtt, they 
2 not wit hflanding hi 
- Aer far. then vo 38 
Miracles of: one that attempted: 
them into Idolatryx: 
them to regard hes Mi ho 
attempt to ſet them right i in their inter- 
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ſon, as d teff of à trus Prophet? . 


This Obſervation” If furniſn ug 


with One good ' rexf6h, why an —— . e 


Ns, could” not alle Fhe'Jews 1 
thei OWN bol lerten | 
Fee becauſe! ir wand be! 
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the 04, Teſtament, to ſearch it, and 
0 What Frophelics there were to that 
purpoſe, aur. Wheth er they or ful- 
filed) in Chriſt? This we allow, and 
this we inſiſt upon, as hoy ot Argu- 
ment diſtinct from that of Miracles, in 
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of, 1 believe all antiquity muſt fall be- 


to ſuſpect his own judgment in thoſe 
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| hand, how; yery improbable is it, that 


1 if ublick' actions of half a Ce 
moſt polite and knowing 


nothing but fable? When both theſe ca- 


pertinence and certain unfaithfulneſs? 

why muſt a Saſpicion of the one make 
a man depend upon the Reality of the 
other? This is certainly a new way of 

diſcrediting facts, and if it were allow 'd 


fore it. But let me ask again, Would 
not a man of any candour and modeſty, 
in ſuch à caſe as this, be more inclined - 


things, which ſeem to him impertinent; 
than, out of mere compliment to bis 
own judo ent, condemn the beſt at- 
teſted facts in the world of forgery and 
impoſtu uh For on the one hand, how 
very poſlible is it, that there might be 
ſome circumſtances known very well 
at that time, which would fufficiently 
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the credit of Miracles ſo Well atteſted. 
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& convincing” they, may be” to 
thoſe that ſee them 1 Fr, abe | 
not pro er for the conviction. of aft 
fn t . 1 ai # 
ſeen the oh 5 
70 inc the 
ts tb be 42 5 Seca 


Banu, ' which 70 ain 4 f 0 
: rhe New, which” Ts 


7 — Rracke e 7 5 Ds he 
Authority. and e be. tbe 
Cn and e of 


bu "7 
ih Wl ro 


the evidence 59 5 1 118 
have no reafon to 5 008 4 Bo Wt, 
eaſed to find it allow 9535 
| and "valid Proof. But then we einlilt 
K further, 


F 


A 135 0 Proof by. MIRA CLE 
"Iv. "equ ally. concluſive, and. 25 s proper for 
i 2... conviction of after-ages. For _ 
difference, which the Dion mak kes 
1 thes one cok of N and the 
other is only ima ame ap- 
plication and woe aldi g is neceſia- 
ky in both caſes. If the Authority and 
Zenuineſs of books and authors muſt be 
aquired into, to know whether the 
Miracles recorded in the New Teffa- 
ment are true; the ſame muſt alſo be 
done, and that with the ſame exactneſs, 
to know whether the Propheſies of the 
Old Teftament were fulfilled in the 
- "New. For before ie can tell whe- 
| ther they were ſo fulfilled, as we: read 
|  _ they were, you muſt, be {atisfied; that 
the hiſtory, which. records their .com- 
letions is a true one: If you are. af- 
ſured, or have no reaſon to doubt of 
the truth of the hiſtory ; then you have 
the ſame aſſurance, that the Miracles 
* recorded are true likewiſe; .So 
that you come as eaſily. at leaſt, to the 
knowledge of Miracles wrought as of 
F l compleated; and the very 
ſame ſteps, which lead you to Wy certaut- 


qual certainty about the other. The aſſu - 
rance we OY; nt the Miracles re. 
. n Fg 2 4 ; | corded 


7 o « 8 * 
* A 3 5 


LL LL LL GG AL CCR . ee 


ty about the one, will lead you. to e- 


_—_ 9 1 e109 I © 0 <-> i 5 x. 5 d & t&* 


1 e 


Jector ; 8 
Chriſt's Miracles in gen re pro. 
Tae , in the Old Teſtar 


22 — I * 


corded in a e Goſpel were fo — Ser 
as they are recorded, depends u g 
l the truth of that hiſtory de 
_ upon the credit of Authors: 
likewiſe, when the Goſpel takes no- 
tice: of an event, whereby ſome Pro- 
ue, of the Old Teftament was ful. 
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— truth and reality of that event, 
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— fulfilled by he Prophely he cher of 
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the deaf Mall be unſtopped; the lame 
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the! — fall ſing. If I can be aſſu- 
red that this —— was fulfilled z 
then by the ſame ſtep am I aſſured, 
that theſe Miracles were wrought. And 
ifl can beaſſured of theſe, Lean as eaſily, 
and by the ſame methods be fatisfied 
of the truth of any other facts or Mira- 
cles there recorded. Beſides, agen 
ſays, that not only bur 
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SERM: of their relation. Beſides, from the 
IV. very firſt f preading of it, it made a 
AV great noiſe in the World, and met with 
very violent oppoſition. All the ways, 
that malice could invent, or power 
execute, were uſed to diſcountenance 
and ſuppreſs it. Vet the teſtimony of 
the Apoſtles prevailed; nor could any 
one fact atteſted by them be diſproved. 
We have accounts ſtill remaining in 
Pagan and Jeuiſb writers, where their 
power of working Miracles is Freely e al- 
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| However, a8 Chriſtianity does 
ome relation to Judaiſm; as the Ol 
— — to be of Ge 11 
are ready to enter upon a er 
fication of our Religion, and undertake 
to ſhew, that tig not only conſiſtent 
with chat ꝑreceding Revelation,” but 
io jute boi. © 4 ER an 
ine 'tis a queſtion thrown . in our 
way, and ought therefore to be con- 
{ider'd, what relation Chriſtianity does ; 
bear to Judaiſm? Ought all the parts 
of Chriſtzanity a Article and Do. 
rine of it) to be proved from the Old 
* Teſtament *; 4s having its divine "aus 
+ Ib. 191. #ority- fro 7 +4 2 9 — 
12. ment he ſole true canon cripture 
d ee be —— 
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s partial, calculated 
for, and ſuited to, pk temper, diſpo- 
ſition and circumſtances of that fingle 
People. The Goſpel- Diſpenſation is 
—.— directed — all mankind, x 
Makes. no difference between Jew and ” 
Gentile: The Jew Diſpenſation was 
imperfect, indulged them in many. @_ 
things, not | otherwiſe allowable, bin 55 
for the hardneſs of their hearts; on 
the other hand it required many things, 
nat needful in themſelves, not accep. 
table to God, Which Were intend 20. 
2 as props to ſecure them from 
ing into Idolatry. It conſiſted, as 
Ste Paul obſerves, in meats and drinks, - 
ud divers. waſhings, and carnal ordi- 
ances 2 on them till ale time of 
form * And was. added: = 
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5 mſec . As fach we. receive che GolpeL 
Aud as uch, it is neither reaſonable; i 
or probadie to ſuppoſe, that it 47 
holy: contained in the Old Feſtameiity' 
cor that a. the parts Fir ſboul be 
proved thereby, or that it could have 
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ed on, or be capable of being proved 

by, a preceding one. For — 
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new —— — har were 
contained in, or revealed by, the pre. 
ceding One. It is no leſs reaſonabſe to 

l as the wiſe diſpenſations of Pros 
| 5 de are ſuited to the peru nd 
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6 — Art :ſlary, that all frm 
ligious Inſtitutions, required by a pre- 
ceding Revelation, ſhould be continued 
under'a ſucceeding; one: but tis ra- 
ther natural to expect, that many of 
them ſhould be repealed, — ones 
ſubſtituted in their rom. 
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New One be thus far —— ble with 
the Old One, then will it ſtand upon 
the fame foot with a firſt fund amen. 
tal Revelation, and will be capable of 
being confirm d and eſtabliſnt by the 
fame methods. My buſineſs therefore 
at preſent ſhall be to ſhow, That the 
Chriſtian Revelation is in theſe reſpects 
fairly reconcilable with the Fewiſþ Re- 
velation, which it ſucceeded; which 
did both admit of a New One to ſuc- 
geed it, and of the repeal of ſeveral 
— Ordinances inſtituted by it. 
"It is odjected indeed, that the ) 
believed: their Lau to be eterna 2 3 
Jane expected no New Inſtitution to ſcat 
ceed, or take place of it. And it 
may be ſo. Wi. are not accountable - 
for every notion embraced 'by them 
This is not the only corrupt tra itiom⸗ 
they received, contrary t —— 
expre/5 words and — meaning Wk 
their own Scriptures. We are ready 
to prove, from paſſages of the Oπ 
7 — taken in: their Alus gan 


obvious, 


24 CnNIsTPIAUAr jaftfed 


| venant;;to!: ſucceed it which will I 


Zoom again Ty Chriſtian | 
becauſe it tended to alter, or 
the, Lu and Cu _— repeal 


—.— prove, — tho Law of. Moſer >: 


peat pul 


&:thereo Dc 


recited: — 
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chat their Law did — of many al 
" texations and of a New Law, or Co- 


remove the objedions: of the 


5 7 Ne foretold: — | 
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of. ue Religion; den it had been 
intirely needlets to have had recourſe © 
to any new. method, or to have alte- 
red that, which could not be mended.” 
herefore- he ſays in another place*; *Gal iü. 21. 
If there had been a law given, 2 
could have given life, thon verily oy 
ene (Sr juſtification) had bet 
: "The promiſe” there fore 6f 4 
ner, Covenant, as it ſuppoſed em 
efect or imperfection in the old ie; 
e it implied a change or alteration'6f 
it. For in that he ſaith" a we vet. 
nant” (ſays the Apoſtie, v. 13.) 5e 3 
mae the Firſt old; now that which: * 
cayerh, or waxeth old, is realy ie but 
br Ny 
| „than that t 1 et ff 
of the Covenant, or Law —— 09 = 
Jews by Moſes: that this Covenant 
hould | ceaſe, and that a New one” 
hort * be eſtabliſn' d in its rom; in” 
tbe room of that which God gave tem; 
when he took them by the hau to Bud" 
them out of the land: of 'Aigypr ; inthe 
room of that which Ay elende, 
and ergo —— — no Gio , a + 
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SER» to the Covenant, that I made with 
V. their Fathers: | The Jeu therefore 
ere in no wiſe juſtified in objecting a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Doctrine, that it 


tended to change the cuſtoms 'which 
Moſes del ; to them. \Mofes ne- 


ver caution d them againſt a Prophet, 
chat ſhould. make ſuch an attempt. 
rophets not only ſuggeſt- 

ed do Sh ——— 06s gh but alſo 
expreſly- told — chat there, Should 
5 © Whatever _ u 


Antion,/ That 225 Was, e e 


2 a change, mgraftment, or en en 
f So a — —— 5 1101 

or: pretended. to 6 iſp tion 

* I. intended For beſides what 2 po- 

ſitively aſſerted Dp Jeremias, in the 

words cited by ſtle, the Pro- 


13 time for * bran 
righreou that 
= ich ff 
that the. nant which they then lived 
under, W. ; not ſuch. And he further 
declares, that at ten imetantchen 


* 


a He fe * the Verte ana 4 "the 


os oblation 


LO EIN im a of > oa: as... oct «ttc. rote aan, and 


phet Daniel goes further, and fixes 


ale laſt for. Ser: re torr 


* 


of the old Covenant) ta ce. 0 


of a perſon > part for a Covenant bf 


How gull Chriſt, thar be change 


Une which were neceffary- 5 


x. 24, 27 The Prophet li- 
ſtinguiſhes this new Law or "Gam 
nant by the Univerſality of it; that 
whereas the firſt was partial, directed 
to and calculated for, the 7euiſh peo- 
ne only, in this Gentiles as well as 
Jewr-ſhould: be included. Mang pes. 
hall go and ſay, Come pe, and let ur 
27 0 1 the mountain of the Lord 
75 thei hauſe of the Gad of Jacob, an 


be till teach: ut of bit ways, and wwe 
_ will walk in his paths; for aut of Li. 


F en from Jeden. Re 9) 
E er Mm. 1. 30 
And afterwards we find him ſpeaking 


e e 4: 4 ht of the Gentiles. 


The 7 « ſhall pf" rn ons 


The 


Prophet Malachicalls/himi (Chap. iii.) 


The meſſenger of the Covenant, w 
3 t in; not of the old Cove. 
t, that was Moſes, who was not 


| expected; but of a new and better 


3 for which reaſon * 55 | 
11. to delight in him. 


9 Theſe paſſages Tui us is wich 5 


tory anſwer to the FeWS: 


the 


it is ſajd'(yerſe;4.) * © * 


Cnure rnb z ziel 


San l. the cuſtoms delivered by Maſer. Bin 
V. we need not content dur ſelves 
ich this anſwer. Arguments many 
and clear and concluſive offer themſelves 
to juſtify all tlie alterations made by 
Chriſt with reſpect to the law of 


Moſes. Arguments, that will both ju 
the givingthoſe Laws at firſt, and the re- 
pealofthem afterwards. Arguments that 
will juſtify the wiſdom of repealing 
without derogating at all fromthe immu- 
rabilicy of God wo gave them. To give 
Jou as clear an idea e 6 
this mene, 1 full bre, INES 
Fit, What thoſe rites and er 
werke, which were repealed or change 
by the Goſpel; whether they wert fr 


| reaſons they were firſt founded? 
Second, I thall endeavour to prove 


That the repeal of them, the time and 


manner of doing it, were entirely conſi- 
Rent with the wifdom and immutabilit) 
of God, who gave them. And bocauſ 
it may be objected from ſome pallage 
of the O Tefldmint; that they are 
cared unalterable, I ſhall e che 
Third and laſt place to 
Keofding to the declared intent of the 
. N 8 Bd. der! wer 
ito be Alter d * 2 


9 


5 X's "380: & 3 ? Fi te py 
*Y Ji, 


their nature alterable, and upon what 


prove That 


r 1 


8 1 Wenn Lk AS r 


bur may accident: 
[rm ur of furthe 


Mankind, 4 Licher in in a religious or ac 
- rye 


wk "Y the Old Teftament... 2 
rites: and 


cuſtoms were, which were 


E or repealed hy the Goſpelz >> 
whether they. Sore in their nature al- 


terable, and upon what reaſons the) 
were Grit founded. And here: it 
caſily obſerved by any one that reads 
the Goſpel; : hriſt never attempr- 
ed to mike any infringement upon the 


natural or moral law. Every thing, 


elne e 
romote the honour 

th intereſt of mankind 1 
9 So the perfection of human 


nature, is ſtrictly required and incaleas 


tec by the Goſpel. Even, a confor- 
nity in things indifferent, the mon 
whereof has no ſuch natural tendency, 
uy prove a means of 
ſome really 
y xEcommens 
therefore can- 


 pirpoſe, is ther 
Ae Thi Golpel 


dot de ſaid to have diſannulled any thing, 


offibly be of ſervice to 


2% te Goleta hag 
pel, are t | 
K rag — nature indifferent; = 
that: could not be acceptable to God 
for their OWN — things merely ex 
terial; which, as they had no relation 
to-The worlhip and ſervice of a ſpiritual 
. * 


—_ I am to enquire, what: — Y 
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Suns Being; ſo neither had they any dire, 
© V. or natural tendency to perfect, or 


X prove Human nature. | 
Conſider their ſacrifices, the fovetal 
modes and rites of their publick Wor- 
ip: what was there in them, either 
fo agreeable to the Divine Nature, or 


fo beneficial to the human, that the 

might not in any wiſe be aboliſhed? 
God does not eat the fleſn of bulls, or 
drink the blood of goats. He often 


afſured the Je by his Prophets, that 
| he had a0 pleaſure in them: Different 
kinds of meats, and different way! 


"of 

eparing them, may be agreeabſe to 
25 ſenſual appetite; 75 Spar are "theſe 
to a ſpiritual. Being, who has'no: carnal 
ſenſe or appetite to gratify? Had they 
any direct tendency then to make th 
worſhipper, that offered them more 

rfect? Let any rational man be judge 
in this caſe; whether the blood: of theſe 


Tinces” could have any efficacy to 
take away ſins, or to porg e the confei- 

at any time, 
by purting g them in remembrancè of ſin, 


ence that was defiled* 


the) Hoke d to'raiſe in them an abhor- 
rence of it, ſo far they were of ſer- 


ves: but this effect Was rather acci- 
dental, than neceſſary; and e are ſure 


a N more Ne to ſheu 
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F ret do : Ve oF >. F "of the 
p 2 9 5 \ UM a = &.. 4. i, „ 7 i" Ed : 
- 4 - 


e's * : 5 Ihe * 
C + 7 SI ws 8 
=— 4 * # 


. L 


bot ook a. 2105 * + 2 eb F 


F it accepta ble to God for its OI. 
for this worſhip, here was no natur e. 


all 4 — by him, and, P 1 Canby 
„ L 4 4 | 


the odiouſnel of. an 2 his — 


diſpleaſure againſt it, and conſequentiy 


to raiſe in us a juſt abhorrence of it, 4 >» 


has been contrived by the Goſpel: 
Ine may imagine of how little e 
their ſacrifices were in this reſpect, 
when we read the com plaints which 
makes by his R of his moſt 


zealous Worſhippers this way. To what 


rpoſe ir the multitude of your: Hacri- 


ger unto me? I am full of (that is, 1 
nanſcate). the burnt-offerings 5 rams 


=_ _ Vat e, fed tral. He, that 


Glleth:, an o in as if he 


be that ſacriſiceth a lamb, at Wig at. 
gurtech off a dog c nec ſi; be that offererh: 
f oblation,.( as if be offered feiner 
15241 Ae that 8 Ter $46 42 1 


D, if 3 had OR Fang | 


fake, or if there had been an any" ood, | 
conſequences neceſſarily attending it, 
» Gon(ider- next the Place appointed 


cellency init. God himſelf had cha 


& under the Fewſh: diſpenſation... Be. 1 


the whole world is God 'Sy it w oy 
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ſupports and preſerves. it ; nor can any 
lace ſanctiſie the man, but a man 


WV e holy and acceptable to God — 


place. Conſider further that Tribe, or 
order of men, g to * 
this place of wor Were they, an- 
tecedently to 1 inſtitution, in any 
wiſe more worthy, or better qu 
to ſtand; before God in his houſe; than 
the reſt of their brethren ?. or might not 
any other tribe with: equal reaſon have 
bow. 8 for that purpoſe? and 
1 lo ſet apart, was it at 
| eee or eſſential to their of- 
ax mould wear that one 
particular ſort. of apparel and no other? 
Of all thefe outward things, chere is 
not one 8 to God than 
mother. When 2 * 
9 od, then indeed 
them is neceſſary; ne . dbed: 
ence 10 him that ande — 
fer the ſake of the thing — 
Thus che caſe is is repreſented by the 
Prophet (Jer. vii. 23.) I Hale mor (ſays 
God). 90. your fathers, nur mand 


them, ſor 
God. ha refpect 


be Ike ICT ; 


1 


ee Ol mee. 


wa 2 — 1 render — ect St 


he nauſeated; he deſpiſed? them: and 
they who obſerved hems out of à ſu- 


ſtitious fondneſs for the things them- 


elves, inſtead of being De Were 
verely reprimanded. © | 
According to all the rules therefore 
we have of judging, nay according 
che judgment of God too, theſe nite 
had no inherent neceſſity obliging men 
to the obſervance of them: And if their 
Obligation depended,” as it certainly 
did, upon mere inſtitution, the faine 
authority that Inflituted; might with 
ual reaſon 'repeal them; and when 
epe led, the Whole reaſon 


come” aghin, What 25 0 were at firſt, 
| — ever wil declare any Ew ral 
and void, which has a natural orneceC- 

tendency to the good of matt ind, 
is an effertion chat nner be quftified, 
nenther © du be ore. ted! But ws 


W Things 


table to him; in every other bY WW 


COT IE e e hs 
9 mace 


e on ee 5 rt 
A — as - # N e, 


3 aid ſo 42 of. theſe rites 
and Jari 


need ſay the leſs of their private org 
Which depended upon circum 


eats or drinks; ſo he does 1 2 110 5 


Er 


en RISTIANITY: e 


80 * 579 x. things ; indifferent, as indifferent. It 


"ple no — Fro to any known 
ttribute of God, it is not at all incon- 


185 ſiſtent with the nature and reaſons of | 
things; but on the contrary, it is treat: 


ing hing according to their own 87 


| of n 
the Zews laid. the 


* 13 hich 


nances, which conſiſted in a di 


of. meats and drinks, in outward Prone 
cations and waſhings and other cuſt 


not reſpecting Religion, but civil. Life: 


r to that People at that time, nd 
858 upon any inherent goodneſs. in Fa 

themſelves. For how is a N 
Ee or. the Worſe for what l 


deration and 'Temperani 


2 
for his 


es. of God were 5 the, 


1 55 good, and were given man, 
uſe and ſervice. 


ifference in a moral ſenſe 
of 2 r of the third and choſe | 


12 2 1 be oh 1550 ha 3 
to regulate their conduct in the 1 0 
es; which no man of any ile ment 
| F impartiality would ever reckon ir- 
ealable; and in my opinion, they 
rho contend for the perpetuity of ſuch 
Hs, are ſo far from doing any credit 
is that Religion, that they cannot by a- 
ny other imputation render its autho- 
y more ſt Pected. 1 SH YL B95) 
aſi or, conſider theſe Cans as founded 
upon porary motives, ariſing from 
rticular * circumſtances of the 
"at the time” of their 
e Ney; and ſo a rational account ma 
given of their inſtitution, and they 
Y be juſtified upon rinciples- con- 
forant to the wiſdom of God who gave 
tem. Bur conſider them as Laws, 
which may upon no account be abro- 
gared, and it will not be caſte to fc 
count for, them, but upon the prinet- 
Ples of mere Superſtition. The repeal 
of” them — Was o far from e e 


nothin; g could 5 * 
nd than that they ſfiould be re-. 

d. And I believe an indifferent 
U £ in tis caſe "IE >- more ap 


— is to account for their Inſtitution, thi 
perecive the tes 


Bac H B16 LIAN Y. juſtified 


ine Authority, than the Repeal 
nf the better able any man 


e 

their Bent 

Now in order to diſcover che! Mo- 
tives, upon which theſe Laws were 

engel, it will be neceſſary to den 
in ſome meaſure the temper and cir- 

eumftances of the Fewi/h people at the 

time, When theſe Laws were given. 


"fs 


Cty 
nd Mars, in gyery 

arſe, and upon ee "Ea. 

owing. 


learnt and were grown Sing, of, 8 
of their ſuperſtitions euſtoms. They 
_ were encompaſſed likewiſe with ;dole- 
* trous nations on every ſide, w e He. 
r peo wit ſhe; and 
Pageantry was thought therefore 
(and chat very juſtiy, as appeared by 
the event) that a. ffible methods, 
which eguld be uſed, 
_ enough'$o. ſecure. chem on this: week 
tide.” N "> emi 40 aer! bem 


ellen the Joſtiration of ſuch kan; 


them againſt following her 
Gods. They had lived alot 3 


2 Egypt where probably 


* 0 the on hee, 5 4 irs) 


ee ferns deere, in SuRn 
| der to preſerve them from a much „ 
Worſe miſcarriage ; God indulged wem 


Wich a great many needleſs Rites and 
Certmonies; which, as they had ne 
inherent - gaddneſs: in them; 10 ne 
ne ey af any eri tendenepe, and 
M che extertial-parts of worffp were 
0 cop eee ret e 
* mM 
and growing fond of che Rites 
| oms of "their heathen neigh- 
8 This was the real Motive, why 
fo much ontward form and ceremony 
vis — into che worſfip e 


ju re was: 1 e ND | 

aecidentally from the particular — 
fition and circumſtances of che A 
people, for whoſe - fake theſe outward. 
1 forms 1 15 Kio Hip wene FI 


ordinances 1 be —— for pon 
the ſame obſervation. For inv- 

yon'd with idelatrous Nations, t keep 
them e ee from # comp - 


any 
tures. and other - things were bes this 
La declared unclean, that it was next 
—.— for Wen * cat 1 


giving coe Laws, to keep them ſe- 
3 from the heathen, as appear 
X 2% 25. I an tbe Lord your. 
Cod, bie hae ſeparated yon from 
other people, ye ſhall therefore put 
ference betweenclean beaſts a1 unclean. 
And with the ſame view . many other 
things indifferent in themſelves: were 
forbidden them. They were prohibited 
to round the corners of gh dl heads, to 
Wear... 4 garment mint of linnen; and 
' waollen,. to ſow divers ſeeds in the ſame 
ground becauſe thoſe were fi 
ons had in regard by their heathen 
neighbours. 1 by * ſtrict forbid- 
in of. . was . to oak 


8 Von "hy the word hee. 


ye Ro ry be euere, the L. 
ſever, er per 
. thÞſs-and-choUIEe ps 
bepts of the ceremor Ire ne 
founded upon the Goodneſs of the 
— on ging na. ory — — an 5 2 1 
eculiar to that to thoſe 
rims, when — pe > ror they 5 
were ſuffieient to "juſtify them! rſt 1175 
ſürntion, will 1 iy the us n af ood 
now they are > ceaſed. Which brings 
me to prove, 62 


We ſec 


ns 


Kdjoyn'd to precepts of this kind The V. | 
4, being AA 


'»' Secondly, That 0 Repeal of chem, 


the time and manner of —_— 
were intirely conſiſtent with the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Immurability of God, WO 
frſt gave them. Beſides the natural 
and neceſſary differences of things, up- 
on which are founded Laws of an im. 
— nature, that cannot be alter d 
or repeat d, becauſe founded upon 
| motives that are unalterable: the Are 
alſo accidental circumſtances common 
to human life, which at different times; 


\ as eircumſt 4 ö , 2 — 8 


. the ffrſt of theſs 


caſes 


vary, require a diffe- 
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men, as of o 


and maintain. friendly correſponc 
with. 725 other. But the 


CHALSTIANIEY faſtiſed 


R ones conduct, the reaſons 


motiyes 40. action continuing the 
Frudence — hind of 


S wor onl 


dence and ud 
with the —. e 3 e i is pru · 
dent when a houſe is ſeized with an 


1 vs temper to. abſent. . — 
* that 8 18 ee 
1e lence, or — Eh Th 

£ _ applicable to the Jeu 
and the inſtitution, of their ceremonial 
e Fromaghe 
beg * ural Law Obliging any 
race or þ aly of men, to keep them 
{elves diſtin , and ſeparate from the 

of the wedds nor 27 riicylar 
ration. more Arie — effeQual I pres 
ONE nature and one family, 
ere by that nature obliged to eine 


groſs infecti⸗ 


on of 1 dolawy over ending the world 
| nan Sgree, — be worſhip 7 ſhip of 
one true God wazglmok contnedta 


one 


= * n eee, n «a pen Y had ory 
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one particular family; and that family 8 K 1 
1 too much inclined to fall in witin V. _ 
the reſt of the world; it ſeem'd expe - 
dient to infinite wiſdom, in order to 
Borg. ſo ill an effect, to guard and, 

his peculiar people with ſuch, 
Laws and Ordinances, , as. beſt ſuited 
their then preſent circumſtances ; 2 
that would, during that general con- 
tagion, ſecure them moſt ee, ; 
from it. 

This, as 1 have already ewa, Ws 
the true ground and motive, of thoſe 
many Rites and Ceremonies, which are 
to he met with in the Jeuiſh Religion. 
And ſo long as the Motives continued, BY 
upon which they were inſtituted, ſo 
long as they lived in the midſt of ido- 
latrous neighbours, t was reaſonable ta. 
believe, that their obligation | ſhould. | 
laſt; and an attempt to repeal them | 
might juſtly have been ſuſpected... - But 
when a New Diſpenſation was intro- 
duced, tending to a general reforma- 
tion; when the converſion of the 
Gentile world, ſo frequently promiſed; WW 
was about to de compleated, "nd had = 

en begun with very good ſucceſs;, „ 
the danger of that idolatrous contagion, 
which was the very Reaſon, nay the 
why Motive, "x Ale ceremonial 

M Laws 


* 


{1 
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| Srv cons ere given, was removed: The 


e Reaſon therefore of theit infti- 


< tbtion'ceafing, the Inſtitution it ſelf 


_ "ought" in'Tcafon to ceaſe, and in my 
opinion became void on courfe,” For 
"ad it be thought a thing in- 
. with infinite Wiſdom, to 
make 1 9 Laws, where the Mo- 


- tives F Making them are but tempo- 
rary ?..Is.it ever reckon'd prudence. in 
tg to make no x N 1 
things neceſlar things merely cir- 
| Sina Ys ede 7 of 
ſhow! be thought proper in times of 
ine on, Wit” here fore a 7 confide- 
rate man continne, the ufe of it, when 
af danger of infection is n 
What 05 ahle Phyſician did 
ſcribe it? Yet when e whole * 
of fits pteſc tion © ceaſes, it is acting 
apatbſt a8 judgment, to contimie the 
e of it, Al Ard Pr appointed for a 
certain bod onphir to be directed to 
E- that: end, and chat only : When, they 
Be "otherwiſe Applied, they are not 


rA. 


; ieh proper, but unacceptable. And 
3 impoſlible” they ſhould be applied 
tothe” end intended, when, that end 


Wan 


 Craſes to require them. . 
How then can the Repcal of the ce⸗ 
| remotial Law caſt "of reflection 5 


5 * 
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the W'iſdom or Immutahility 05 God: 3 | 


Were there the fame reaſons, for 


tinuing it, when the Goſpel. had r 


preached to all the world, as there w 
for the firſt inſlitution of it? Pid — 
change his method till the Motives 
"change ?; Would. it have been at a 
conſiſtent. with his Wd m, to have 
Motives? Let not t #7 we 5 
ſay, that We charge od V th 
wildom, or ſteadineſs, or that W. 
tribute any l to him inconſi 
with thoſe Pexfections: they are 
real Authors of the charge. They fay 
the ſame God, Wa tl WORE * 
tain wiſe and good upon 
grounds, has — thoſe 
upon no grounds at all. Sand tha 
a 18 


: Habs who 
nances have noe * = to re- 


5 238 * 


aws 


commend them, but their own inhe- 


uu WO if God cher n now ap- 
A M2 proves 


164 


cus rf vii 


1 M: proves them, it muſt be for their own | 


Lake; and if fo; God is chan 8 
lat t 


You plainly ſee” therefore, 


1 Repeal of tempor Laws; when oy 
End of their Matei ceaſes; is ſo 


have already 


far from reflecting upon the Wiſdom or 
Immutability of God, that it is a re- 


flection there) to ſuppoſe: chem ir- 


repealable. "Phe ceremonial” Laws 1 
proved to have been of 
this nature. A The reaſon of cheir In 
ſtitution, 9: their — — aft ido- 
latrous neighbours, is C ſed: a com- 
mon Covenant including all nations is 
eftabliſht, and thereforè all Laws of 
ſeparation and diſtinction ought to be 
taken away. And what Prophet could 
be thought more proper to declare 
this Repe | than he, who came to fe- 
move the Unie of its s ft inſtitution? 
Or when could be a more proper time 
to declare all Laws of ſeparation void, 
than that, wherein Jet and Gentile 
were to be brought under one Cove- 
-nant ; when he glory of the Lord war 
0 b revealed to' all people," and 2 
tots were to ſee it together Can this 
therefore be an objection againſt Chriſt, 
which feems ſo e per, ſo neceſſary to 
have _ . 55 n 5 N 7 that 


Oe "Chriſt" 


. 
„ 


1 


5 dutji 90% the Old 2 *. 


Chriſt was not a true Propher, I 1 DER 
he had all the marks and tokens of his Dd 


being ſuch, becauſe he attempted to * N 


repeal theſe Laws, is in effect to ſay, 
that they were irrepealable, And to 
lay, that theſe Laws were irrepealable, 
is to make things, dependent on cir- 
cumſtauces, independent; reſpectiye 
things abſolute; things, that are ꝓroper 
only under ſome: circumſtances; neceſ- 
ſary. under all circumſtancess I will 
not inlarge on this head; I have ſaid 
—— than enough to zue the Repeal 
of theſe Laws, nay to juſtify the non 
obſervance: of them, though d they had 
not been expreſly repealed. ſhall 


Third and laſt place to pr 
Fes, to ſome paſlag 
the 0¹⁴ Tefqment, That according. -:to 
the declared intent of the Od eftamentr” 
theſe Laws were to he repealed; or al- 
ter d. There are ſeveral places, where 
parts of the ceremomial- Law are ſaid 
to be Lauter f ever. Auron and his 
Sons are ſaid to be ſet apart for the 
ſervice of the Tabernacle, > by an ori- 
nance fur euer. The method inſtituted 
for making atonement is called. an e. 
Perl ling Sarute. And many other 
A. M 3 jpallages 


ex in; 


efere proceed in the vibe NN 


es objected from 


> 


SE NM. paſſages 
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of like nature are to be met 
V. with: But the only difficulty "ariſing 
som them is removed by the gene- 


neral conſent of all (Jeu, as well as 
other perſons) who have well conſi- 
dered the uſe of this term for! ever 
in the ©Teftament. Where, be- 
ſicles a veal: rpetuity ty, it is oſten u- 


 _ fed to ſigni ily a limited, but © indefi- 


nite duration ; and ſeldom w real per- 
petuity, but where the ſubject it is 
annexed to requires it. Haunah ſays, 
(1 Sam. i. 22.) that the would bring 
her Son, that he mi ght appear before 
the Lord for ever. Davitt (Pal. 
Hi. 4.) I ui abide in thy 7. erna- 
cle for ever. In theſe places the dura- 
tion intended muſt 'neceffarily' be li- 
mited to the lives of theſe Fon 
_— "muſt all Le peculiarly a- 
| to a particular Difpen B 
be limited to the . that 
Diſpenſation. All their ceremonial | 
Laws conſidered them as a ſeparate 
people, were given with an intent to 
eep them fore parate, and conſequently 
whit th 2 in that Mate, 
were "conſtantly to be obſerved b 
them; and were not to be difuſed; 
N their ys. in the Land" of 


N is Canaan, 


wherein Gentiles, as well as rs Were“ 


the 0% Thſlament. / 4167 


RN "7 2 1 
6's" 8 * * wa 4 a? 
oo & 3 a" 


gungen, as many Laws were, ie 
ſpecting only. their confinuance in the. 3 5 | 
wilderneſs. Vet fill "was — — 
they were to have an End, r 
Diſpenſation to which they were adapt-. 
KAY was not intended to continue. al. 
Ways. Even before that Biene | 
Was granted, there was an . 90 8. 5 

miſe made of one more „Gen. 22, 


TY 


to he included. That Diſpenſation, | Jo 
ing granted, the Je could no lon ger 
be conſidered as a peculiar pe 
and conſequentiy the Laws, whic 
confider Pore as ſuch, could be, © 
no! kifo tee, 22 
| r to the ſtricteſt ſe NY © - 
th e words, Ne but Aaron and by 
2 were to miniſter before the 
ever; then there: could no 
have arifen (according to David's Pre ; 
diction) another. Prieſt, not of. Aa ron 8, 
but of Melebiſedec 8s order. And; if 
the old ritual way of worlhip. | 
been to. be continued always; chen a * 
Prieſt of another order had been pa, 
_ neceflary and inconſiſtent, with the 
Law; which expreſly limited the Ter, 
vice of the Laberecke and Temple to 
thoſe of Aaron s Order. And there: 
M4 * 5 


— 


— as * » 
1 1 7 8 | 
n 90 — 

* 


Cn „ru Hififed 


ages of like nature are to be met 
5 "with. But the only difficulty ariſ 


neral conſent of all (Jeu as well a8 
other perſons) who have well _ 
dered the ufe” of © this' term for over 
ure, it is often u 
| nite : duration s md ſeldom W ren! per- 
„ but Where the ſubject it 

1 to requires it. Hannah — 
(1 Sam. i. 140 that ſhe would bring 
her Son, that he might appear before 
— Lord for ever. David ſays (Pal. 

4.) 1 will abide in thy "Taberna- 
the for e ever. In theſe places the dura- 


mited to the lives of theſe 5 
And ſo muſt all Laws pet 
dapted to a particular 


Diſpenſation. All their ceremonial 
Laws conſidered them as à ſeparate 
=Y were given with an intent t 

them ſeparate, and conſequent 

they - continued in that ſtate, 
ae conſtantiy to be obſerved by 
them; and were not to be difuſc d, 


= 14h their ſettlement” in the Land of 
* Canaan, 


* 


muſt neceffarily be l. 


be limited to the continiatice bf —4 


2 + "00" 96 Oe 1 


5 wherein Gentiles, as well as Je Were 1 


the TY Elina 


Cork, as many No a ere E 5 
: ing only their. continuanc EV» 
| Tien, 7 of 1 . WR 
They were to have an C 
Diſpenſation to which they 17 ap 1 
ed, was not intended to continue. 8 
ways. Even before that Diſpa 1 
was granted, there was an exprel 


{i 
miſe made of one more eue 2 22. 
1 


to be included. That Diſpenſation ber 
ing granted, the Jer could no lon er 
be conſidered as a peculiar people 
and conſequently. the Laws, 28 
conſider d them as ſuch, could be, aß 


no longer force. HITS 
| * according to the ſcricteſt ul 


the words, 8 95 but Aaron and h 
- pon were to miniſter before the 
2 ever ; then there: could not 
have ariſen (according to David's pre: 
diction) another ts not of Aaron's | 
but of Melcbi ſed ec's. order. And. i 
che old ritual way of worſhip had 
been to be continued always... — 8 
Prieſt of another order had been 
_ neceflary and inconſiſtent , 97 57 "the 
| Law ; which expreſly limited the. Jer, 
vice of the Tabernacle and Temple = LB. 
aa of OT 8 Order. And e „ 


M4 = 08 


1686 nN Nara jeſtiſed 


S8 R N. fore, a8 the  Apoſile to. the Hebrews 
V. juſtly argues *, a change of the Prieſt- 

*A—hood neceſſarily inferred a change of 
Mp4 "the" Laws relating to it. I obſerve fur- 
| ther, that the old ritual worſhip Was 
> dal? 1 confined to a certain place. And is it 

pProbable, that a way of worſhip thus 
limited ſhould be continued, When all 
nations ſhould turn to the Lord? ?. Or 


is it not much more probable, as the 
+ Mal. i ERS ihe 


offering, that is, an offering 
which ſhould be accepted, though not 


chat general converſion, ſo plainly and 
_ frequently promiſed in the Old Teſta- 


ment, is it probable that the Sons of 
Levi onl 


Or is it not more probable, as the Pro- 


miſter” before him, that is, in the prophe- 
tick phraſe for Prieſts and for Levites? 


ed no more in that ritual man- 


het Malachi obſerves f, That in 
an place men ſhould offer unto God 


orm'd at Jeruſalem? Again, after 


y ſhould miniſter before him? 


+1£ 66.41. phet Iſaiah obſerves 3, that God would 
"take out of all nations perſons to mi- 


Or what greater outward Proof could 
wiki 1180 that God. intended to be 


So OT OPS » 
Ak. 
. Lee 


| 


9 


0 che Ol: Te ament.. 


| 3 and leaving them Fi that tht Sena : 


time to this deſtitute of a Temple, and 
Bac rifices, and perſons legally quali 


8 51 therein? According to the 9 
ecy of Daniel, who ſays, that . pa. 5. 
8 ſeſiah ſhould come to fulfill the. 24, Kc. 


arpoſes of his Prophecy, to make re- 


conciliation for 1 NPY, and to brin 
in everlaſting rightebuſneſs, he. ſhoul 


Cauſe the ſacrifice and. the oblation 1% oh 


ceaſe... 
All theſe thing GAR thens can 
remain no doubt or difficulty about 
the Repeal of thoſe legal Ordinances, 
They were Laws in their. own nature 
repealable; the End of their Inſtitution 
is ceaſed, and therefore they ought to 
be repealed ; the Continuance of them 
would be a thing abſurd and next to 
impoffi ble, contrary to the declared | 


intent of the O/d Feftament,. ML in- ON 


conſiſtent with the Wiſdom, of G0 
who gave them. 4228 
Thus far cherehore we are _- PAL 5 
the concurrent g's of reaſon and 
the writings of the Ol Teſtament, to 
juſtify our Religion conſidered as a 
New Law, not 910 diſtinct from. but 
repealing many things re Juir 775158 
| the e n Os 
0 far 


% Curl V) ee 
Sem. far is it from being true, that the legal 
V. Covenant was intended to laſt always, 


NV that it appears from . . laineſt and 
cleareſt pallages of the Old Teftamenr, 
that it Was both alterable and intended 
© » to be alter d; that it was to be fuc- 
ceeded by a new Diſpenſation quite 
different from it, and not actor dint 70 
the Covenant made with the 1ſrueltes, 
when they came out of the Land of 


; ee, And it appears further, that 


alterations made in that firſt 
Covenant by the ſecond are juſtifiable, 


not only upon the principles of reaſon, 


— by the Old Teftament likewiſe ; 
hereby from paffages appealed” to, 

in their rer and nubera, not in any 
, or. fecondary; ſenſe, it is fairly 


ſttictiy proved, that Fach 4 altera- 
tions were ined. and might reaſo- 
nably have been expected. This be- 
ing proved, the 'Goſpet has as good 
foundation upon the O/4 Teſtament, as 
= New Revelation need to have upon 
ding one. This proves them to 
be fairly confiſtent with one anather ; 


that they are not in an zrreroncilable 


* as they have been repreſented; 


ttlat no juſt exception can be made a- 
| « "vhs the New for — or repeal- 
| ing 


under the Oase | 
all alterations made V. | 


expreſs declarations of the-Old, and a 
far as could reaſonably be expected, are 
juſtified thereb . CP ERE STE: | 
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the Old Te Tefanent.” 
NAD at. 25, « . 


| 10 5 Cdn e x 

of heart to behieve all that the Pro- 
; wo, f 2225 not Chriſt 
o haue ſuffer 5 po as om 40 


* : WW: ow 


NG Ds Rats 1 to of 2 f 
not only | how. groſly the 
Scriptures. have cor- 
——rupted by che traditions of 
"5, 55 40608 pro ſling to embrace 
hols 8 but alſo that honeſt, 
well-meaning men have been miſ-led by 
thoſe-, corrupt traditions, and hardly 
weaned from, though the — 5 
plainly contradict 5 — traditionar 
We have a remark able in ance 
0 
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nent ſpeak as denn and e Weener 
the WES TR 48 of his trium- 
phant ſtate; in the 8 ſelf. ſame Pro- 
phecies we meet with both theſe parts 
oft his character. fey 5er When our 
Bleſſed Lord appeared, we find the ſuf- 
ferifig part ſo generally disbelieved, that 

it bècame a nf ten g . againſt | 
bim, and paſſed as a ſufficient ar gument 
to convince them, that he chu not 
Ie oy the Meſſiah Yromiſed in thoſe Scrip- 
s. Nor only the Jews in general 

en his own Difeiples were tin 

Quted with: this Prejudice; and there- 
fore he took great Pains to prepare 
them againſt the thock, by frequently: 


2 i * * 
N. 
* ** b 3 7 


roaching Paſfion. ey. con- | 
„feed kim to be hs e hrt leſt that 
> 8 ſhould ſwell them with a Notion of b . 
coming great by his means, 
; 3 5 them NE; rag ire on f | 
3 t Fern alem, ow he u or. 
hy —2 a f the elders 75 E © 
Poi. Ger aa, ſeriber, and be killed (Mat. * 
2) Wien they had ſeen His Glo- 
| ry upon the mount, had fieard His 
7 Miff ION conliraice” by LY "Voice: * 
5 . ca- 


a 


>| 


ER 
VE doubt) of great expectations from him 
* he reaſſumed the ſame ſubject, and told 


ally wrought 78 him) t 


* 


N by 


174 | OMWRAS TIA NID: juſtified) 


Ln and were come down full (no 


chem, be ſon of man ſball be betr. 
into ile hands of men, und they', 
tel: him” (Ch. Ric 22) On his Ja 


Journey 0 Feru/alom, he put chem again 
in mind of the ſame thing; and juſt be- 


fore he Was apprehended, when they 
were making attempts to reſcue him, 
he told them he muſt ſuffer, or other- 
wiſe the Scriptures; could not be ful- 
filled. And yet how little effect had 


all this upon tem] ſo confounded. were | 


the y at his Sufferings, that (notwithſtand- 
ing 1 * had been witneſſes to the integ- 
rity of his Lite, the purity of his Doctrine, 
and the Miracles that had been continu- 
heir ſpirits ſunk 
at once, they. forſook him, and began 
f that which they had once 


to deſ pair 


firmly — 2 that he was the Perſon 


who ſhould. redeem I ſrael. Vea, thoug 
they had been told by the Women, 
who had been early at his Sepulchre 


the third day. penny his. Crucifixion, 


that his Body did not remain in the 


Grave, that they had ſeen a viſion: of 
Angels, who declared bim riſen; yet 
; 12 words 2 fo them wy 1 Fakes, 


"Bod 


* 6+ 


* 33 
>. at 


* 


og 


e e eee 17 
nd in this did their Nager 15g 


find, them, when he joined himſelf to 
two of them that were. Walking into 
the country, and diſcourſing on this 
ſubject. Upon which he could not help 
upbraiding em with their: . 
and. disbelicf of their. own Scriptures; 
wherein the ſuffering part, with which 
they were offended, was revealed in 
the plaineſt words imaginable, andſpo< 
I of. as antecedent to the 2 —.— | 
A more . part hi8 C 


Ly 
yy 
ver? 


** 

„ Hut vis the were, as. ; is © rePre- 

I- "a that there is no clear Prophe- 

k V relating to this, or any--other, Þ art 

n | of the Metals character 3, if the Pro- 1 
e pheſics appealed. to on this oecaſioeonn 
n were. e as in their obvious ſenſe 


d to other ere and could 


: 1 al ſenſe, . be ie ap on 


„ n there cauld. * been no Juſt 
e ropnd for . reproof, nor for 
f , Qught not Cunmiſt to 
t is does not ſound 


an appeal to to any Hidden myſtical ; 
| vg of word ls, that in their lain 
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SER 1.20 obvious ſenſe ſignified a very dif- 


ferent thing: one would rather take 


V it at firſt reading to be an appeal to 2 


common ſenſe of men; 1 
paſſages appealed to ſo plain an 


to the purpoſe, that they could 255 
eaſily be "miſunderſiogd, or” . 


7¹ tant „ +7 449 FREE 


4 What Paſſages chey were, or what 
Propheſies were cited by our Bleſſed 
Lord on this occaſion, he Evangeliſt 


has not told us. Had they been of 


an abſtruſe "myſtical kind, ſuch as need- 
ed ſome" #yprcah, or enigmatical con- 
ſtruction to make them applicable to 
the purpoſe, for which they were cited, 
they would (no doubt) have been par- 


ticularly recited. But we rather judge 


from this Omiſlic 


_ eaſily diſcovered, and as eaſily applied 
by a ſincere impartial mind; for 1 9 9 
reaſon the Evangeliſt thought it need- 
leſs, either to-recite/ them, or to ſhew 
in what manner de vere Applied: by 

our Bleſſed Lord. 9 


poſſeſſed with, what traditions they h 
entertain d in contradiction to Chriſt's 
ſuffering condition, or how prevailing 
theſe. traditions oe, is no cot 
E 18 Chriſti Lal 


| n; that they were both 
Wat pre judices the. „ 1 
* 


Our buſineſs is to 
ſhew, 


1 1 = a 


e\ with 4 Chriſtanit | dins: A om fontieGings 
dation on tlie ι⏑ element; that no Vi | 
g0 Jod obiectior can be alled ed againſt! 3 VR 
us) from the writings of the andient 
Prophets ; not even agaiuſt this very 
offenſtwe part of our Savioùr's chara=" 
cter, his Jo and faffering condition 
And, had this part. of a Mefſiab's! 
character remain dolly undiſcovefd 
t "his appearing; had there been of 
preceding: er Yeclurir g, that 


. wholly Went —— _ 
wurd ſtate and condition in this life 
OINDY the) e might hàve triump # 
more upOr The” ſtrength of their tradi! 

ion; and: probably ed. em 
would —— beat out of a 


Sete, rb e 4 
of reaſoning and diſputing wholly dp 
— * 70 N — Acre 0h mg C e 

-dotrine of ae Croſiyt 


| ey 1 = Rition: id ferry Te 
| dhe eonſeq — Gin as! "trifle; 


| PORA [; deliverance. „Vet 1 am of 
"Mo, Avvo} : N-- e FF | 2 . . 


* 2 
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2 53 — it el a — — 
world ſhould * in a low : and ſuf- 


by 

nes he 1 fairly 
le W. With the character he ee 
an: him, though the Scriptures of = 
Qid:Teftement had made no mention: 
thereqat: But this is not the caſe. | Thoſe. 
Scriptures are not dent an this heady: 
he "might, dur dec 
he: mould ſuffer many 


| 1 tral endearone — i in this 


7 relate 20 — eee 


ines 6 
1 particular and o ftrict + Manherz 
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2 a by £ und get pal 
e 70 none 4 hier” * n 


— 5 ow ie One in 2 
New Teſtament, uieh does * * 
expo reſpels the \\ 


4 thor in ii, obvious an 


e the fa ON 


that rhe! characters win not ſalt” 20 * 
ther perfor of rene whatſoever: +? 
! The ad and 3 3d Chapters of Talus 
ae very fl and cheat in c, PArticnns 
lar: therefore they are frequehtly ered 
. — is ede New Toſfumine.: 


a 


Ss RM the deſeriptian 80 our „ Bleſled: Lord 


VL will appear by comparing the words of 
>the 5 —— 3 eee 


to the Jerviſe employment of a car 


grace he fell under Says nag — 


bim by the 


They give us a 
his ] low and deſtitate- 4 tg that 
he was. born, of mean parents, bred up 


ter; that, aſter he entred upon his 
ublick / Ministry, he «had no certain 
qwelling place, and was nn ob- 


liged to others for ou neceſſary 


| Js ts of. life. [ne „ 
in. 24). He Hell gr. 8. AY root 
aut of a dry grow: be os n form 


= cameline (5; and vue ſhall fee: 
| 2 8 that -we ſhould 


deſire bim, Meaning, that he ſhould 


have. none} of the; outward . ornaments 


wealth and rid greatneſs, to 
zure the reſpect and eſteem of them 
that ſaw him. The contempt and 


neſs of his 7 being o nine 


J. 0. 3 5 the — sf þ Ga 
| any good thing come out of Lare 


2 — N 25 dae like- 


2 225 Galilee ariſeth 
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et 7 of "4 PA Gt, * 
tes* from him; 
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45 is here "Cele Im his life up- 
2 — as the Prophet 
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tient, A ae og before ben ſhearers is 


dumb, % he | apeeth uni hir mouth 
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es (den 11.) and ro make interce 
Joe Jor- trans 7 6 


* 1 that God 3 ; 


and had declared before hand; that 
be would ſend ſuch a perſon into the 
World, as we believe Chriſt to be; 
One who ſhould bring good tidi gs, 
" whoſe: ſalvation ſhoule be manifeſt to 
A thas world 5 0 Og. n foul! 


a we RS? an man a 


muff allow that en eftabli- 
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— — — their: fins, AX 


is founded upon mere Jcuiſh tradition: 
or it is plainſy 9 — upon the cleareſt 
Prophecy in all the Old Teftament:>We 
own the Fewiſh- notion of a Meſſiub 
Was founded upon mere ttadition; but 
What is that to us? We ſay that their 
tradition has deceived” them? and they 
cannot but be ſenſible ãt has ſo j for the 
time in which they expected him is 
many ages ſinee elapſed; yet hade they 
had no Meſſiah according to their tra- 
ditionary ſcheme, and t er = may” {till 
look for ſueh à one in van: 
But let us conſider, how” they ef- 
[tleuvour 'toiget clear of — oy 


Here is certainly Ning Dome 
of very great importance; tomething 


_ iforetold; though very grie vous and af 
lng cho-perſo who! hows dear | 
tageDU9"10" « who: ? are: 10 be 
-healed by his ſtripes,” to be deliverd 
from the guiſt and puniſhment of ithbir | 
fins by bis bearing their iniquities and 
making interceſſion to God fof then. 
The — of ſuch a deliverance, as 


this, 


CHRISTIANITY. jaftified 


Sum 8.chs, ee would think ſhould be; of 
NL more CORR "054 to us, and conſe- 
* — ve more of gur attention, 
_ > ne, better. the name of a 
REAL. a dad hin any rn: 
poral one, that co pr to 
us. Since therefore they have rejected 


- Bleſſed Lord, as employ'd by God 
| for this purpoſe, Let t — | 
i whota,. or t: event this 


pbeey does refer? Is it ſpoken of « the 
Meſſieh,'. or of ſome other? Has it 
been already compleated, or does it 
remain Kill 7 anfulliled e It is certain, 
e e the plaineſs of the 
Prophecy, they are not well 
what aniwer to give us (I mean thoſe: 
Fews, that have conſidered it ſince 
the coming of our Savi for before 
: 1t was generally f ied-to the Meſſigh;). 
but fince a great deal of pains has been 
uſed to give it ſome new turn, to make 
it applicable to any thing, but the 
al . and yet they have 2 K. 


* 


Bothe 45 told us, pid it Was. * 5 
tended. e 4b deſoripti | 


phe Toſpanrent, - 10 he 
or ſome other - edptivity, 8x x M. 
and of the effects conſequent! theres VI. 
don: And that God ſpeaks here, 112 
is. uſual! in the prophetir ſtyles of a 
Whole le under the 8 
man. But this notion is 1 2 
the Whole ſhops of the Prophecy thi 
it hardly deſerves an anſwer. It is ra- 
ther a direct contradiction to, than à 
rational interpretation of, the words f 
the Prophet. The ſuffering - perſon 
here deſcribed, inſtead of repretenting 
e Jewiſh people, is repreſented 20s 
Tufferiag through and for them. We". 
we . F 
he het ({pt in their perſon) 
Ns, ſpiſe and we eſteemd him 
not. He was wounded for aur tram. 
grefſions, he was bruiſed for our: wi. 
„ ind by 3 
Was upon 24 APES. 
axe healed... Hero are two aue e. 


5 3 8 time," Were 


BY Mt; Wh ein: 3 the I 


e 
Suppoſe the Babylonians,” or any er 


auth Pr Prophet peaking. 


and the moſt common forms 6f f eel 
that no figurative, nor any other role- 


A n paſs 0. e 


theif: own crying fas, to a W of 


meant by the ſufferi 


nation, by whom they w ere oppreſſed. 
But is there any probability, that a 
of aliens and 

gers, ſhould rank himſelf with 
them, calling their tranſgreſfions our 


tranſgreſſions; and ven his real mean- 
ing Was, By aur itripes they are heated, 


he ſhould exprels it chus, By hir ſtripes 


20 are healed ? This inte retation im- 


plies ſuch a violent of words, 


rable c. ion will relieve . 


Will further appear, bat the ſuffering 
perſon here deſcribed could not mean 


the Zu becauſe: none! of de den 
racters ſuit them. It is in no ſenſe 
; 2 hat they bore heigriefs,: or ear- 
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were wounded for other. mens tranſ- 
greſſions, or bruiſed for iniquities not 


ſorrows of others; that h 


their gown. 91 A rap calamit ies 
| afflicted with, | 


iniquity 


* dye WH: Cy 


other perſon was ſtricken for their 
— — For the tranſgreſſion of 
m people was he ſtricken; are the — 
hets words (ver. 8.) The ſuffering; 
on here deſcribed is ſaid to on woo 
no violence, neither was any deceit in 
his mouth. And does 


Z on the Jos under: any: — or 


ther great affliction, which the Pro= 
phet had! in view ? It is plain he had 
quite another opinion of them, when 
in his firſt Chapter he lamented them 
2 — e een in ome chemo Ah 
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ther innocent or ay — country 
ſhould be — — a prey to 

ſerers, 80 Bale obe ll is: ein 
this 1 her 


One: . fille and! ab nd could 
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ded to — diy * him, VI, 
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was ever ; 
and in ———— are directiy con-. | 
trary to his real character. The Meſ- | 

fonger. or Servant of the Lord here 

ſpoken of is ſuppoſed 1 6 98 


Mdings, to publiſh peace and dow! 


| Jeremy's errand was the reverſe ' of 
ö this; he was to proclaim ve nee 
8 from the Lord, defolation and deſtructi- 
} on. The Servant of the Lord here 
N —— of, after his ſufferings,” was to 
N be exalted and cxrelied add be very 
; 0 z it is faid tho pleaſure of rhe Lo 


Should profper in his hand; ws 
would: divide hin ** ge 3 
wich the fone. :But Jeremy wit 2 
7 and d ed; de was 
. his! prophetic 
GSce; —— his 80 1 did not g 
See, en ee 
8 any ſenſe 
be ſaid to have profper'd in his Hande. 
; But more than ts, Was it ever 
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„More ring Prophet; 
to one whoſe ſufferings uld be a- 
vailable to procure pardon, of paſt ſins 
and reconciliation with Gods one ſo 
valuable in his ſight, that he ſnould ju- 
ſtify many by bearing their iniquities. 
For you may obſerve, that «the terms, 
wherein this matter is expreſſed, nare 
ſuch as are uſed, when atonement or: 
ſatisfaction is ſaid: to be made for ſins 


by Sacrifice. It was an eſtabliſnt cu- 


Fas with them, in making atonement, 
for-the-;offender to lay his — — 
the head-of thoSactifioe; from whenee 

it: was daid ro hear his iniguity. In al- 
Iuſion wWhereto the perſon, h. re ſpaken 
„is ſaid to bear t he ſ of many, and 


that God laid on him the iniquity af u. 
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And here it May be p | | 

notice of ſome. other Prophecies, which 
alſo. have reſpect to this part of the 
3 The Prophet Da- 

din n - the time w 


Sun M- be TOY Cs muſh 
W, belong, to ſomewhat more than a Pro- 


CO a oe ee EL ß hs” hu de a nt 


= 1 FA 


onè extraordinary 
neſs it ſhould be, to make atonement 

for the ſins of men by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf. For as the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews argues“, this Prieſt of a new heb. 7; 
and different order from that of A2. | 


by the Old Teftament. 


that day, when there ſhould be a gu- Gr ERM, 
tain open d for ſn, and for uncleanneſs,/ X. 


(9 Xi. 1.) gives us an account of 
ſuffering of the Meſſiah; at the 


— time, (ver. 7.) Awake, O ſword, 


$ainft my ſhepherd, ' a * the man 
K. * 4 Fellow, ſaith . Lord of 


7 
Hoe, ſmite the ſhepherd, _ the ſheep: 
ſhall be ſeattered. If to theſe: paſſages! 
we add: that remarkable character of 
the Me/tah (P ſal. cx. 4.) Thou art a. 
Prieſt for ever after * order of Mel: 
chiſedec; they mult terminate in ſome: | 


perſon, whoſe buſi- 


ron, could not be deſignd to offer 


the ſame gifts and ſacrifices; which 


were offered by the Prieſts under the 
Law; becauſè upon this ſuppoſition 


there had been no occaſion to change 


the Prieſthood: neither would ſucli a 


change have been conſiſtent with the 
Laws whereby the offering of thoſe 
facrifices, which were appointed un- 
der the Law, was :expretly limited to 
Aaron * bis 1.2 Since . 
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Sr x. the Prieſthood was to be changed, it . 
VI. was reaſonable to think chat the Nie. 
VV thod of atonement ſhould. be changed 
likewiſe : and the rather becauſe it 
ſeems improbable that the bloc 
= and of goats ſhould take win 
Since . 

- more perfect was y 
proſe, who would offer a more 


n reconciliutiun pi Para 
5 IEF 
t tt Was a per- 
e 
3 * e 0 zu, oy WW 
All 3 * wotld a. 3 
theſe paſſages (thus mutually. co FA 
ring to (explain and confirm each o- 
ther) t the ſame event: which can 
not be pretended to have een accom-· 
1 an e Our 
to whom 'Exactly agree; 
and therefore we may juſtiy conclude 
that: he was 5 pelo ſignifiet 
- Uiereby. x 
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y. WY Od Talaue. 


Nene We Jeuus, to evade the force of this 8 ERM. 
hereby we prove Jeſus to FL 
erat: promiſed in the Ol 
. keing that the words of 
th 4 rophecies cannot with any tale. 
 kerable colour be applied to the filler 5 
ing of che Ifraolites in general, or co 
of their Prophets in particular; 
have. out of mere oppoſition to Chi 
ſhavity,/ Two into another notion of 
1 Halle, one ſuffering, 'anothey 
-B eme And the more effecually 
to exclude our Bleſſed Lord from be- 
ge upon this new ſcheme, for 
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ring Meſſiah, they. have arbi⸗ 
Tran determined, that: the the ſuffering 
Bs old be of the tribe of 2 
e other" of the tribe of Judab. ft 

& be prejudice againlt rhis fehene. 
that ir was never thought of before 
Sent eee, Hut . 
iche oppaſers of 'briſtianity, Wi. 
aut Either tradition, or an autho 8 
be Ot Teſtament to bes 
heir Soriptures no where encouraged 
4 them to Spec any n go TY 
Fong of the trie of  Ephram 3 
Where-over e id the Neff office 
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CHRISTIANITY jaſtiſed 


8 TDI we find no. mention made, nor To 


| poſſibly be divided between two 


bing very fully and particularly the 
Meſpah's ſuffering edlen 3 eyen 


much as a diſtant intimation given, as 


if two perſons were to be employ'd 


"therein. . On the contrary it plainly 


rs, that the ſame perſon, who 
— har ſuffer, was alſo e and 


ö n Both parts of his Character 


are often join d together, and fo, viſi- 
bly attributed to one, that they cannot 


ſons. Thus in the Prophecy, w ic] | 
| chiefly inſiſted on, as def 


there we. have the ſucceſsful. part of. 
his character difplay'd, and mention 


as the conſequence. of his ſufferings and 
death. Therefore will I diuid him 
a portion i the great, and be ſhall 
divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong, becauſs. 


he hath poured out bis ſoul unto , 


And 85 find the fame characters un. 
ted Lord Chap. xlix. 7.) Thur ſaith the 

the Redeemer — to him whom man 
deſpi/eth, to him whom” the nation ub 
| borreth, #0.4 ſervant of" Ruler, Ki age „ 


ſee and ariſe, Princes alſd 


* 


pip. We have alſo in the ſecond 
Pfairn'ithis | double character of the 


Meffah de AAR Hh; muſt be un- 
ts TRE VIIV deritood 


y the Ola Teflament. | 70 57 


, * 
=2 


4 
ood of him, becauſę it cannot 1 888 208 
lng: to David himſelf, or to ws of N . ; 


fis Sed, but the promiſed ſeed, in 
whom all the nations of the earth ſhould 
e bleſſed. For of him only could it 
e ſaid (ver. 8.) that he ſhould have 
the * heathen for his inheritance, and 
che uttermoſt parts of the earth for. 
bis poſſefſian. With reſpe& to him 
only could we be told er, 1a.) that 
3)eed are all they that put their truſt in 
bim. In the two firſt yerſes we find him 
ſpokervof, as in a deſpiſed and perſecuted. 
Condition, the Kings of the earth and, 
the Rulers taking counſel together a.“ 
Kirift the Lord, and againſt his anoint- 
. At the ꝗth 5 . their malice is 
Yrided, He | that dwelleth in Heaven. 
ſhall laugh. them to ſcorn, the Lord 
hall have them in deriſion. And at the 8th» 
_ verfe he has a promiſe made him of 2 
orious kingdom, extending it ſelf to 
the uttermoſt parts of the eartun. 
Sa little grounds had the Jes to ſupe 
port their notion ofa double Maſſtah, tfat 
we ſee it a and in the cleareſ 
manner contradicted by their ownSerip-. 
tutes; and what, they would app! d 
two different perſons, ſpoken the! 
a ſame b 11 the very ſame > pi 


fages, 


Sen ſages. And thus the 
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Aft 


pains they have | 


VI. taken to miſapply thoſe Texts of Serip- 
WWD ture, which we cite in favour: of Chri- 


Kianity to other purpoſes, ſerve anly 
to juſtifie our application bf them Hol | 
effectually; to;.convince us that they 


are..incapable-of any other ap heation; 
and conſequently That” our 5 elt, in 


whom alone they were fulfilled; mu 
be the Meſa. promiſed in the O1 
Teſtament. For riſing. to their af 
ditinction they allow, that their ri — 
tures 2 of a Meſſiah who ſhould 
make his Soul an offering for Sin, and 
likewiſe. of a Meſſiah who ſhould have 
the Hea n for his INNS 8 
it. ; from the paſſages juſt now 
cited. has both ee nes Th; 


to ohe and the fame perſon; and it 
true in fact, thut e O en ders 
Were united in Chriſt; pee Ky 
both reſpects he anſwered the Mefpuh's 


acer and his ſufferings, inſtead 
being an ohjection, are a further Con- 
fixrpation that ihe-was the MeJich pto- 
miſed in the Old Teſtament. 
This was the Point at which. the 
Jews were moſt offended, and there- 
quited to be handled in . the 


chart =% moſt convincing manner. 


ACCC or- 


58 the Old 1 199 
= 3 we find the Neben on Sutz Nr. 
; this head to be founded upon t the Plain vp. 
| and obvious meaning of the plaineſt AY 
and cleareſt paſſages of the Oi 9 | 
ment, taken in that one ſtrict f 
which it to be. found" out & a critiea 
exumimation of the words.' And our 
Author, inſtead of endeavouring to 
prove. the contrary, would fain preju- 
dice the plain and natural conſtrüction 


of theſe by ſhowing how 55 
_ nerally” notion of 'a 55 oral e 
ab prevailed in our Sabel z time; 


from "hence Kym that the A. 
d ſeem to att an e 
In e the Seriptures 
reſpe ee 
Mons 70 the traditional rules au 
explications of the jews, and yes res 
jecting their traditional explicarion in 
reſpect to the temporal Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah. This © charge” of Inconfiftericy 
muſt be founded upon one of theſe twsg 
ſuppoſitions; either that the Jer 
were always right, or that they were 
| always wrong in their A 
Por if they Were ſometimes right and 
rong (which is moſt rea- 
able to be ſuppoſed of faltible' inter- 
Precen) — it was not only onfiſtent, 
XI "i N but 
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Ss: E * N. but neceſſary, that inſpired, and conſe- 


yently infallible | Interpreters, ſhould 


33232 ometimes agree with, and ſometimes 


differ from them. But we deny that the 
Apoſtles were ever governed by the 
traditional rules of the Jews in inter- 
preting Scripture: e they pre- 
tended -a Divine Commiſſion. to de 
ſtroy the corrupt traditions of the Jews, 
and by vertue of that Commiſſion to 
teach them better. And we muſt 9p 
the charge of inconſſ ſiſtency upon 
Author, who in one ee —— 4 
that tis part of a Prophet's office 0 
retrieve from raph; fl loſſes 1 trat 
ditions. a_former Revelation; and yet 
blames the Apoſtles as inconſiſtent. 1 
ge to hs what is. 9 
But th ages we ave - naw b - 
Fs zeaking of, are ſo plain, that they 
} Jed: not the interpoſition of a Pro- 
pher, to ſet a ſincere honeſt mind 
1 he. in their interpretation of them. 
y are direct and fall, to the pur- 
le, in their *0bv1045. and literal ſenſe 
_ Dlicable to Chriſt, and in no tolera- 
1 wn. DOPE: to 0 DP other per- 
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3 Kron Hebee therefore we may ob- SER A. 
ſerve, upon what unjuſtifiable grounds 11 
the prejudices of the J7eus were foun- FERN 
© fea: not upon Scripture, nor upon 
paſſages thereof taken in their al 
and genuine ſenſe; but upon mere un- 
ſeriptural tradition, founded upon tent» 
— and the love of worldly 


\ 


I have now Tous d bes two 
great prejudicesagainſt the Chriſtian Do- 
&rine, the one concerning the. Perpe- FA 
| tuity of their Law, the other concern- 
| ing the temporal Kingdom of the Me£ 

: Feb ; both which FB ſo far from ha- 


r 3 „ 
4 - 


; ving any foundation in Scripture, that 
| if their Prophets had laboured to be 
| Clear and intelligible on theſe two heads; 


|| they could hardly have faid any thing 
3 more oppoſite to their vain 'conceits. 


\ || And we find, not only the Obje⸗ 
I HQionsof the Er fairly Wy ander from 

4 their own Scriptures; but alſo the moſt 
= material parts of the Meſs ah's. cara? 
; Rer (eſtabliſhed, not by 2ypica,,. but p. 

; tic and clear "reaſoning. As Aae 
5 of aa new Covenant, We find him Jus 


ſtified in making new Revelations of 
the Divine Will to mankind; alc all by 1 
of Bl 
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Sr gan of the Fowijh Law. As Mediator of 


2 — — 2 his buſineſs. to genes in 2 lo 


a ne Covenant, we find it was not 


1 Fr ins fr ra iy i 
aul an offering 5 
as a 8 that mankind 2 2 

might be beated. ' We fee f 
ther, "thit this ſalvation was not intens 
ded for the Zews only, but that maxy 
nations lite wiſt were to be ſprinkled, 
ar purified; and that all the dr of 
the earth were to ſee, and partake of, 
this ſaluation of dur God. Even the 
_ offence, Which the Jews took at his 
ſuffering condition, is clearly foretold, 
as a circumſtance attending it. So ve- | 
y particular are the Scriptures in their 
predictions concerning it! I have tryed 
whether theſe Prophecies' e With 
any violence be wreſted to other 
| purpoſes: Ihave examined all the turns 

attempted to be given thereto: You 
ſee they are capable of no other con- 
ſtruction, no other event in hiſtory can 
be found, to which-they may with any 
plauſible colour be applied: — it 
the were fulfilled, and in him only. 
e think it therefore not a little 
hard, to be told with a confident air, 
That the Prophecies rited from the Old 
| Teſtament 


4 See bs 775 in 1 7 bo wks Ad Vi. 


primary ſenſe, to other matters ban 
thoſe which . are produced to pr 1 
That to pretend they prove, in that ſen /e, 
what. they are produced to prove; ir tt 
give up be cauſoof Chriſtianity to Jews 
other enemies thereof. And we 
think it harder {till, ro be thus told by 
one who: has not taken theſe Prophe- 
cies under conſideration, nor AR 
to ſhew us to whom, or to what event 
they do, in their primary ſenſe, belong. 
But however we hope that Chriſtiani- 
ty will now, as it did at firſt, gain ground 
by oppoſition. If it does but put 8 
upon ny ge. os mor N 8 
Zeunds and rea their Religl 20, 
we do not Ne queſtion the ſucceſs 
of it: for it needs not fear ſifting; but 
the more it CE wet. the Fo it will 
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ns hes been —- to 


5A 9 of every other 

c = of. Proof, beſid 

Propbeey, as inconcluſive, 

: ineffectual * ſup 5. or 
4 Arine, 


ine, Per 185 28. (ble: tc 


o 


is , New Teſtament, are either 

tee found in the Old, or nor urged 
in the New according to _ Lan 
and obvious ſenſe; but in 


e, or 7} ſe Wy 2. 
ſenſe different from the biteral 

obvious fon e, what wiſe man would 
build any thing upon ſuch ſort of Proof? 
But we have reaſon to think that this 
ſuggeſtion is not a true one, and the 
rather becauſe the Author of it has de- 


clined the only proper way of bs, | A 


it. For inſtead of taking under e 
deration ſuch paſſages of the Old Te. 
flament, upon which Chriſt and his 
po laid any ſtreſs, which they ar- 
* from, and urged as Proofs of 
their Miſſion and Boctrine; he has 


itch d upon five paſſages, which the 
N 1 from, -which th mi 


— — 3 5 48 Proofs of 0 

uth rity clai them. 80 that 
appeſing theſe” paffüges to be applied 
im ſecondary or 2 ſenſe; vet as 
they were never inſiſted on as probs, 
his ſuggeſtion concerning Prog taken 

: - che 0 Teſt mu he en. 


Bree taken out -of the' Ola, PETS Vir 
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| . . But then he. tells 


les, Were thus plied; 

3 is, een 9 vit 

of. enen, ie Jeſus and the ee 
relating to him, to which they might 
5 ear Vit haut great violence is the 
ene e Hs this were Hive! Will it 
that nane of theſe Pro- 

primarly intended of 
Cir fares and obvious | 


pee were 
Ak tor in 


"ik or is chat application, which 1 
made hes 2 2 e 


5 5 of ths Rn 
We m by the 
| Bir comes 5 ure desde 
| 00 charaSe ams. by 0ny 3 55 
f being bee. 0 eme d Wan de 
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12111 8 were 
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Wer nd but twill not the dre SEAM. 
follow that the deſcription was unna- YV 
tural, or obſcure,” or that twould be ww 
difficuſt to find out the true intent 
thereof. It is therefore tying us down 
to very hard meaſure, tis impoſing up- 
on us the moſt unreaſonable terms, to 
inſt that no Prophecy can in its ” — 
mary and obvious ſenſe be applied 
Ct: dr the Chriſtian on e, which 
1 ub. with. ome violence be ap- 


ed 20 orher per fon . e 
” But however, to give this ſceptical 
diſpoſition its full ſcope; to ſhew chat 
We are able to ſatisfy their moſt unreaſo- 
able demands, and to Juſtify Obriftia- 
ys even upon their own terms; we. 
Engage to produce fach Prophecies 
5 cannort/ 779 7 HOO; gebar 
_  piblence, be ap ed any BEN 
or event, beftdes 7 Jeſus IT 150 mat. 
3 1 o him; in and hee? 
whom the Og and era 9 
_ fiflled, That plata and Clear Prophs. 
or ereminh, forete a new Cg. 
8 which God would make, Affe; 
From the Law) er Covenant. gien 
en an ſpatable wiltanee of 
_this Kind. Ya | br ooh Pro 
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Sex a Commiſſion to make a new Co- 
Yi gc with them: they all with 
AY conſent inculcated and preſt 
| * practice of the Law given by A. 
ſes. Moſt of them indeed ſpoke of a 
new Covenant to be made; but till 
Chriſt came, that Covenant remain d 
unexecuted and unrevealed. He ap- 
peared a Prophet like unto Moſes, 
lie N in all the 8 and ind 
ftinguiſhing of his character; and 
to 1 that God had 
words into his mouth, and that the 
new Law he had to teach them, was 
of Divine appointment, he not only 
gave them the Proof preſcribed by Mo- 
fes, but even exceeded that Proof, 
which Moſes himſelf had given in con- 
firmation of the firſt Covenant. This 
Prophecy is ſo plain that 1 think tis 
not capable of different conſtructions: 
neither is it poſſible to find out any o- 
ther event, beſides the promulgation of 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, to which it may 
be. 4 ee Den violence LA 
tbe text. Bey 

Aud of this ſortare hots Prophecies 
which ſpeak of another Prieſt, not of 
Auron s, but of Melchifouer's order; | 
of a new method of recon- 
ae fer A ; of a Perfectly 
f Innocent 


* 
RE 


e N. 1 20 

ocent 8 3 * eur SER. 
e Pen e with tran Ti greſ-. VII. 
ſar Un our out. bis foul. unto ER and UN W. 
there ak it as ofering for Jon, that 
8 bzs ftripes might led. Theſe. 

ophecies have been thought by ur 
4 der 10 . to Us Sine ] 


—— 


= one e great {portant a . 
ng an event. of ſuch a peculiar 
uncommon nature, that i it cannot be 
a pre ded they had any manner of com- 
letion under 1 5 "Fewiſh diſpenſation; .. 
but were in a moſt ſurprizing manner 
fulfilled. under the. . Goſpel. And had 5 
there been no other Rt, relating 
to — "Veal but 5 cited by our 
8 5 San © Apaſtte.. 


%. 
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Sxxm. Apoſtle in the text, Fer and clear 
VII. . "6 k, that it might Juſtly have raifea 
the expectation 01 all, that arrentively 
Tonfider d it, after ſome new and more 
e Difpenſation, than that given 

he Jews by Mofes: For otherwiſe 
bow could the promiſe , made to 
en, have en me, In th 
af The cart 


Fw h pennen was d 
partial, intended only * 
f dixeckion of that fingle 
pe fa 5 W the deſcendants of 
 Abrahum; as their Law -giyer Moſes 
in feveral places told Mon "The Loyd 
hath choſen thee to be a ſpeci 
"unto | himſelf, above all Þ 
Ae apon the face of the e Deut. 
VII. 6.) a de peaking bf che Pe- 
Tue y 1 Diſpenſation Tays, He 
_ bath fhew'd his "ways unto Jacob, 51. 
5 and bralinancet unto Ifracl. 5 

th mor dealt fo with 'other. 

neither have the heathen knowled 
tea. 0 H las}. And we find book ehen 
Laws were given them upon this con- 
*- fideration, that they were to be a pe- 


. cvliar people, and with deſign to keep 
Adem "ſeparate from other nations; 


2 (Lev. 


— YO w , ja” Yo "Y , — > 


as Dh the — A; iv. . 
to rehſon, or to our natimal app 
ſions of God, (who is not @ Gol of 


JC Ä 


She 7 ads the. Lord 4 your GedSynd 


the Jews only, but alfo of the Gentiles; 

2ph0 hath. made vf one blood all natint, 
kbar dull upun the:fare of the earth; 
xoho ir good to all, und whoſe tender 
mere ier ure over ll 0 works) 1 — 
as tis not reaſonable to Audpoley the 


ach à Being intended Always to c- 
Fine the 1 oven. of — Cat phy 
will to the 7e 0 5 % en 
the other hand ae manffelt och the 
oh . that he had purpoſe 


* 


| a door of Hlvatioh 

Gentiles; 72 nale hir Po hy pc 
mpon earth, bis frames health among: all 
erg Even then, when hie firft de- 
ed to Abrabum his intention of wh 
his family for bis iar 


be dd e at: e 
l bub. char his Bteſling ſhould not always 


fined to them; but thaw? "his 
Ty be estended td all nations. His 
words are. (Gen. Ni. 1, 3) 7 will mate 
Mx * 4 great and I will 704 
2 _ £776, 


8 1 ISTIARI TY _ | 
E, 9 0 rai: e 


fam ily in en 5 * xyili. 
8.) Abraham ſpall. ſurely; become 4 
great and mighty \ nation, aud all the 
Aations of the earth ſhall. be bleſſed in 
him. (Chap. xxii.. 2), 18.) 1x 
bleſſing 1. will "bleſs thee, and in mul- 
ts e, Tail multiply thy ſeed, at 
- of beaven,— and. in thy Se 
y 1 all 2 nations of the earth be 
bleſſed. We find the ſelf-ſame promiſe 


renewed. again to 1/azc, (Chap. xxvi. 4.) 


| £ will make thy ſeed to multiply as the 

2 heaven, and will giue unto thy 
Hed al theſe countries: and in thy 
4 4 1 42 all the nations of the. at 


| fie ele « the earth be 2 7 105 


a 5 ö 45 
89 | his 
31 5 "2 4 
> 


N y the old — 0) 2 


This is a remarkable event, not SSR N. 
tranſiently: glanced at, nor obſcurely' VIE 
foretold ; but frequently and clearly 
expreſt, and as conſtantly repeated, as 
was the" peculiar bleſſing Promiſed to 

the natural ſeed of Abraham. And we 
rhight- from theſe Palfageg only, with⸗ 
out ſearching any further, appeal to 
our adverſaries, and demand of them, 
when and how this general bleſſing, 
fo frequently promiſed to all nations 
to all the families of the earth, was 
fulfilled? Take the Bleſſing romiſed 
in a worldly or a ſpiritual ſenſe, as re- 
ſpecting the outward advantages of the 
body, or the internal improvement of 
the mind; either way the adverſaries 
of Chriſtianity will be at a loſs, to find 
out an event in any Wife adapted to 
the Prophecy, without! doing great vie= 
lence to the text. Nay let them d 
what violence they will to the ten T 
let them but leave it ſome. M 
and we defy them to find out ay 8 
ther perſon or event, beſides Jeſus and 
the matters relating * bi to Which . 
it may be adapted. fr yn 
But that you may ſro; how unart- 
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ſtianity is confirm by Prophecies of 


this kind; 1 ſhall, e to . 1 
| wa — I 


han Dottie and he N wy 
Fhe only terms in the text that, need 


ex anation are theſe; 
'hat is meant by the ed in which 


Ache nations of the carth ſhould be 


blefled. And 


that ſeed was. to 
none TE 


2 cots, may be meant the Ju 
gople. in general deſcended ftom thefe 


1 ; or elſe, /ome ons of their 
ſeed or family. And if there had been 
ecy to this purpoſe, but 
that delivered to theſe Patriavchs, this 
queſtion could have: been determined 
only by the event. 


Prophecies were PP © afterward to 
2 ſame effec ; will ſatisfy 7 


nb * ä was E e one 


Wbdat the. et wh which Te? 


: ee riches; of” aa, 


But as many other 


wer | 


0 the, Old <a. 


find the tribe o* 


out. 
of a ah other Fin as that par- 


Ds PLE OE 
fad, 7 * are, Rh ee 
Ft, 4275 3 age: how 


come, and ta ham. 


Here we find t 


af his deſce 
The egy, ot — eee 


em Judah tiil tie things laid 


fr hw came „ 


Zan af * 4 Take. either c 
= thou 14 4 expectation of t 8 
Dent 4. depend upon one 9 

him N he 


2905 Xs nations ill fre 


2 from. between. | 


the ae of khr peaple be. 


ani ta the tribe the poor 1 15 
Q oe 


thus, The ſeeptre Pall net. 2775 


ain his e 95 | 
ticular 


2.15 
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their fo ily, and not their pur det 

al. For Gen. Xlix.. 10.) 2 15 
udah bien d Mu Wol 2 
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RM. ticular on, called in a - peculiar 
* ſenſe . God, to whom God had 
ſaid, Ak of me, and I ſhall give thee 
the heathen for thine Been; Ph and 
the utmoſt parts of the earth fur thy 
Poſſeſſion. That this perſon was to be 
of the ſeed of David according to the 
Meſh appears from the 724 P/ where 
ſpeaking of a Son of | his, he fays, J 
ver. 8 ſpall haue dominion 
fea to ſea, and from the river to the 
ends of the earth. ver. 11. All kings 
ſhall fall down before him, all nations 
hall do him ſervice. And at the 17th ver. 
All nations ſhall be bleſſed in him, aud 
Shall call him bleſſed. That theſe things 
were not won: oy of his immediate 
Son Solomon, ſufficiently evident 
from the — which in > wiſe 
fitted him. And will yet more plair 
appear from the 89th P/ that it was 
ſpoken of a Son or deſcendant of his 
at a much greater diſtance.” For at the 
28th and 29th verſes, God, ſpeakin 
his mercy or covenant to be elde 
in the ſeed of David, goes on to ſug- 
geſt in the following verles that many 
of bis immediate heirs and deſcendants 
would for/ake his law and break his 
Winer 30 e tranſgreſſions ſhould 
therefore 
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therefore be viſited with ſeverity yet dz RM. 
even after that, his covenant with him VIL 
ſhould be made good, and wow ne YN 
in his ſeed be fulfilled. VARMA ee 
And this mercy or covenant to be 
fulfilled in vo rk _—_ 3 — 
lied by the Prophet Z/a; 
(Ch (Ohap. e 3, 45 5 to the .callin of 
ntiles to a participation the 
— bleſſing. I uIill make an e 
verlaſting Covenant with you,” even the 
fure mercies of David. Behold 1 have 
given him for a witneſs of the people, 
a leader and: commander to the people. 
Behold thou ſhalt call a nation, thas 
ron knoweſt not, and nations that 
_ knew not thee ſhall run unto thee,” Here 
we ſee that everlaſting Covenant, the 
ſure Mercies promiſed in David” $ ſhe 
were to be fulfilled-in one, nat ſho 
bear Teſtimony to the Gentiles, and 
thro whom t Denies: were to be 
eunverted unto God. And tbareree 
other places of this Prophet, which do 
yet more plainly fix upon one of Da. 
vid's line, thro whom the bleſſing pro- 
miſed to all nations ſhould be procured. 
— _ 1, &c.) be Row eva | 
forth aà rod out of the ſtemme 5 
ee braxch- fall grow out of hie 


roots; 
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then, in which *rwas promited that all 


— — ara dhe Gentile | 


tat eee (Chap. i. v ver. a. 3) k 
Hall 
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San ne; aud tbe ſpirit of the Lord hath 


VI neſt upon him. 
WY whole: government it is ſaid, (ver. 9.). 


r the influence of 


ledge of the Lord, as the Wafers. cover. | 
2 5 in 3 1%) In that. * 


ſhalt 2 Far an ee 
te it ſball the Gentiles fee. 


ma 


the nations of pv why JR; i 


ſed, could not mean the Fewi/b 

in general, but one defcende 

Abrahansy; of the Tribe af 7 rags 

2 lineage. of Digvad.... . 
nike — therefore by the fame 


world from that groſs — wbuth 
—__ "20 the k | 
ed with, to the knowledge 


I — the waters 
With which 
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ket us gon 70 

Tord, to the r 

aud he will teach. us of © bis. ways, 

we' miu wall in hir paths. And t 

by the Prophet Mines 7, 86) 
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